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BELONGING TO 


SMITH and CLARK, 


. OPPOSITE THE EXCHANGE, 


Wuo have always on hand for Sale, a choice 
collection of Books in the various branches of 
Literature, together with every article in the 
STATIONARY Line, oi: Writing Paper, and Pa- 
per Books—Drawing and Music Paper—Message 
and Visiting Cards—Best Dutch and English Quills 


— Mathematical Instruments— Pen Knives—Black 


Lead Pencils, Wax, and Wafers—Black and Red 
Ink—Walkden's Japan Ink, in bottles—Copper- 
plate Copies, and Drawing Book? Reeves' Super- 
fine Water Colours, in boxes, or single cakes 


Camel. Hair Pencils—A beautiful assortment of Red 
Morocco, and other Pocket Books Maps, Sc. &c. 


Orders taken in for Macazixzs,«Reviews, and 
all other Periodical Publications; 'Iikewise, for that 
valuable Work, the Epixnunon ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


(= BookBinDING in all its branches, neatly and 
gpeedily executed. 
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MODERN OCCURRENCES. 


A NOVEL. 
5 IN FOUR YOLUMES, 


-— ——<£@ PEI 


BY 
MARY CHARLTON, 


AUTHOR OF PHEDORA, &c. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED AT T5 


. | | Minerva⸗PDreſs, 
FOR WILLIAM LANE, LEADENHALL- STREET. 
1799. 
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{ſome young woman who poſſeſſed an inde- 
5 pendency, was the only child and reputed. 
, heireſs of a man of very reſpectable fortune; 
1 whoſe winter reſidence was in one of the 
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j 1 Do ' Rage jor Adventures. 
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MIss SOPHIA BEAUCLERC, a hand- 


"1 = — * *.* — PR * 
A 


faſionable ſtreets at the weſt end of the 
metropolis. She was nearly of age a period 
fo her not at all deſirable, unleſs the previous 


; interval of time were marked with ſome 
intereſting occurrences ſhe had in contems : 
plation to facilitate, by ſuppreſſing a few. - 
ſuggeſtions of prudence, which -occafionally 
iI. B ER. 
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aroſe in ſpite of Lover, Novels, or cot. | 
dante. 


Mis * had therefore conſented 
to meet a very good- natured, very thought- 


leſs, very extravagant, very pleaſing, very 
. well-made, very diſſipated young man at 


St. George's, Hanover- Square, where banns 
had been publiſhed in the names of each, 
with very little probability that the circum- 
ſtance ſhould reach the knowledge of the 
lady s parents; for though they were not 
people of high rank, they had ſufficiently 

practiſed the uſages of high life, to di {mits 
every idea of attending the church of their 
London pariſh. © Mr. Beauclerc had indeed 


enquired for a pew, becauſe, to poſſeſs 
thing, and to uſe it, are diſtin& circum- 

ſtances; and a tolerably commodious one was 

moſt obſequiouſly offered him, at the rea- 


ſonable price of twelve guineas a year, and 
a douceur of five more for the favor of 
Immediate attention—a favor which the 
gentleman as immediately declined receiv- 


| HOSELLAs _ 3 
ing; but his Lady had the addreſs to profit- | 
by her huſband's economy, and adroitly 
placing her ſhare of a box at the Opera in 
oppoſition to a box at St. ——'s, attained . 
her object by pleading for the one which 


was procured with the leaſt money. 


Miſs Beauclerc had only one ſmall diffi- 
culty to encounter in keeping her appoint- 
ment, which was compriſed in the ſingula- 
rity of walking out without an attendant, 
or getting rid of him when he had followed 
her two or three ſtreets, which ſhe thought 
the more eligible plan; and on the morning 
propoſed, ſhe ſent the footman who accom- 

panied her, into a ſhop to make "ſome 
enquiry which ſhe indicated, then ver 3 
dexterouſly glided round a turning int) 
another ſtreet, and was in the church before 
John could have given his meſſage, and 
receyed an anſwer: there, in a deep veil, 
which hid ſome very decorous bluſhes, and 
what was ſtill more convenient, the face they: 
crimſoned, ſhe exchanged vows with. Mr. 
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: *: '  ROSELLA, 
| Raymond, or as ſhe called him in her con- 


fidential correſpondence, her amiable and 
beloved Auguſtus; and whilſt in the veſtry 
he arranged the important buſineſs of feeing 
the clergyman and his ſatellites, which he 
performed with his accuſtomed liberality, 
the fair bride had leiſure to indulge ſome 


very deep- drawn ſighs, and a copious ſhawer 


of tears at the ra/} ſep which her paſſion 


for the moſt engaging and beſt of men, and 
the too well-known obduracy of her parents 


impelled her to commit, againſt the duty 
ihe owed them, a : 


The beft of men caught a glimpſe of her 
ſtreaming ſorrows through the cloud that 


obſcured them, and experienced a keen pang 
5 of ſeli-abhorrence and reproach upon recol- 


lecting how well they would be founded, 
could ſhe but be ſenfible of a fatal event 
he had been vainly ſtruggling to drive from 
his memory, that he might appear upon | 
this occaſion with tolerable compoſure at 


_ leaſt, if he could not attain that gaiety of 


® for which he was generally noted. 
This 
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This circumſtance was merely an accidental 
inveſtment which the imprudent Raymond 


had made on the preceding night at a 
eaming-houſe, not only of every guinea he 
could command, but of ſeveral thouſand 
pounds he had no means of paying, 


but with the expected fortune of Miſs 


Beauclerc. 


He did not riſe from the Faro- table until 
four in the morning; having for the laſt 
three hours called inceſſantly for bumpers 
of Burgundy to aſſiſt his judgment, and acee- 


lerate his better fortune: and then finding 


every perſon declined his bets,” he 


100k, the advice of one of his kind com- 
| panions, and reeled to his lodgings, where 


he was put to bed by his ſervant, who had 


heard him mention whilſt he was drefling, 


that he had an appointment of ſome conſe- 
quence at ten the next day. From this 


intimation the man ventured to wake him 
at a quarter after nine, when Sophia's 
T3: amiable 


6 ROS ELLA. 
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amiable and beloved Auguſtus ſtarted from 
his miſerable ſlumbers with an aching head, 


nerves unſtrung, and a mind in which con- 


fuſion, hated recollection, torturing regret, 
irreſolution, and anguiſh warred with incon- 


- ceivable tumult. In this mood, he twice 


walked forward with the determination of 

confeſſing the whole of his mad folly to 
r · . | 

Miſs Beauclerc, and decline, what he was 


certain ſhe would even then perfiſt in, per- 


mitting her to ſhare the poverty and diſ- 
grace into which he had plunged himſelf ; 
but reluctant ſhame, and the dread of be- 


holding the diftreſs this avowal mjit 0002» 


fon, twice arreſted his ſteps, and g 


to write what he was convinced he ws: 


the power to utter. As he vw. hy ſtening 
back to his lodgings. the ſecc: , Ziitie, he 


happened, as he. turned into Piccadilly, to. 
caſt his eyes upon the dial of St. James's 
church, and ſaw that it was already con- 


ſiderably paſt ten. The ſituation of Sophia 
ſtruck upon his recollection like a flaſh of 
lightning, waiting in a ſuſpenſe too morti- 


fying 


N bad on 


ROSELLA. - 


fiing and diſtreſſing to admit of further 
deliberation on his part, and a third time 

he faced about to complete: his evil deſtiny. 

In ſtriding up Sackville-Street with haſty 

and agitated ſteps, he remembered, for the 

firſt time, that he had not a guinea in his 
purſe, and with a half deſperate ſmile! of 
ſelf-ridicule, he knocked at the door of+a 
friend whoſe abode he paſſed, to borrow 
twenty pieces. This companion in diſſipa- 
tion was at the breakfaſt table; and as For- 
tune had been as favorable to him the even- 

ing before as ſhe had been cruel toRaymond, 

the ſum in queſtion paſſed from the hands 
Zane A agant to the other with much 
N 1 not but the lender had heard the 
whiſpered ruin of the borrower, but he 
happen J to poſſeſs a heart which required 
a longer time in the ſchool of the world to 
harden, than that of a toniſh lounger uſually 
takes. 


Raymond threw the money into his 
walſtcoat pocket, ſhook the hand of his 
B 4 friend, 
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—— ge 


friend, and | declaring that he was upon 
- buſineſs of /ome conſequence, flew out of the 
-Houſe, and without admitting any more 
reflection, marched to his ſtation at the 
' ſteps of the church, where however he 
arrived as ſoon as Sophia, who having read 
of the numberleſs accidents which haraſs 
the ſoul of a beautiful young creature, and 4 
impede her progreſs in adventures of this 
kind, did not think it expedient to be 43 
punctual to the time appointed. 1 
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Under theſe threatening auſpices were the 
ill- boding nuptials of Raymond performed. 
His bride, bidding him adieu before he 7 Y 4 
quitted the church, tripped to the houſe of 1 
a viſiting acquaintance in a neighbouring 
ſtreet, as had been preconcerted, and com- * ll © 
plaining of an accident that had ſeparated F; 
her from her attendant, borrowed a ſervant 
to follow her home, where ſhe found John 
already arrived, to whom the maniteſted 
great diſpleaſure for remaining fo long in 
the op. by which means, ſhe ſaid, be 
. Ro: 
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ROSELLA, . 2 


had not obſerved her turn ine Brock · Street * 


With her friends. 


8 then withdrew to her dreſſing- 
room, exulting extremely at the charming 


perſpective that preſented itſelf, of a train 


of incidents moſt delightfully intereſting, and 
ſweetly, romantic. She threw up her vell 
as ſhe walked to- and fro before a large 
mirror; not from the ordinary vanity of 
admiring her face or figure, though they 
were both really engaging, but from the 
more elevated pleaſure of beholding i pro- 
pria perſona a heroine in the bloom of 
youth, emerging into thoſe delightful, myſ- 
terious, and ſentimental ſituations which ſo 
agrecably occupy the imagination, when 
viewed within the incloſure of a tremendous 


breadth of margin, and caſed in a ſurtaut of 


marbled paper, extremely foiled by the 
devotion of the curious. 


Poor Raymond meantime, who was mo- 
meptarily Tecovering from the confuſion . 


ks: attending 9 
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attending an intoxication not ſufficiently 
ſlept off, was alive to the horrors of his 
fate, which the folly, the madneſs, and, in 
the eye of the world, the villany of his con- 
cealed marriage completed moſt effectually. 
He grinned with rage and deſpair, ſtalked 
about his apartment as if he meant to cruſh 
a giant at every flep, and curſed himſelf 
alternately for a fool, a dolt, an ideot, and a 
ſcoundrel. At length, in ſpite of the energy 
of his anguiſh and regret, he began to feel 
extremely weary and exhauſted with this 
- unprofitable exerciſe ; and having ſketched 
in his diſtempered fancy a haſty plan of 
future conduct, he fat down to write a 
farewell letter to his unſuſpecting bride, in 
which very little was to be underſtood but 
that he quitted her for ever becauſe her 
generous confidence in his hon and the 
faſcinating graces of her perſon had made a 
. laſting impreſſion on his heart; and finally, 
/ XY that being already a wretch beneath the - 
FT: regard of every honeſt man—ſunk into the 
1 loweſt pit of infamy, he left her becauſe he 
* oh A could 
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could not endure in her eyes to be a- vil- 
lain, Having ſealed up this eloquent, but 
very incomprehenſible epiſtle, he dropped 
it into his pocket, with ſome papers 
relating to his deranged affairs, and walking 
to a coach ſtand, threw himſelf into a 
hack, and was carried by his directions to 

— Street, the reſidence of Mr. Mordaunt, 
an upright man of the law, who had been 
one of his guardians, and had manifeſted an 
intereſt, almoſt paternal, in his welfare. To 
this honeſt man he unfolded a long tiffue 
of imprudence and infatuated extravagance, 
ending in the unfortunate incidents of the 
preceding night, but carefully concealing 


the event of the morning. He had, when 


his fortune was little impaired, avowed to 
Mr. Beauclerc his admiration of his daugh- 


ter, who in his rejection of ſuch a ſuitor, 


veiled an incorrigible reluctance to part with 


money under the anxious foreſight of a 
parent, and to the claims of poor Raymond 


oppoſed his well-known failings and follies. 


P:qued at the old man's too juſt repreſen- 
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tations, he affected to continue his ſuit 
without ſeeking bis approbation, till its full 
ſucceſs with Sophia taught him the prudence. 
which alone could conciliate her father. But 
Mr. Beauclerc's prejudice and averſion 
were now too completely fixed to be re- 
moved by forbearance or ſubmiſſion, and 
the young people conſequently conſulted 
only their mutual prepoſſeſſion. Raymond 
knew that the fortune of Sophia would little 


more than ſatisfy the demands of his plun- 


derers, and under circumſtances ſo aggra- 
vating to the feelings of her irritated father, 
from hin they could hope nothing: when 
therefore he was ſilent on the ſubject of his 
marriage, his motive was not want of inge- 
nuouſneſs, but a fear left in diſcloſing it, he 
ſhould cruſh his too confiding wife in the 


ruin that annihilated him. 


Mr. Mordaunt beard his narrative with 


WD i ſteady look of concern, and prepared, at 


his requeſt, to make out a double liſt of 


dehtar and creditor to the eſtate of Auguſtus | 
5 Raymond, who, of fifty thouſand pounds 


bequeathed 


= 
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bequeathed him by his father, contrived to 
point out to his filent hearer, two thouſand 
of the ſum in the five per cents, and three 
hundred more in the hands of a banker, 


beſides a few ſums ſcattered as loans amongſt 
his quondam friends and companions ; a 


couple of ſaddle-horſes at a livery ſtable, 


where they had ſtood till their maſter was 
indebted double the ſum they were worth ; 
and a curricle with a pair of bright bays not 
paid for, CONT the liſt. 


On the contra ſide of the account ſtood 
Imprimis—To the Honorable Thomas Eſt- 
court five thouſand three hundred pounds— 
To Major Hangon four thouſand—and to 
Lord Quye three thouſand five hundred. 
Lodgings for fix months, eighty guineas.— 
The valet three months' wages, ten pounds 


ten. Mr. Mordaunt uttered a peeviſh ejacu- 


lation. — The groom, the taylor, the mercer, 


the hatter, the boot-maker, ths hoſter, the 
ſhoe-maker, the perfumer. 
puppies!“ exclaimed the 2 man in a rage 
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he could no longer ſuppreſs, © contemptible E 
madmen that you are! diſguſted with your L 
frivolous beings before you have well quitted 
your leading- ſtrings, and affecting the apathy 
of ſages before you have well attained the age 
of manhood fixed, bent upon no earthly 
object but galloping on to ruin with all 
the frantic energy of hydrophobia! What 
is your aim hat is your end ?—You know 
not; but you ruſh forward with fury to 
eſcape from yourſelves, and woe be to the 
unwary whom evil Fortune places in your 


path!“ 


The wild impatience of Raymond was 
irritated by this effuſion; he frowned, bit 
his lips, and daſhed the papers which had 
occaſioned it to the further corner of the 
room. Mr. Mordaunt took his hand as he 
ſeemed preparing to ruſh out of the houſe. 
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% Raymond,” ſaid he, do you not 
ſuppoſe I am intereſted for your well- being?“ 
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« Yes, =: 


cc Yes, yes, returned the young man; 
% have the compaſſion, however, not to 
demonſtrate it at this moment by uſeleſs 
lectures.“ 


He then declared that his intention was 
to quit England immediately, if the friend- 
ſhip of Mr. Mordaunt would induce him 
to undertake the arrangement of his deſpe- 
rate affairs, as far, at leaſt, as they could be 
arranged. 


Mr. Mordaunt argued and reaſoned 
againſt precipitation with much perſeverance; 
but at length finding that Raymond was 
deaf to perſuaſion, he offered to furniſh 


him with recommendatory letters to ſome 
gentlemen he had formerly well known, who. 


were at preſent high in the Council at 
Bombay. The young man eagerly caught 
at the propoſal which ſoothed his fickening 
Heart with the idea of leaving far behind 
him all thoſe ſcenes of regretted diſſipation 


in which his happineſs had been wrecked, 
| and 


F 
| 


* 
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and of kde himſelf for ever 1 his for- 
mer aſſociates, whoſe ſcorn or compaſſion 
he could not endure to be the object of. In 
the preſent ſtate of his mind, every thing 
was to be done in a moment, every plan 
put in practice at the inſtant it was formed; | 
and he urged Mr. Mordaunt to diſpatch: 
the promiſed letters without delay, as he 
_ to leave London before ſunſet. 


The good man was Aartled bo this de- 

claration ; but a moment of reflection deter- | 
mined him not to oppoſe it, and he pro- = 3 
miſed that his credentials ſhould be ready 
when he was prepared to demand them. 0 
Raymond then left him, procce:led in his as 
hack to the India- Houſe, to endeavor. to al 
| ſecure a paſſage 1 in the firſt veſſel expected ti 
to fail to Bombay, and found that the laſt d: 
ſhip taken up for. that ſettlement, had left m 
the Downs a fortnight back: he learned how- . | C0 
ever that the purſer of an Indiaman bound 21 Mm 
— 5 Madras, had juſt received his final diſ- th. 
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the next morning at daybreak. The let- 
| ters of Mr. Mordaunt were totally  forgot= _ 

| ten—for Madras, Cochin-china, Peru, or 
the Coaſt of Africa were equally deſirable to 
him at that inſtant, and he determined to 
haſten to Portſmouth when he had packed 9 
up ſome baggage, and poſſeſſed himſelf of 1 
the three hundred pounds in the hands of 
his banker, to whoſe houſe he immediately 


drove, and received the money. ER 


He was now obliged to return by appoint= : Eo | 
ment to Mr. Mordaunt, to execute a deed —_ 
which inveſted him with the power of re- 
ceiving the ſums due to him, and to liquidate 

as far as poſſible every demand upon him; 
and to this ſteady friend Raymond imparted * 
his new deftination. In vain did Mr. Mor- 
daunt very gravely repreſent that recom- 
mendations addreſſed to people at Bombay, 
could be of little ſervice at Madras; ſtill 
however he would not withhold them, in 
the hope that they might be of ſervice 
on a future emergency. 
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5 Raymond, ſupported by the fever of his 


mind, then flew to his lodgings, where with 
indefatigable perſeverance, he aſſiſted his 


valet to put up ſuch of his effects as he 


thought neceſſary to take with him—a taſk 


he undertook both to haſten the man, and 


to drive reflection from himſelt. 


1 
o 


His ſervant imagined he was accompanys 
ing a flying party upon ſome mad excur- 


ſion—a ſurmiſe that was ſtrengthened, when 
his maſter refuſed to let him ſtep to the 
laundreſs, to demand ſome linen ſhe ought 
to have brought home the day before ; and 
he obeyed all the directions of Raymond 
without perceiving in his tumultuous hurry, 
any thing more extraordinary than unſub- 


ſided intoxication. - A poſt-chaiſe was then 


ordered, part of the baggage attached to it, 


and the remainder diſpoſed in the inſide 


of the carriage. Raymond ordered it to 
— Street, telling his valet as he quitted 
him, to deſire the people of the houſe to 


apply for the money due to them, to Mr. 
| Mordaunt, 
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Mordaunt, who would likewiſe diſcharge 
him and the groom. The fellow now, for 
the firſt time, gueſſed the ſituation of 
affairs, but was too much confounded by 


the ſudden intelligence, and was tog well 
acquainted with the impetuoſity of his 


maſter, to give way to the inſolence he felt 
well diſpoſed to utter. 


Mr. Mordaunt was at dinner when Ray- 
mond paid this final viſit; and as the un- 
happy young man equally loathed ſociety 
and food, he could not be prevailed upon 
to take a ſeat at the table, but Neft his 
chaiſe in waiting at the door, whilſt he 
walked into Oxford-Road to depoſit his 
letter to Sophia in the poſt, now that he 
was aſſured he ſhould have quitted London 
before ſhe could receive it. Shocked how- 
ever on reflecting upon the ſudden anguiſh 
ſhe muſt experience at a communication ſo 
abrupt, his intention fluctuated; he again 
took poſſeſſion of a coach for the greater 
diſpatch, and ordered the man to haſten 

| to 


bo ROSELLA, > * 

to Berwick- Street: the fellow required the i + 
number, and receiving two or three oaths FF 
for an anſwer, mounted his box with infinite | ] 
celerity, and drove off at a full cancer, 


N. W 


/ — L : j 
4 2 22 I aa F X * 2 
0 l 8 7 N s 8 * 1 Bu 
tag 8 7 
2 N Pak . nnn. ]“. — : * 
1 ———— n 1 W tes 8 : » © ** 0 : .: 26 
WP. 2 : ö 17 rr r 
Fw g * 4 
" A « —< * oy 
** 
= of 


D 
- 


| } 
„ 8 0 
In Berwick-Street reſided the confidential I; 
friend of Sophia, who having acquired ſen- | 
timents equally romantic, and not being in | t 
a ſituation quite ſo elevated as that of Miſs | - f 
Beauclerc, undertook, with equal pride and. : g 
pPlwKkbaſure, the taſk of forwarding the corre= | 5 
2 ſpondence of the lovers. A dangerous illneſs d 
"which had ſeized her mother, prevented her 10 
attendance at the ceremony of the morning; v 
but Sophia had very kindly relieved the u 
ennui of a ſick chamber (where no adven- 1 
ture could poſſibly be preſented to her by 1 
her better deſtiny, except in the guiſe of h: 
an amant medicin) by the precaution of diſ- hi 
patching a billet to notify that the die was in 
. _ caſt, and her fate accompliſhed. When the ut 
FE  __Þridegroom, therefore, appeared before her oa 
| with a countenance portraying much of the ar 
anxiety and perturbation of his diſtracted 
5 TY mind, 
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NEUE. 21 
mind, her ſilent ſuggeſtions allowed him 
time to inform her that his imprudence had 
undone. him, that his fortune was annihi- 
lated, and himſelf an outcaſt. He entreated 
her to break the diſaſtrous tidings with ten- 
derneſs to her friend, and when ſhe put the 
letter, he now produced, into her hand, to 
conjure her for her own ſake, never. to 


. think of him more. The confidante was | 
. | for a moment thunderſtruck at this intelli- | 4 
= gence; but ſhortly recovering, herſelf by a 
FE recollection of the charming, intereſting | 
diſtreſſes all this muſt inevitably occaſion, A 

. ſhe very carefully treaſured in her memory = 
what the ſelf-baniſhed wanderer incautiouſly i 
- | uttered relating to his deſtination ; and when 4 | 
5 he had wrung her hand, and bid her fare- | | 
4 well, ſhe ſcarcely waited till the ſtreet- door 4 | 
E- 3 had cloled upon him, before ſhe wrote to . 
1 her beloved and ill. fated Sophia, abruptly 4 | 


— — CT 
SI 


| informing her of her huſband's flight, and 
urging her to follow him without heſitation; 
which if ſhe reſolved heroically to do, this 
amiable and tender daughter propoſed to 
leave 
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leave all that was dear to her, that ſhe 
might perform the duties of friendſhip 


in accompanying the intereſting fugitive. 


When the epiſtle was diſpatched, the con- 


fidante waited in great anxiety the effect of 
her prudent advice, now almoſt aſſured of 


its ſucceſs, and now fearful that the timi- 


dity of Sophia would diſconcert a ſtep fo 
eſſential to her adventurous career. | 


Raymond, little ſuſpeQing the miſchief 


his tender precaution had endangered, haſ- 


tened back to Mr. Mordaunt, who ſtill 


entreated him to poſtpone his haſty journey 
for one day at leaſt, that his departure might 


be rather better arranged ; but finding both 


prayers and remonſtrance vain, he fighed as 
he gave him his good wiſhes, intermixed 
with ſome ſage advice, and ſaw him depart 
with a dejection of which Raymond more 
than partook, when he preſſed his hand, and 
leaped into the chaiſe. 
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H E arrived at Portſmouth without acci- 
dent, having been compelled however to 
re{t ſeveral hours upon the road, from a 
want of poſt-horſes to carry him forward ; 
ſo that his intention of travelling all night 
was fruſtrated, and it was rather late the 
following morning when he quitted his laſt 
chaiſe at the Crown, whither the driver took 


him. Having refreſhed . himſelf, with re- 


newed impetuoſity he haſtened to a boat, 
and defired to be rowed to the Indiaman, 
As the men leiſurely puſhed off, one of them 
made {ome enquiry, to which Raymond 


replied” 
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replied at random, and then nk into a 


deep reverie, from which he awoke at the 
expiration of two hours, to find that he had 
been taken to a foreign veſſel from Bengal. 
In an exceſſive ill- humour he gave new 
directions, and at length found himſelf on 
board the = Tndiaman. Here he met 
with a freſh exerciſe of patience ; the Cap- 


' tain had juſt gone on ſhore, and he was 


informed by the firſt mate that every birth 
was occupied, and not a nook left to ſwing 
another hammock, unleſs the commander 
would conſent to pare off a bit of his own 
cabin, which had already undergone an 
operation of the ſame kind. It was con- 
jectured that the Captain would remain on 
ſhore till the arrival of the Purſer; and the 
Hotel he frequented was mentioned to 
who declined an invitation to 
drink a bottle of wine in the cuddy, and 
was rowed back to Portſmouth in a moſt 
unenviable ſtate of mind, accompanied with 
an inveterate head- ach. | 
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Almoſt deſpairing of ſucceeding in his 
application to the Captain, and exhauſted 
by fatigue and. anxiety, a ſulky deſpon- 
dence ſupplied the place of the indefatigable 
exertions he had uſed: inſtead of ſeeking 
out the man who would inſtantly end his 
ſuſpenſe by granting or refuſing his requeſt, 
a dread leſt it ſhould terminate as he 
feared, made him reſolve to defer his en- 
quiry, whilſt he took a ſolitary dinner, 
that he might not faint for nouriſhment 
rather than in obedience to the calls of 
hunger. 


It was near ſeven in the evening when he 
threw himſelf into a clumſy old-faſhioned 
couch, that ornamented the apartment to 


_ which he had been introduced; and whilſt 


the people of the houſe prepared what he 
had ordered, unconſcious of the lapſe of 
time, he remained a prey to the moſt tor- 
turing reflections, till a more than uſual 
buſtle throughout the houſe awakened his 
attention ; and ſtarting up, he rung the bell 
VOL. I. 0 with 
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with ſuch violence, that the handle and 
part of the rope remained in his hand, un- 
ſuſtained by the broken wire; but no one 
anſwering the ſignal, he threw open the 
door of the apartment, and called to the 
waiters in a loud tone of angry impatience ; 


yet had a legion obeyed the ſummons, poor ; 
Raymond would. no longer have heeded t 
them, for his whole attention and every * 
faculty were engrofled by the figure of a 
Sophia's confidante, who attracted by the tl 
. well-known {ound of his voice, iſſued from * 
a neighbouring room, and beckoned to him af 
in filent dignity to enter it. But a preſage 
of the ſcene which there awaited him, and 
a full recollection of his delinquency, made DOI 
him a coward, and his motion was rather her 


retrograde, until the lady urged him for- 
ward, by exclaiming that her poor friend 
would expire if he perſiſted in deſerting 

her. Miſs Beauclerc, or rather Mrs. Ray- 
mond, had really fainted from fatigue and 

the agitation of her ſpirits, upon receiving. 

on entering the houſe, an anſwer to the 

enquiries 


i 


enquiries ſhe had till then vainly made, 


which revived her almoſt extinguiſhed 
hopes. | 


The meeting was on either fide very ten- 
der, and had not the confidante Miſs Selina 
Swinney, been preſent to note down in the 

tablets of her memory every ſentence that 
was uttered—every entreaty of forgiveneſs 
on one fide, and promiſe of forgiveneſs on 
the other, neither Raymond nor Sophia 


would probably have recolle&ed fix words 
of a ſcene ſo intereſting. 


The fugitive forgot for the preſent the pur- 
port of his journey : he removed-his wife and 
heradventurous friend on the followingday to 
the Iſle of Wight, and at their requeſl, went in 
ſearch of lodgings, where they might remain 
a week or two, with the leaſt chance of 
attracting the attention of travellers or in- 
habitants. He ſoon found ſome pretty 


apartments to be let, at a neat cottage look- 


ing building, about half a mile from Steep- 
hill, in a ſituation too beautifully romantic 


4 2 however, 
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af 


however, to allow of the retirement he was 
| conſcious would be prudent ; but he was 
ſatisfied that it would delight Sophia, and 
that conſideration prevailed, 


They removed to this little habitation 
the next day, and Raymond found that he 
had perfectly well conſulted the taſte of his 
fair wife, who was 1n raptures with her new 
dwelling, His own mind was far from 
being in a ſtate to reliſn the moſt attractive 
ſcenery, or the moſt ſublime forms that have 
ever decked the ſurface of the earth: the 


immenſe cliff, at the fide of which the cottage 


appeared to cling, though it afforded the 


moſt rich and pictureſque proſpects, —or the 


varying ocean that rolled beneath it, gave 
him no delight, whilſt his heart reproached 
him with having clouded the fair perſpective 
of a proſperous and happy life, to which 
Miſs Beauclerc had appeared well entitled to 
look forward. He had not yet found 
courage to tell her the extent of his debts, 
or even that his property was reduced to the 
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contents of his pocket-book ; and ſhe very 
naturally imagined that if he could be 
contented with ſuch a retreat as chance had 


then conducted them to, which was a 
paradiſe to her enthuſiaſtic mind, the intereſt 
of her fortune might almoſt, if not wholly, 


ſupport them in it: in a few months ſhe 
ſhould be able to claim it ;—what delightful 
ſatisfaction did ſhe not promiſe herſelf, when 
ſhe could preſent it to him, and bid him 
forget the paſt! _ 


At the expiration of a few days, Miſs 


Swinney began to feel weary of her ſitua- 


tion, in ſpite of her ardent fidelity, and the 
charm of being confidante to ſuch an ami- 
able and unfortunate pair. Mrs. Raymond 
had now another object of everlaſting and 
unalterable affection, and poor Selina miſſed 
thoſe ſtrings of kind epithets and profeſſions 
of fervent friendſhip ſhe had been accuſtom- 


ed to receive from her. The ungrateful 


Auguſtus too, no longer treated her with 
that delicate attention and brotherly re- 
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gard which had formerly rendered her his 
ſtrenuous advocate : on the contrary, when 
Sophia was not preſent, he invariably ſunk 
into a gloomy reverie, and ſometimes ſo 
far forgot himſelf, as to ſuffer exclamations 
of regret and deſpair to eſcape him: nay, 
when ſhe reminded him of her critical and 
well-timed interference to prevent his cruel 
baniſhment from the boſom- of love and 
friendſhip, he curfed this boaſted interfe- 
rence with vehement execration, and faid it 


| had rendered him a miſerable, abject, and 


diſhonored wretch. 
All this was very ſtrange to the gentle 
Selina, who conjectured, and fancied, and 


- feared, and trembled at the dubious fate of 
her charming friend. But as Raymond 


invariably ſtruggled againſt his ſecret cha- 
grin and anxiety in the preſence of his wife, 


and not only ſeemed, but really was much 


attached to her, Miſs Swinney left to time 


and circumſtance to unravel the dark emo- 


tions of the myferious Auguſtus, and fat 
| „ down 
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down well ſatisfied with the efforts ſhe had 


made to conduct him and Sophia to the 
greateſt of all ſublunary good, which ſhe 
believed to conſiſt of a mutual attachment, 
within the romantic walls of a charming 


cottage they had likewiſe a magnificent 

proſpect of mountains ending in grey hills 7 
and blue miſts, occaſionally irradiated: by a 
pale and majeſtic moon, whoſe beams might 


ſerve to throw a light upon. the broad 
ſhoulders and awkward gait of ſome ſheep- 


ſtealer, or hen-rooſt ſtripper, whom imagi- 


nation might, upon an emergency, convert 


into the leader of Banditti; and finally; the 


daſhing of impetuous waves to regale at 
once the eye and ear. 


With ſuch defirable objects before her, 
had Miſs Selina been bleſſed with two or 


three tender lovers, (he would have thought 
little of her fick mother, whoſe hand ſhe _ 


had kifled with great energy the night ſhe 
had been impelled by ſacred friendſhip to 
deſert her; and twice, after ſhe had quitted 
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the good lady's apartment, he turned 
back to water it with tears. After the due 


obſervance of theſe cuſtomary ceremonies, 


ſhe felt her  compunction conſiderably 


abated, and fulfilled the generous purpoſes 
of her ſoul with great compoſure. Mrs. 
Raymond, on the contrary, in ſpite of the 


romantic enthuſiaſm of her ſentiments, the 


perſuaſions of her adviſer, and her anxiety 
to prevent the purpoſed emigration of her 
huſband, could ſcarcely be induced to quit 
the houſe of her father clandeſtinely ; and 
after a reſidence of a week in the Ifle of 
Wight, her remorſe was highly ſtimulated 


upon reading the following advertiſement 


in the newipaper Mr. Raymond took in. 


? 


„ ELOPEMENT. 


% Whereas 'a young lady has lately 


deſerted the roof of her unhappy parents, 
as they ſuppoſe from an attachment they 
appeared to diſcourage, they are induced 
thus to ſolicit her return to her home, where 


ſhe 
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ll 
ſhe will be received with kindneſs and - 
indulgence. If the young lady will write 
a few lines to her mother, ſhould ſhe not 
be willing to rely wholly upon this decla- 
ration, it will much relieve the anxiety and 
affliction that has been, and is ſtill expe- 
rienced. The companion of her flight will 
be likewiſe forgiven by her relations, ſhould 
her perſuaſions prevail with her friend to 
comply with the earneſt. entreaty of her 
parents, who will not fail to acknowledge 
the benefit ſhe will have then conferred 
upon them.” 


Sophia reed theſe lines with great emo- 
tion, and pointing them out to her huſband, 
watched his countenance whilft be haſtily 
ran them over: he changed color twice, 
and made no immediate reply. 


„ This is more than I had dared to 
hope,” ſaid Mrs. Raymond timidly, after a 
ſhort pauſe : „Dear Auguſtus, will you 
: | Q-5 | not 
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not ſuffer me to avail myſelf of ſuch kind 


conceſſions | ET 
« You are not certain, 


replied he, in 


painful confuſion, **/that you are the per- 


ſon meant by this advertiſement.” 


% Oh yes, yes, Tam quite certain that 3 


can be no other.“ 
J have no doubt of it,” cried Miſ 


Swinney, who had been reading the para- 


graph two or three times with great atten- 
tion; © but I cannot divine what acknow- 
ledgment your father alludes to, my dear 


friend, unleſs indeed Mrs. Beauclerc means 


to adopt me inſtead of her darling Sophia, 
who will now, ſhe muſt neceflarily think, 

reſide with her huſband : and you know, 
Sophy, this would be à very natural plan, 
as you and I are ſo congenial in ſentiment 
and diſpoſition ; for it muſt needs be a 
great conſolation to your tender mamma, to 
converſe daily with one who flatters herſelf 
ſhe is the counterpart of her daughter.“ 


* 


\ Raymond, 
3; 7 
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Raymond, who was walking haſtily up 
and down the room, was ſtrongly tempted 
to diſpute this affertion ; but the tears of 


his wife, who ſoftly ejaculated, © My poor 
mother!“ now claimed all his attention. 


e Sophy,” cried he, © I am diſtreſſed, - 
Heaven knows how much, that I cannot 


fulfil the expectations this adve:tiſement has 
raiſed in your affectionate boſom ! I told 
you that I was an undone wretch, but ] did 
not tell you all :—it is impoſſible that I can 


appear in the world ; ſituated as 1 am, I 


would not again enter London for what 


the whole univerſe could offer me.” 


/ 


Mrs. Raymond was ſhocked : his vehe- 


mence bad ſtartled her, and ſhe wept bit- 
very | 1 


cc But,” continued he, I am not ſuch 


a villain as deliberately to drag you into the 


ruin I have brought upon myſelf: return to 


| . 132 
your father's houſe, where an affectionate 
. welcome 


3 


LI 


1 0 = 
. 
þ * 
+ ” 4 _ 1 - 
* A 1 4 
= "WR 2 * _ " 
8 338 5 
o 


q of 
$ 
mz 
K 
; 
7 
\ 7 
11 
1 
: 
* 
f 
* 
| 
3 
x 


: 
f 
1 
i 
1 
| 
3 
g 
9 
N 
1 
i 


. N 
22 * 


— * 0 1 
—— — 


8 ROSELL A. 


welcome awaits you; tell him you have 
married a beggar, who has too much pride 
to owe his ſubſiſtence to the bounty of a 
man who rejected his alliance in a ſituation 
of comparative affluence; and if future 
circumſtances will allow it, preſerve your 
unhappy connection with me a ſecret from 
the world, and endeavor to forget it 
yourſelf.” — 

« Do you caſt me off?” exclaimed ſhe 
in an agony : © if you are a beggar, ſo am 
II aſk no better fate than you muſt ex- 
perience : I wiſh for no greater happineſs or 
higher fortune than to ſhare your deſtiny ! 
Suffer me only to write to my mother to 


beg her forgiveneſs for having left her {0 


Precipitately.“ 


returned he: yet, deareſt Sophy, let 
me conjure you to adopt my plan, and do 
not believe for a moment that I would con- 
ſent to part with you without being com- 
pelled by a dreadful neceſſity. Do not 
write by this poſt; perhaps I may acquire 
| „„ '˙inwy courage 


«I am not barbarian enough to refuſe | 
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courage to inform you of the extent of my 


imprudence — worſe than imprudence it 
was ingratitude and diſhonor when you 


had committed your happineſs to my care!“ 


« What do you mean?“ ſhe aſked in 
oreat alarm. 


<« Don't queſtion me now,” cried he, in 
an accent of impatience ; * perhaps I may 
ſhortly tell you all—at preient 1 cannot 


I am greatly diſordered, my head throbs to 
diſtracion—I muſt try if the air will relieve 


„ 7 
8 ) 
Before Mrs. Raymond could reply, he 
flew out of the houſe. Miſs Swinney, who 
had been a very\attentive obſerver of this 
enchanting ſcene, and had almoſt enjoyed 
the intereſting diſtreſs and unfeigned miſery. 


of either party, now thought proper to f 


conſole her weeping friend, declaring at 
the ſame time, that ſhe had never beheld 
any thing ſo gracefully pathetic. © I am 
convinced, my beloved Sophia,” continued 
ſhe, „that you were born to ſhine in 
adverſity: 
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adverſity: no- I never yet ſaw anguiſh fo 
delightfully attractive! You are quite a 
heroine—don't wiſh, my dear, to be a hap- 
pier one, for diſtreſs quite becomes you; 
ſo be comforted, my deareſt friend; I-am 
ſure your adventures are infinitely inte- 
reſting !” 5 

« Ah, Selina,” interrupted Mrs. Ray- 
mond, I cannot find the charm in what 
we uſed to call adventures, which 1 had 
fooliſhly promiſed myſelf; and I would 
forego them all, to find myſelf eſtabliſhed _ 
in my father's houſe, and poor Auguſtus 
high in his favor, and reconciled to him- 
ſelf.“ | | 
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Mits Swinney reprobated ſuch tame de- 
generate ſentiments, and after a few anxious 
_ conjectures from her friend, concerning the 
nature of the confeſſion Raymond had pro- 
miſed to make, and ſome expreſſions of ſoli- 
citude for his indiſpoſition, they ſauntered 
into a ſmall garden adjoining the houle. 
From this ſpot the eye could wander over 
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the country to a conſiderable diſtance on 


the one ſide, and had only the ocean and 
the horizon for a boundary on the other. 
Miſs Swinney ſeated herſelf in the attitude 
of a penſive heroine, on a bench the former 


inmates of the houſe had erected; and So- 


phia took two or three thoughtful turns to 
the extent of the encloſure, her mind till 
occupied by the intended diſcovery of her 
huſband, who in an hour was ſeen half way 
up the cliff on his return home. His ap- 
pearance did not denote great cheerfulneſs, 


but he ſeemed much more compoſed than 


when he had quitted her, and ſhe was only 
reſtrained from flying to meet him by the 
fear of being importunate. His approach 


was much retarded by the winding of the 
road, interſected here and there by a croſs 
path ; and as her eyes followed the figure of 
Raymond, which was ſometimes obſcured 


at a ſudden angle by a fence of bloſſoming 


myrtle, ſhe obſerved a party of gentlemen 


on horſeback, taking the bridle way to ſome 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure grounds ſurrounding a neighbour- 
ing ſeat. 7 


Raymond did not regard them, till a loud 
halloo, followed by his own name moſt audi- 
bly pronounced, effectually awakened his 
attention. Sophia ſaw him ſtart with great 
apparent emotion, and ſhe fancied too, that 


ſhe beheld the color forſake ins cheeks, 
and eagerly endeavore d to catch the ac- 


cents ſhe ir diſtinctly heard as they floated 
on the breeze. Raymond. ſpoke with geſ- 
tures of violent agitation, and her boſom 


beat with redoubled alarm. He had faid | 
that the univerie ſhould not tempt him 


to approach the metropphs—< Perhaps,” 


thought Sophia, * thele* men are from 


thence, and the meeting a moſt unpleaſant 


one.“ > 


The event but too well juſtified this ſup- 
poſition; for almoſt at the moment it was 
formed, Raymond levelled a blow at one of 


the party, that threw him from his horſe : 
terror 
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terror prevented her from diſcerning any 
thing further, and the ſhriek it extorted 
from her, brought Miſs Swinney to her 
aſſiſtance, as ſhe was ſinking to the earth; 
but whilſt her arms ſupported poor Sophia, 
her tongue added to the anguiſh and horror - 
ſhe experienced, 


« Oh my God!” exclaimed (He, © 1s 
Raymond mad? He is ſtruggling with four 
or five men !--Lord, I hope they are not 
Bailiffs !*? | | 

« Bailiffs !”” repeated Sophia, in a faint 
accent. | 

«© Oh no,” reſumed her inconſiderate 


companion, © I ſee now that they have the 


appearance of men of faſhion. Good Hea- 
vens ! he will certainly have twenty affairs 
of honor upon his hands.— What will be- 
come of us !” | 

« Which way did he go?” cried Mrs. 
Raymond, ſtarting wildly, © I will follow 
him!“ | 


«« Certainly,” 
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92 Certainly,” rejoined Miſs Selina in a 


quick accent, © we ought to follow them; 
perhaps the adventure will not prove at the 


denouement fo unpleaſant—at leaſt I am 
ſure it muſt be intereſting.” 5 


kia _ already at a little gate that 


opened into the public path, which the flew 


down with ſuch incautious ſwiftneſs, that a 
_ - looſe pebble rolling under her foot, twiſted 
her ancle ſo violently, that ſhe fainted with 


pain and ſickneſs. Miſs Swinney, whoſe 
form was not ſo light as that of her fair 
friend, and whoſe mind was far from being 
ſtimulated with the ſame anxious eagerneſs, 


had not moved with ſuch celerity, and was 


at ſome diſtance when the accident hap- 


pened ; ſo that it was wholly attributed to 


excels of fine feeling, and the agony of a 
ſtrained ancle not even ſuſpected to have 


any ſhare in the cataſtrophe. 


1] The gentle Selina ſeated herſelf, therefore, 
by the ade of the proſtrate ſufferer, and 
— 
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pronounced a ſoliloquy ſo moving, that it 
brought the tears into her own eyes : the 
more lovely ones of Sophia opened ere 1t 


was entirely ended, and ſcarcely knowing 


what ſhe ſaid, ſhe entreated that a meſſen- 
ger might be diſpatched to Raymond, to 
implore his immediate return. 


When Miſs Swinney diſcovered that ſhe 


was unable to move, ſhe ſent a girl who had 


approached from curioſity, to deſire aſſiſt- 
ance from their lodgings ; but in anſwer to 


the requeſt of her friend, profeſſed that ſhe 


knew not which way Raymond had taken. 


A man and woman ſervant, who had been 


hired fince their reſidence in the iſland, ran 
hafuly to the place on receiving the ſum- 
mons, and with their aſſiſtance Sophia was 
conveyed to her habitation, from whence a 
medical perſon was lent for. 


The confinement thus procured by her 
anxiety and impatience, was inſupportable 
to her, whilſt ſhe remained 1gnorant of the 
8 fate 
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fate of her imprudent and baſty-tempered 


Raymond. She had diſpatched different 
people in ſearch of him, who returned with- 
out any intelligence, and at midnight he 
was ſtill abſent. 1 


Miſs Swinney, in ſpite of her wiſhes to 
atchieve ſomething ſublime at a criſis ſo 
momentous, could not but be extremely 
touched at the watchful uneaſineſs of her 
friend, and ſat by her bed - ſide talking of 


patience and compoſure, till poor Sophia, 


wearied almoſt beyond endurance, was 
tempted to quarrel with her, as well as with 
the unlucky deſtiny that purſued her. 


. At daybreak the invalid was extremely 


.feveriſh, and the apothecary again ſent for, 


who practiſed the uſual ceremonies in fuch 


a caſe, and promiſed to compole a febrifuge 


that would perform wonders. The ancle 
was found to be quite diſcolored and ex- 


tremely ſwelled, and Mrs. Raymond was. 


wholly unable to endure the moſt trifling 
motion: 
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motion: but her agitation of mind was yet 

infinitely more painful; the epithets of 

barbarous, inhuman, and ſavage were level - 

led without œconomy at her huſband by 

the gentle Selina, and again was every 

creature round the place, of whatever age 
or ſex, diſperſed in ſearch of him. 


At about nine in the morning he made 
his appearance, and Miſs Swinney, who ran 
out to meet him, was ſhocked at his wild 
and haggard looks. 


< They tell me, faid hgne, “ 
poor Sophy is dangerouſly ill that ſhe has 
fallen, and is much hurt; nothing, I-think, 
but ſuch intelligence could have again 
brought me here.” 

« Good God!” exclaimed Selina, „ ſure- 
ly you could not have meditated to deſert 
her! Where have you been?“ 

<« In hell,” replied he, fiercely, „a hell 

I might have — had you not per- 
| ſuaded 
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me hither !” 

He then flew paſt her, and entered the 
chamber of Sophia; his countenance was 
now rather fluſhed, and no longer appeared 


ſo terrific; and as ſhe was aſſured of his 


. ſafety, his preſence conſiderably calmed her 


inquietude. He evaded giving any account 


of himſelf until ſhe had taken ſome reſt, 
which the ſervants had informed him ſhe 
had paſſed the night without; and Sophia, 
ſoothed by the affection he evinced, ſoon 
ſunk into a refreſhing ſlumber. Raymond 
then no longer retained the ſmall appear- 
ance of compoſure he had aſſumed, but 


gave himſelf up to the emotions that over- 


powered him, whilſt Miſs Swinney watched 
him with increaſing apprehenſion and 
curioſity. 


At length he left the room in an agony, 
5 and ſhe haſtily followed him in defiance of 
bis reproaches, which ſhe began very ſeri- 

5 ouſly 


| ſuaded that dear unfortunate girl to follow 


his 


co 
te: 
feſ 


inf 


ouſly to dread would be her portion from 
every party. Raymond had thrown him- 


ſelf on a chair, where ſhe found him agitated 


by contending paſhons, every muſcle of 
his face convulſed, and the whole coun- 
tenance ſuffuſed with a deep crimſon. 
Alarmed at the ſpectacle he exhibited, ſhe 
| burſt into tears; and when he took her 
hand, and begged her forgiveneſs of any 
haſty expreſſion he -might have uſed in 
his anxiety and diftreſs, ſhe found that he 
was burning with fever. This diſcovery 


completed her terror, and her queſtions, 


tears, and commiſeration produced a con- 
feſſion from Raymond that he had been 
inſulted and challenged by a gentleman he 
had unexpectedly met the day before, whom 
he had, about an hour back, ſeverely, but 


not dangerouſly, wounded in the rencontre 


that enſued: be then conjured her to keep 


the circumſtance from the knowledge of 


Sophia, which ſhe promiſed, and in return 
entreated him to retire to an apartment 
which ſhould inſtantly be prepared for him, 

| _ 
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that he might endeavor to repoſe ; but 
- this he peremptorily refuſed, alledging as a 

reaſon, that Mr. Eſtcourt, his friend, who 

had only the week before purchaſed a villa 

not half a mile diſtant, had extorted from 

him a promiſe to return and dine; and that 

it was moſt eſſential to his welfare not to 
i diſappoint his expectation : but as he was 
diſtrefſed to leave Sophia ſo much indiſ- 
poſed, he would overcome every obſtacle, 
and be at home early in the evening. 
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3 Miſs Swinney obſerved to him that it 
1 was yet only eleven o clock. 


s it fo early?” exclaimed he, much 
furpriſed: I will go immediately then, 
and ſettle ſome buſineſs J have to tranſact 
with him; perhaps he may releaſe me from 
my engagement, and 1 ſhall then return 
before Sophia miſſes me.” 


Without waiting Al a reply, he left the 


houſe, and haſtened to that of Mr. Eſtcourt, 
who 


wh 
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who had come down but two days before 


with ſome of his affociates to view his 
purchaſe. Major Hangon was of the party, 
and in their ride the preceding morning, 
had recognized Raymond in a manner nei- 
ther tinctured with good-will, or even 
common civility, The unpaid debt of 
honor aſſailed the recollection of the fugi- 
tive, and ſhocked his pride; his anſwer was 
therefore dictated by his feelings, and par- 


took of the diſdain and contempt with 


which at that moment he viewed himſelf, 
The retort was too galling to be endured, 
and produced the fury which had urged 
Raymond to treat the Major with a vio- 
lence not to be overlooked. Mr. Eſtcourt 
had endeavored to divert the coming 
{ſtorm ; but the perſonal inſult rendering 
all interference vain, it was agreed that the 
parties ſhould defer the meeting they both 
eagerly ſought, until the next morning. 
Raymond, unable to return to his wife, 
withdrew to a houfe of public reſort, where 


he employed the remainder of the day 
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writing letters, which he carefully ſealed and 
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and the whole of the enſuing night in 


directed, and depoſited them in his pocket- 


book, that if he fell in the conteſt, they might 3 
not be overlooked. At length the hour of tal 
rendezvous arrived, and Raymond haſtened ſu; 
to a retired part of Mr. Eſtcourt's grounds, H. 
which had been previouſly marked out to a 
him. Hangon was wounded 1n the breaſt, IM 
and his opponent immediately defired a il 
moment of private CO onberſätion with Mr. poſ 
Eftcourt. to whom he lamented his inabt- pot 
lity to diſcharge the debt due to him, and * 
referred him to Mr. Mordaunt, as the perſon | 
in whoie hands bis affairs were placed. Eſt- 5 ce 
court interrupted him with a declaration ofthis 
that he ſhould never apply to the old fel- muſt 
low for a ſhilling, and defired, with great 
appearance of geuerolity, that the ſubject R. 
might never more be mentioned, unleſs mw 1 
Raymond ihould at any future time urgen 
amply poſſeſs the Power of liquidating the take 


debt, and he find himſelf in a fituation to 


9 When that is the caſe, my - 


want it. 
good 


PP 
again. 


ROS ELL A. 51 


good fellow,” continued he, © when you 
are at the top of the wheel, and I at the 
bottom, I ſhall very freely remind you of 


our agreement: until that moment we will 


talk no more of it, —Stay, I have thought--- 
ſuppoſe I pay Quye, and this ſordid fellow 
Hangon, that you may come among us 


: 
4 


Raymond rejected this uncommon pro- 
poſition with warmth, as he had / not the 
power, he ſaid, of requiting ſuch friendſhip, 
or even reimburſing the money. 


© Oh, damn the money!“ returned the 


other; this plan, or ſome other like it, 


mult do.” 


Raymond ſtill however had fortitude to 
refuſe his concurrence to this diſintereſted 
urgency, and Eſtcourt as firmly refuſed to 

take his negative. 
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« You ſhall dine with me,“ ſaid he; 
cc we ſhall be WN and we will diſcuſs the 
ſubje&.” | 


; 


In ſhort, he was not ſuffered to leave the 


houſe until he had promiſed to return at 
the dinner hour ; ; he then wandered back 
to the place where he had paſſed the night, 
and on his way learned the accident and 


indiſpoſition of Sophia, which overwhelmed 
him with ſtill keener angiety and remorſe. 


= | CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 
| ) 
Rage for adventures rather abated. 


Wͤzͤ EN Raymond left Miſs Swinney, 
to keep his appointment, ſhe returned to 
the chamber of her friend to watch by her; 
for Sophia had not yet awakened from the 


well-timed fleep. into which ſhe had fal- 


len, and the gentle Selina taking . from her 
pocket a new Novel which ſhe had had the 
precaution to pack up with the clothes ſhe 


had brought, from home, entered into all 
the ſublimity of pale moons, blue miſts, 


gliding figures, hollow ſighs, ſhaking tapeſ- 
try, reverberating voices, nodding pictures, 


long corredors, deſerted weſt towers, north 
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towers, and ſouth to ers, ruined chapels, 
ſuſpicious vaults, damp charnel-houſes, 
great clocks firiking twelve, wood embers 
expiring, dying lamps, and total darknels, 
30 much was the imagination of the 
romantic Miſs Swinney occupied by ſo 


brilliant a ſucceſſion of intereſting ſubjects, 
that ſhe forgot the flight of time; and had 


not Mrs. Raymond's maid entered to en- 
quire where ſhe choſe to have the cloth 
laid, for her dinner, ſhe would not have 
recollected that it was rather neceſſary to 


eat, to enable people to gaze with rapture, 


upon fine proſpects, which fade terribly 
upon the eye that is longing to fix upon a 
loaf of brown bread with the homely accom- 
paniments of ale and cheeſe, for the lack of 
better cheer. 1 


The ſhort converſation that paſſed, though 


uttered in a low voice, awakened the inva- 
lid, who aſked if Raymond were in the 


room, and receiving a negative from Mis 


0} Swinney, 


— —ů— —— 2s. ——— — 2 — 4 
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Swinney, enquired if he had gone out. The 
woman replied that he had come home 
about an hour back, to dreis, and hearing 


that her Lady was fleeping, would not ſuffer 


her to be diſturbed, but left word that he 
was unavoidably engaged to dine out, and 
ſhould return early, „ 


Sophia endeavored to be ſatisfied with 
this intimation: the repoſe ſhe had taken 
had much refreſhed her, her feveriſh ſymp- 


toms had diſappeared, and ſhe begged her 
friend would ſend up her dinner from the 


eating-room. When it was announced to 
be ready, the gentle Selina deſcended, and 
ſat down to table with a mind entirely 


divided between the ſituation of her impru- 


dent, but intereſting companions, and the 
ſituation! of the ſtill more imprudent hero- 
ine, the ſecond volume of whoſe c:ptivating 


adventures ſhe had popped into her pocket 


to ſupply to her the abſence of Raymond 
and Sophia, Having attended to Mrs, 
Raymond's wiſh reſpecting her ſhare of the 
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56 8 ROSELLA, 
repaſt, ſhe diſmiſſed the ſervant, and read 


and ate by turns, till at length ſhe was 


ſurpriſed, on looking at her watch, to find 
that ſhe had remained nearly two hours with 


the dinner before her. She therefore rung 


to have it removed, and with the faſcinating 
book ſtill in her hand, walked with great 
dignity to the ſitting- room, that ſhe might, 
:ndifturbed, deſcend with her heroine down 
{ome very dark and broken {tairs, which 
communicated with the young lady's bed- 
chamber by a ſupernumerary door fhe 
generally found open in the morning: 

circumſtance of ſuch myſterious yet ſtriking 


import engroſſed every feeling of Miſs 


Swinney's heart, and ſhe reſolved to finiſh 
the chapter before ſhe aſcended to her ſick 
friend. This humane intention was how> 
ever prevented by the appearance of a 
very faſhionable looking ſtranger, who 
without much Ceremony entered the room 
from a ſaſhed door that opened into the 


"> ao 
'T he 


S 8 _ 
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with elegance, that is, he was not troubled 


ſhe liſtened to him with biended dig- N 4 | 


Engaging that it invited love and admira- 
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The fair reader looked up, and the ficti- 
tious heroine vaniſhed from her 1 imagination, 
to give place to the heroic Selina, thus on 
the point, ſhe fondly hoped, of commencing 
her own career of adventures. The intruder 
wore an air of ton, and expreſſed himſelf 


with any embarraſſment in introducing him- 
ſelf to his admiring auditor; and in the 
explanation he condeſcended to give, he 
uttered, par hazard, the moſt brilliant and 
novel terms and methods of arranging ſen- 
tences which had been gathered from the 
fineſt ſpecches in the very laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, and the moit florid harangues at 
the bar, daſhed with an occaſional cant phraſe _ 
or expreſſion, picked up God knows where. 1 


9 


Miſs Selina on her fide, imagined that 


nity and ſoftneſs; that the majeſty of 
conſcious virtue was mcliorated by- the 
bluthes of modeſty ; that her mien was ſo 


tion, w but it t repelled every idea which was 
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tion: for my own part, I find it already but 
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not conſonant with the moſt profound and 
pure reſpect and veneration—in ſhort, that 
ſhe poſſeſſed every magnetic and repellant 


grace, Which always belong to heroines of 


the firſt claſs. 


She was not indeed ſo wholly occupied 


by theſe reflections as not to underſtand, 


from the avowal of her viſiter, that his name 
was Eftcourt, and a ſudden fear ſtruck her 
that all was not right with Raymond; but the 


apprehenſion vaniſhed with equal prompt 


tude, amidft a train of the moſt leducing 
expectations, which the adulation of the 
gentleman produced. He told her that her 
irreſiſtible beauty, joined to the charming 
generoſity, fortitude, and good ſenſe her 
aſpect denoted, perfectly well announced 
her to him. : 


« My friend,” added Mr. Eitcourt, “ is 
well juſtified in having ſo ſuddenly aban- 
doned his former aſſociates for ſuch faſcina-, 
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too obtaining. But I will. not commit 
myſelf, and incur your diſpleaſure, by laying 
my envy open to your obſervation. I pre- 
ſented myſelf here merely to inform you 
that Raymond found himſelf indiſpofed ſoon 
after dinner, and I would not ſuffer him to 
walk home till he had diſſipated his head- 
ach by repoſe : ſo I ſtole hither myſelf to 
adjuſt any uneaſineſs you might ſuffer from 
his abſence.” 


Daring this harangue, Miſs Swinney gave 
the rein to the moſt animated and but ill- 
ſuppreſſed delight, which her conception 
of his meaning created in her romantic 
mind: ſhe had no ſuſpicion that ſhe was 


miſtaken for Mrs. Raymond, but imagined! 


that the friend who had given up all his: 


former aſſoclates for ſo much. faſcination; 


was ſome ſecret fwain who was perfectly 
contented to keep himſelf incognito, and to 
feed his moon: light love with walking round 


the houſe ſhe occupied, alone, at midnight, 


ſtretching out his arms towards her window, 
D © 
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and catching a glimpſe of her ſhadow as ſhe 
approached it ; a piece of good fortune he 
might very probably often have enjoyed, as 


the gentle Selina always choſe that hour to 


indulge her moſt pleaſing reveries, in imita- 
tion of ſome very illuſtrious patterns; nor 


did ſhe fail to looſen her long trefles, both 


thoſe which had originally grown upon her 
own head, and thoſe which had grown upon 
the heads of other people, and become her's 


by purchaſe. —With her looſe treſſes there- 


fore, flowing over her ſhoulders, and a looſe 


white robe flowing round her perſon, Miſs 


Swinney was wont to fix herſelf near her 
window, which ſhe threw up to enjoy the 


cool breeze; and having forgot herſelf in 


the enthuſiaſm of her ideas, would often 


ſtand an hour, with hands folded over her 


boſom, and her eyes caſt up, till at length, 


no form being ſeen to iſſue from behind any 


thicket, or glide from under any plane-tree, 


ſhe, recovered her recollection, and ſhut her 
window, as other heroines do, almoſt periſh- 


She 
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She was extremely. eager to learn who this. 
gentle love-lorn. ſhepherd was; but to en- 
quire would. have been the. height of inde- 
corum,. and ſhe ſettled in the exultation of 
her triumph, that he was not to be the 
ſucceſsful ſwain by half a dozen at leaſt. 
Her imagination had already carried her 
amidſt cloud-capped hills covered with lofty 
pines, and gorgeous palaces, where amidſt 
ranges of maſſy pillars ſtood dozens of 
lamps, all of them on filver tripods,. and 
each ſo diſpoſed as to caſt a pictureſque 
light upon ſome ſtatue. of exquiſite work- 
manſhip. * 


The ſimilarity of her own haſtily. ima» 
gined adventures, to thoſe of which ſhe had 
been reading but a few minutes before, 
made her caſt her eyes upon the book that 
{till remained in her hand; and almoſt 
unconſcious of what ſhe did, ſhe drew 
from her pocket a card, and placed it in the 
volume, to mark the page at which ſhe had 
been interrupted, Eftcourt remarked the 

: _ circumſtance, 


——  —  — — „ — — 
— 1 1 1 


wo 


ew — — : —_ 
A Oo RET oe i Winn ou nongn. | 
as. 3 2 . "GI ye off Wr * — 1 

8 : 4” 1 X 7 : 28. * To 
3 g 8 Et r 

OO 87. * s — 2 * 

"= ö 4 4 © : 3 
9 - - - * 


ww . * 


e 
Ws YE Avia 
ry ogy nog aol 


* 
1 
6 


* bet 2 We in — 
22 
A 7. > "oo C 5 


# 


— . * . N 
* . ee, * 


! 8 
wg; 1 
4 4 
y ( 
# . 
LS 
. 70 
EL "8 
a 
_ 
FL 77 
52 Il 
A" 
1 
>; | 
— 
> 3d 
* * 
* 
2 
lhe | 


fuch a train of thinking, that it is impoſſible 
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circumſtance, and taking up the book, 
opened it in a careleſs way, gpd read the 
ticket, which contained her own name and 
addreſs. His curioſity did not eſcape the 
vigilance of the lady, and ſhe inſtantly 
concluded that the faſcinated friend would 
profit by the diſcovery, had not his own 
diligent and eager 2 apomn already fore- 


ſtalled It. | | ; 


Mr. Eftcourt in a few minutes departed, 
and Selina, in a flutter of ſpirits, reviewed 


all that had paſſed: her viſiter had men- 


tioned his envy of the unknown ſwain, 


which at firſt, rather puzzled her, but ſhe- 


recollected almoſt inſtantly that he had. 
himſelf almoſt avowed his love, and as this. 
paſſion 1s invariably accompanied by jea- 


louſy, it was quite natural that Mr. Ef- 


court ſhould deſpond, and ſuſpect a rival of 


ſuperior good fortune. 


In ſhort, the lady had now fallen into 


J 
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to ſay where her ſurmiſes would have ended, 
had not Mrs. Raymond's bell made her 
recollect that ſuch a perſon exiſted. 
Aſhamed of having neglected her ſo long, 
ſhe flew up ſtairs, and replied to a halt- 
grave, half. jeſtiag rebuke from the invalid,” 
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with the moſt animated and enthuſiaſtis 
expreſſions of eternal friendſhip; and was 
proceeding to inform her of the viſiter who _ 
had unexpected:y detained her below, when 
Sophia's maid entered to announce the 
return of her maſter, who almoſt imme- 
cdiately followed herinto the room. 


Mrs. Raymond, who had been very 
anxious to ſee him, was ſhocked at his 


J 


appearance; for his countenance was ex- 
tremely fluſhed, bis eyes heavy, and his gait 
unſteady : yet ſne had no other ſuſpicion 
than that he had been prevailed upon to 
circulate the bottle too freely at Mr. Eft- 
court's table. 
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Aer ſome affectionate and ſolicitous 
enquiries into the ſituation of Sophia, he 


declared himſelf rather indiſpoſed, and with - 
drew to the apartment prepared for him, 


making a ſign as he left that of his wife, 
that Miſs Swinney ſhould follow him; and 
as ſhe fully expected ſome tender remem- 


brance either from her lately known, or 


her unknown admirer, ſhe eagerly obeyed. 
the intimation. | 


: 


with. 


« Embaſſy! repeated Raymond, «I 
cannot underſtand you; but I perceive that 
you, as well as Sophia, ſuppoſe me to be in 
a fate of intoxication. You. are miſtaken ; 
but 1 do not wiſh her to be undecerved at 
preſent, leſt her conſequent anxiety ſhould. 

procure a return of fever. I was ill in the 
morning, but could not reſiſt the preſſing 


3 invitation 


Before they had time to deſcend the 
ſtairs, her patience was exhauſted, and ſhe 
demanded what erabaſſy he was charged 
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invitation of Eſtcourt, who is,“ he added 
vehemently, the moſt generous and diſin- 
tereſted of men! ſuch hearts as his the 


world is far from abounding with. I en- 
deavored while with him, to conceal my 


indiſpoſition; but the effort was a vain one, 


and he inſiſted, before we tranſacted the 
buſineſs for which we had met, that I ſhould 
try to procure an hour's repoſe, which he. 


well knew I had neither leiſure nor incli- 
nation to attempt laſt night.—Believe me, 
Selina, inſtead of having paſſed the after- 
noon as you ſuſpect, I have ſpent the laſt 
four hours in an agony of mind and body, 
ſociety, inſtead of alleviating, would have 
increaſed. Do not mention this to Sophia; 
continue your generous attentions to her, I 
beſeech you; and when the apothecary 
calls, let him ſtep to me when he has ſeen 
her.” | 


Miſs Swinney aſſented, and Raymond, 
quite exhauſted, haſtened to his chamber. 


Sophia. 
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Sophia ftill continuing in her error, was 


ſatisfied on hearing ſome time after that he 


was in a ſound llecp—a report which he 


deſired might be made to her; but in fact 
he was too ill to quit his bed, and when the 
medical perſon faw him, who attended 
Mrs. Raymond, he appeared to think his 


indiſpoſition attended with conſiderable 
danger. The following morning Juſtified 


attendance might be called in. The patient 


had loſt blood on the preceding evening, 


and the apothecary thought it neceſſary 


that the operation ſhould be immediately 


repeated; but the effect was not ſo ſatis- 
factory as he had expected. 


Miſs Swinney, completely frightened from 
her heroiſm, readily attended to the hint 
of obtaining the opinion of a Phyſician, 
which ſhe begged Mr. Aſtell would pro- 


is apprehenſions, and he deſired that more 


cure: ſhe juſt retained recollection enough 


to deſire the ſervants would agree with her 
in telling Mrs. * that their maſter 


had 
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had been compelled to hurry to Portſmouth 
before ſhe awoke, and had deſired her to be 
informed that buſineſs of the utmoſt im- 


portance would detain him, he feared, ſeve- 


ral days, g 
a 7 | + 

She then flew to the chamber of poor 
Raymond, both to ſee that he was properly 
attended, and to induce him if poſſible, to 


write a line in confirmation of the excuſe 


ſhe had invented, to quiet Sophia's appre- 


henſions. She found him however, raving 
in a ſtrong delirium, in which he had almoſt 
overpowered his ſervant and the apothe- 


cary, who had been obliged to call in the 


man of the houſe to his aid. 


Miſs Swinney beheld his outrageous 


ſtruggles with horror; and fearing” that the 
loud exclamations and threats of vengeance 
which accompanied them, would reach the 


ears of Sophia, felt at once all the anxious 
miſery of her fituation, conſcious as ſhe 


could not help feeling that her advice and 
e perſuaſions 
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perſuaſions had dragged her friend "I the 
peaceable roof of her parents, and endanger- 
ed the life of the unfortunate huſband. A 
man on horſeback bad been diſpatched to 
Cowes for a London Phyſici cian of eminence. 


who happened to be there; and as he was 


not expected for ſome time, the terrified 


Selina was obliged to 


quiet her impatience 


to learn what his fiat would be, and en- 
deavor to compoſe her countenance, to 


lull the ſuſpicions of Mrs. Raymond, whilſt 


ſhe told the preconcerted tale :: and ſo well 


had ſhe practiſed the 


art of throwing her 


features into every form caprice had dic- 
tated, that ſhe ſucceeded tolerably in the 


Sophia was far from being at eaſe 


owever, reſpecting her huſband, whoſe pro- 


miſed confeſſion, who 


conduct, tormented 


rendered her ſuſpicious, 


At length the Phyſfi 


Swinney followed him 


ſe reluctance to ſuffer | 
her to write to her mother, and ſubſequent. 


her recollection, and 


cian arrived; and Miſs 


into the chamber of" 
poor 


ROSEL L. A. 


poor Raymond, with all the real tremor of 


ſuſpenſive terror 'ſhe had often aſſumed on 
much leſs important occafions. His ſenſe 
of the danger of his patient even exceeded 


that of Mr. Aſtell. The diſorder was a 


violent inflammatory fever; and ſhort as the 
period was, Selina learned that the following 


day would moſt probably determine the fate 


of this unhappy yoùnag man, whoſe wild 
unconſcious ejaculations accuſed her of 
having murdered him. The Phyfician ob- 
ſerving her conſternation, and having heard 
the aggravating circumſtance of Mrs. Ray- 
mond's indiſpoſition, adviſed her, after a 
preliminary apology for the freedom he was 
taking, to write immediately to the natural 
friends of the young couple, that their pre- 


ſence might lighten the anxious taſk which 


had ſo unexpectedly fallen to her, and that 
they might be ſatisfied, if the criſis ſhould 
be what he feared, that every advice and 
attendance which their own ſolicitude 


would have pointed out, had been procured 


for the benefit of the patient. | 
The 
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The urgent gravity of the Doctor co- 
operated with her own reflections to urge 
her compliance with this advice, and ſhe 
immediately wrote to Mr. Beauclerc, en- 
clofing the note in a letter to her father, 
imploring his forgiveneſs for herſelf, and 


conjuring him to forward the lines to Mr. 


Beauclerc, which ſhe left unſealed for his 
peruſal, ſhould be not be in town. 


The Phyſician took the charge of the 
packet; which he conſiderately promiſed to 
fend inſtantly to Portſmouth, and to pro- 


cure it to be diſpatched by an expreſs the 


ſame afternoon. He would return, he 


ſa d, early the next morning, to ſee what 


further could be done for the invalid, and 
having conferred with Mr. Aſtell in private, 


haſtened away. 


The apothecary. at her earneſt interceſ- 
ſion, remained with poor Raymond the 
whole night, attended by both the ſervants ; 


and as the chamber of the patient was only 
ſeparated 
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ſeparated from that of Miſs Swinney by a 
partition of deal, ſne found it impoſſible to 
cloſe her eyes, from his vehement ravings. 
he eagerly liſtened for coherence in his 
ſentences, but heard only the wildeſt effuſions 
of delirium, in which real diſtreſſes and real 
ſubjects of accuſation were ſo blended with 
Imaginary hor:ors and injuries, that ſhe was 
doubly ſhocked to hear them : fortunately 
however, he appeared uncommonly to dread 
the preſence and reproaches of his unfortu- 
nate Sophia, ſo he called her, and on that 
account ſcarcely ever ſuffered his voice to 
riſe much above its uſual pitch, ſo that 
Mrs. Raymond could not diſtinguiſh any 
ſound to alarm her. | 


At length towards the dawn his accents 
ſunk into a murmur, and then wholly ceaſed. 
Miſs Swinnev hoped that he had fallen into 
a lumber, and found herſelf impelled by an 
irreſiſtible anxiety to diſcover if her flatter- 
ing expectations were well founded, but 
heſitated entering his room from the fear of 

6 diſturbing 
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diſturbing him. She had thrown herſelf 
upon the bed without undreſſing; and after 
ſome moments of irreſolution, on hearing 
Mr. Aſtell ſpeaking to the ſervants, ſhe 
ventured to ſteal in. A few hours had 
changed poor Raymond almoſt beyond 
belief: no hectic now fluſhed his burning 
cheek, no treacherous fire ſparkled in his 
diſtempered eye; but all was pale, ghaſtly, 
and inanimate, fave a convulſive ſpaſm that, 
at ſhort intervals, diſtorted his features. 


The apothecary looked very grave, and 
in anſwer to her enquiring motion, ſhook 
his head. She wept from the compaſſion 
ſuch an object could not fail to inſpire. — 
She had beheld the ſame man but one ſhort 
month back, elated with youth, health, and 
afluence—the envy of ſome, the admira- 
tion of others; flattered by the high con- 
ſideration of his equally thoughtleſs com- 
panions, by the more ſedulous and artful 
adulation of thoſe who ſtudied to daſh him 


from this height to ſcorn and poverty, and 
| finally 


VOL 
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finally by the ſucceſs of his concealed 
addreſſes to Miſs Beauclerc, which gratified 
at once his vanity, his inclination, and his 
revenge upon her family, who had harſhly 
rejected his more open pretenſions. 


Seduced by the force of pernicious 
examples, by the ſanction of a too pervading 
practice, and by the inſinuations of thoſe 
who had perhaps themſelves been the dupes 
to anterior villany, he turned over his inhe- 
ritance to gamblers, and plunged into a . 
vortex which engulphed his probity, his 
humanity, his honor, peace, and life. | 
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ERL the next morning, the phy- 
fician's poſt- chaiſe again ſtopped at the 
garden door, from whence Mrs. Raymond 
could not be diſturbed by the ſound of the 
wheels. Miſs Swinney learned from him, 
that her packet had by this time reached 
the metropolis, and felt at once relief and 
terror from the intelligence. When he 
walked up ſtairs to examine the ſituation of 
the patient, her anxiety overcame all atten- 


tion to form, and ſhe accompanied him to 


the bedſide of poor Raymond, who was 
entirely inſenſible, and ſhe ſaw that the 


convulſions were ſtronger and more frequent. 
The 
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The phyſician wrote, but avowed that he 
was almoſt hopeleſs as to the effect of the 
preſcription, declaring that he had ſcarcely 
ever before witneſſed ſo rapid a progreſſion 
of dangerous ſymptoms. Selina ſhuddered, 
and Mr. Aſtell increaſed her wretchedneſs 
by ſaying, that. he had been ſent for to a 
caſe of urgency, and hinting that he could 


no longer wholly negle& his general buſi- 


nets, He told her that he muſt leave the 
centleman for a few hours; but he would 
lend his aſſiſtant to attend him in the 


interim, and undertook to procure a nurſe 
to relieve Mrs. Raymond's maid, who would 


be obliged to attend her miſtreſs in the 
day. This was ſcarcely arranged, and the 


Phyſician departed, when Sophia's bell an- 
nounced that ſhe was more watchful than 


had been expected. As Miſs Swinney ſome- 


times roſe with the ſun, becauſe heroines 
are always matinal, ſhe did not fear alarm 
ing her unhaßppy friend by appearing dreſſed 


at ſo-early an hour, and anſwered the ſum- 


mons inſtead of the attendant, whoſe looks 
| E 2 of 
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of fatigue, and countenance of terror might 
have betray ed the mournful ſecret, 


After a haſty autttion, Mrs. Raymond 
enquired if ſhe had not heard the ſtep of her 
huſband about five minutes back, deſcend- 
ing the ſtairs. Miſs Swinney colored at this 
unexpected queſtion, but almoſt inſtantly 
recollecting herſelf, replied, that it muſt have 

been William whom her friend had heard, 

for ſhe had ſeen him deſcend the ſtaircaſe, 
and open the garden door at the time men- 
tioned. Sophia looked diffatisfied with this 
explanation, and after a pauſe, expreſſed a 
ſtrong inclination to riſe. Miſs Swinney 
was now ſo much alarmed, that her caution 
forſook her, and ſhe oppoſed the with with 
an earneſtneſs that confirmed poor Mrs. 


Raymond's vague TOES 


wn ing greadful has 
| Auguſtus !” exclaimed {he 
him even if you refuſe me youraid—[] will 


crawl to him without aſſiſtance!ꝰ and to 
| | execute 


fa 
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execute this threat, ſhe ſuddenly threw her- 
ſelf on the floor, with only a thin wrapping 
gown about her. | 


Miſs Swinney ſtill more frightened, rung 
the bell with violence, and the maid ap- 
peared, with a countenance burſting to 
diſcloſe what the preſence of her miſtreſs 
reſtrained her from uttering. The efforts 
of poor Sophia ſoon yielded to the ſuperior 
ſtrength of her woman and Selina, and ſhe 
was again placed upon her bed, - almoſt 
fainting with pain and anxious terror. 


The attendant fancying that ſhe was 1n- 
ſenſible, becauſe her eyes were cloſed, 
exclaimed to. Miſs Swinney, in a tone ren- 
dered louder than uſual by an hyſterical 
tremor—* Lord, Ma'am, my poor maſt is 
going off in the vi'lenteſt convulſions I ever 


lee! O here's my poor dear miſſeſs 
too—there's death in her face!“ 
. 
E 3 Sophia 
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Sophia had indeed for a time ceaſed to 
breathe; for the firſt part of the woman's 
ſpeech had reached her ear, and the ſudden 
intelligence had baniſhed all ſenſation of 
wretchedneſs and even of exiſtence, The 
aſſiſtance of Miſs Swinney and the maid 
was for {ome time ineffectual ; and when 
with difficulty they had recovered her to 
life, they were again obliged to reſtrain by 
force her frantic efforts to fly to her dying 
Auguſtus. The reſult of the conteſt was a 
ſucceſſion of faintings, which left her unable 
any further to expreſs her wiſhes or inten- 
tions; and after a tedious interval, Selina 
ventured to leave her unhappy friend, that 
the might learn from the medical aſſiſtant, 
if ſhe could ſtill cheriſh a lingering hope of 
| Raymond's recovery 


Mr. Aſtell had again returned to him; 
but far from leſſening her etude, he 
expreſſed his apprehenſions tha it "the patient 


còͤuld not poſſibly hold out till the friends 
me had written to, arrived. This idea com- 
pletcd 


5 5 
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pleted the miſery of her ſituation: reflec- 


tions the moſt haraſſing and unwelcome 


ruſhed upon her ;—but fer her inſtigations, 


Sophia would never have conſented to leave 
the houſe of indulgent parents, to marry | 


againſt their advice and. wiſhes—but. for 
her perſuaſions, Raymond would now moſt 
probably have been on his projected voyage 
to India, in good health, and with reaſon- 
able hopes of returning to Europe, and 
ſceing better days—but for her, his wife 


would then have been ſtill under the pro- 


tection of a mother, who, whatever might 


be her characteriſtic foibles and follies, had = 


endeavored to extend 'to her child a 
mother's cares, and of a father, who ſhutting 


his hand to all the world befide, forgot his 


avarice to ſee her happy. In ſhort, Miſs 
Selina felt a dreadful conſciouſneſs that her 
influence over her friend had been exerted 
to conduct her to miſery, perhaps equally 
with her huſband to an untimely grave; 
and that the reſult of her extravagant flights 


and pernicious advice had brought ſorrow 
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too well whiſpered. But the extreme pain 
1 | and 
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and anguiſh upon the heads of thoſe wlio 
had weakly liſtened to her, and remorſe, 
| perhaps opprobrium, upon herſelf. Stung 
with ſuch ideas, the young lady, ever haſty 
in forming her reſolutions, dropped upon 
her knees, and took Heaven to witneſs a 


halty vow to abandon her romantic opi- 
nions, and conform to thoſe of her parents, 
who could not as yet boaſt of the due 


obedience and W of their IN 
Þ 8 


Ahe Pede bf: Mr. Aſtell were 
-aſtified by the event: poor Raymond 


expired in the preſence of the phyfician, 
two hours before a hack-chaiſe brought his 


father-in-law and Mr. Swinney to the door; 


and Mits Selina took refuge from the inter- 
view ſhe had ſufficient reaſon to dread, in 


the apartment of her widowed friend, whom 


| the found half dreſſed a taſk the had with- 


out affiſtance reſolutely undertaken, that ſhe 
might learn the worſt her apprehenſions but 


ROSELL A. == 
and inconvenience of her lame foot had 
compelled her to reſt for a moment before 
ſhe could crawl to the door, and in this 
interval, the entrance of Miſs Swinney pre- 
vented the effort. 


Oh my dear creature !” exclaimed 
the, ruſhing forward, I ſhall die with 
fright and alarm—your papa and mine are 
arrived—how ſhall I appear before them?“ 

« My father !” repeated Mrs. Raymond 
in a faint accent of ſurpriſe, and with in- 
creaſed agitation of ſpirits. 


As ſhe was ſpeaking, he entered the room, 
preſenting a countenance in which compaſ- 
ſion and diſtreſs were ſtrongly marked; and 
folding his daughter to his boſom, called 
her his dear Sophy, his poor widowed gurl. 
She ſtarted at the laſt appellation, and after 
a ſevere ſtruggle with her anguiſh at thus 
having her worſt ſurmiſes confirmed, burſt 
into a flood of tears that conſiderably res 
lieved her; and ſoothed by the tenderneſs 


* 


of ber father, her gie was more calm, than 
from her former violence of emotion might 
have been expected. 


She wiſhed much to take a laſt farewell of 
her luckleſs Raymond, but the entreaties and 
repreſentations. of Mr. Beauclerc prevailed 
over this inclination, ſtrong as it was; and at 
his earneſt interceſſion, ſhe ſuffered herſelf to 
be removed in two days to a retired lodging 
at Hithe, to eſcape from the curious obſer- 
vation, which the almoſt inevitable circula- 
tion of ſome part of the ſtory produced. 


Mr. Swinney remained at the cottage, 
to enſure proper reſpect to the remains of 
the deceaſed, and to arrange all pecuniary 
affairs. The letters Raymond had written 
on the night preceding his duel with Major 
Hangon, had been given to the care of 
Miſs Selina, with ther papers apparently 
of ſome conſequence, taken from his pocket 
by the attentive kindneſs of Mr. Aſtell, 
who could not avoid obſerving that they 

might 


D 


fo 
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might have fallen into improper hands but 
for this precau tion. 12 


Mr. Mordaunt was written to for inſtruc- 
tions concerning the interment of his late 
ward, whoſe father having reſided near thirty 
years in Liſbon, to attend to ſome commer- 
cial concerns, had loſt all traces of the dif- 
ferent branches of his family, with whom he 
never correſponded; and having ſent his 
only child Auguſtus to England, to receive 
his education, and imbibe the principles 
and language of his own countrymen, the 
young man found himſelf at the death of 
his father, totally deſtitute of family con- 


nections: a circumſtance Mr. Mordaunt 


accounted for, by informing him that the 


neareſt relations of his deceaſed parent had 


emigrated to America. His mother, who 
had not ſurvived his birth, was a Portu- 
gueſe orphan of conſiderable beauty, but 
of an obſcure family, with whom the elder 
Mr Raymond preſerved no communica- 
tion Mr. Mordaunt therefore was. the 

3 _ only 
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only perſon who appeared to take any inte- 
reſt in the fate. of Avguſtus ; and he had 
diſcharged his truſt with an integrity and 
zeal that procured him the diſlike of the 
thoughtleſs young man, and occaſioned an 
eſtrangement between them when he became 
of age: yet this upright man of the law 
heard of his deſtiny with unfeigned ſorrow, 
and prepared to perform the laſt duties of 
friendſhip, though that friendſhip had been 
chilled by neglect, and repelled by unkind- 
neſs. He left his own affairs to the manage- 
ment of his agents, and haſtened to the place 
where Raymond had breathed his laſt. - He 
was buried in the iſland, and a modeſt ſtone 
marked the name and years of the youth 
thus ſnatched from a world, in which his 
fate a few months back had appeared ſo 
enviable. 


This mournful ceremony over, Mr. Mor- 
daunt, who had already received the letter 
which the writer bad meant to be a poſthu- 
mous one, was aſſiſted by Mr. Swinney In 

adjuſting 


ROSELLA. — _ 
adjuſting the pecuniary demands upon the 
young people. On examining the papers 
of the deceaſed, a memorandum was found, 
in a hand ſcarcely legible, which intimated 
that he had that day executed a bond in 
favor of Mr. Eftcourt, for £9400; and as the 
nature of the debt was too well gueſſed at, 
Mr. Mordaunt was highly exaſperated with 
this pretended friend, for the conſiderable 
ſhare he appeared to have had in the plun- 
der and ruin of the imprudent Raymond. 
His coadjutor, who knew that no ſettle- 
ment could have been made of the lady's 
fortune from the privacy. of the marnage, 
conſulted whether it would not be advile- 
able to preſerve it, if poſſible, a ſecret, that 
ſo confiderable a property might not be 
vuvreſted from Mr. Beauclerc's family, or to 
prevent any litigation and unpleaſant expo- 
ſure of circumſtances which would be better 
buried in obliyion. 10 


Mr. Mordaunt did not immediately 
reply to this propoſition, which he faid was 


f 
3 5 Ol 


C 
amount, but my humanity overcaine all F 
prudential motives, and in return I had a 
P 
v 
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I, of a very delicate natare, and required much 

„ conſideration; but every hope of putting it 

8 in practice had nearly been fruſtrated by 

Fj the unlooked-for appearance of Mr. Eſt- 

+ F court two days after the interment of his 
bw dear friend, who demanding to fee Mr. 
14 Swinney, addreſſed him by his name, and 

1 condoled, in the language of ceremonious 

= regret, for his recent loſs. 

is « T have had the honor of introducing | 
= myſelf to your fair daughter, Sir,” continued 
1 he; and I was induced by her merit and I 
| | | amiable qualities, to enſure poor Raymond „ 
1 the enjoyment of his good fortune, by 
13 # taking all his debts of honor upon myſelf, 

by They appeared indeed to be to an alarming 
FRE | 


* 


this bond forced upon me as a recognition 

of the obligation, as he foreſaw perhaps, 

that I was likely to become the facrifice of if 

my friendſhip for him and his lovely wife. t] 

Raymond's death is an inexpreſſible incon- t] 
| venience 
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venience to me, for J am called upon to 
pay on his account, five thouſand pounds 
more than I at this moment poſſeſs, and I 
have actually only a week allowed me to 
raiſe the money in.— I am far from wiſh- 
ing at ſuch a moment, to make any diſtreſſ- 
ing claim; but I am urged by the unlucky 
predicament in which I find myſelf, to make 
uſe of ſome intelligence which reached me 


by mere accident, that your daughter, 


Mr. Raymond's widow, is poſſeſſed of a 
very ample independent fortune, and 1 
ſhould hope ſhe has too much reſpect for 
the memory of the deceaſed, to ſuffer “ 


Mr. Swinney interrupted him, and was 
on the point of making ſome warm reply, 
both to reprehend the honorable gambler, 
and to undeceive him, but Mr. Mordaunt 
prevented him, and entreated that he would 
withdraw for a few moments—a requeſt the 
ſuppoſed father-in-law complied with, He 
then remonſtrated with Mr. Eſtcourt upon 
the indelicacy of introducing ſuch a. buſts 

> RE 
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neſs in a moment ſo diſtreſſing, and pro- 
miſed upon his word, that he would en- he 
deavor to enforce any legal claim he might 
have upon the fortune of Mr. Swinney's 
daughter when they met in town: and in 
leſs than a month, he added, he truſted 
the affair would be ſettled to the ſatisfaction 
of every honeſt man. 


The character of Mr. Mordaunt was well 

| known to the man of faſhion, in whoſe | 
family he was eſteemed for his equity, and anc 
the able and diligent manner with which tior 
he tranſacted all their concerns in the line | of t 
of his profeſſion; and Eſtcourt of all men, diff 
leaſt wiſhed or expected to encounter him prel 
at the preſent moment. He yielded there- 
fore very readily to his repreſentations, and 
relying upon the promiſe given, withdrew 
extremely rejoiced that he bad fo well begun to g 
a negociation, of which he felt, all bronzed ſpiri 

as he was, rather aſhamed, and in truth, not to ! 
without much reaſon : for not ſatisfied with clair 
having, bought up the play-debts of poor rand 
—— 
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ROS ELIA. 8. 
Raymond for a mere ſong, which he did on 
hearing that he had privately married a 
City heireſs, he had taken advantage of the 
indiſpoſition, the confuſion of mind, and 
half diſtraction of the unfortunate young 
man, and fearleſs of premature detection, | 
had cauſed the bond to be drawn up for 11 
nineteen thouſand four hundred pounds, 1 
inſtead of the ſum marked in Raymond's Ti 
memorandum, which, ill as he was, he had 
made on returning home, that his generous 
and worthy friend might have 'that addi- 
tional teſtimony ſuperadded to the other, 
of the reality of his claim, ſhould his in- 
diſpoſition prove fatal, of which he felt a 
Neue 8 | 


In the evening Mr. ade paſſed over 

to Hithe, where Mr. Beauclerc was enabled 

to give a better account of the health and 
ſpirits of his daughter than he had hoped 
to hear. He was then informed of the 
claim made by Eſtcourt, and of the memo- 


randum of his ſon-in-law, which appeared 
to 
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to be ten thouſand pounds leſs than the 


nefarious bond he had ſeen ; and concluding 


with the information of the miſtake which 


had ariſen not unnaturally, as to the lady 
Tecently widowed, he adviſed Mr. Beauclere 
to ſuffer the affair to reſt until they met in 
town, when he hoped to adjuſt it properly. 
He then bade him farewell, ſaying that 


he muſt travel all night, as his preſence was 
urgently required at home. 


The avarice of Mr. Beauclerc was alarmed 


at the intelligence he had received, and he 


very much approved the plan of Selina's 


father, to profit by the miſtake which bad 


gone abroad, and preſerve with the fortune 


of his own daughter, the ſecret of her con- 


nection with poor Raymond. He imme- 
diately communicated his wiſhes, and the 
. circumſtance which had given riſe to them, 


to Sophia, leſt ſhe ſhould unadviſedly be- 
tray herlelf ; but it had a very different 


effect upon her than he had intended, for 
the inſiſted that the memory of her beloved 


Auguſtus 
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Auguſtus ſhould be preſerved, free from 
blemiſh, and therefore ſhe declared that 
the debt ſhould be diſcharged, as far 
at leaſt as her fortune could liquidate 
it. 


Mifs Swinney was alarmed at the indi- 
cation of ſuch a meaſure, as ſhe dreaded 
the effect it might have on the mind of Mr. 
Beauclerc, whoſe good offices, ſhe learned, 
had been very requiſite to induce her father 
to receive her again into bis houſe and 
favor. She now wiſhed the initiatory ad- 
ventures of her friend to terminate as 
ſmoothly as poſſible; that her ſhare in 
promoting them might not be too pro- 
minent in the recollection of all thoſe who 
felt themſelves aggrieved by it. Since the 
diſcovery of poor Raymond's deſperate 
affairs, ſhe had ſecretly loaded his memory 
with the charges of ſelfiſhneſs and duplicity, 
entirely forgetting that he meant to have 
_ acted differently, had not her officious and 
never - 


- 
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neyer-ſleeping zeal at once forwarded his 
deſtiny, and the miſery of his wife. 
. | * | 
Sophia warmly urged her father to write 
to Eſtcourt, and undeceive him; and Miſs ung 
Swinney to avert a ſtorm, ſuddenly reſorted ſuſf 
to the letter of Raymond, the only one of tan 
thoſe found in his. pocket-book, which had 1 
— not been delivered according to the addreſs, - evi 
in the hope that its contents would furniſh hou 
argument in favor of the opinion of Mr. the 
Beauclerc; an expectation founded on the eag 
earneſt and repeated advice of Auguſtus to part 
his wife, to preſerve their marriage a ſecret, guff 
b if poſſible, from the world. This letter had to 1 
7 been hitherto detained from her, in the fear Pay 
that her affliction would be increaſed by cati 
reading his poſthumous adieu; and her father Si 
now conſented that it ſhould be produced, exc 
in the idea of finding ſome clue to diſcover 
the evident villany of his ſuppoſed friend. V 


Mrs. Raymond received it with much amb 
emotion, and having retired to read it, left 
= | | Mis 
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Miſs Swinney in a pitiable ſtate of appre- 
henſion and curioſity. It was two long hours 
ere this agitation was quieted, for ſo long 
ſhe ſuffered poor Sophia to remain unmo- 


leſted in her own apartment: and then, 


unable to endure the torture of further 
ſuſpenſe, ſhe tapped at the door for admit- 
tance. Mrs. Raymond opened it after an 
interval of a few ſeconds, and her eyes gave 
evidence of the manner in which thoſe two 
hours had been paſſed by her. Thoſe of 
the gentle Selina betrayed fo pointedly the 
eager wiſh ſhe experienced to learn the 
parting ſentiments and injunctions of Au- 


guſtus, that Mrs. Raymond could not ial, 


to underſtand them ; but being defirons of 
paying the compliment of a firſt communi- 
cation to her father, ſhe begged Mats 


Swinney to take the letter to him, and to 


excuſe her appearance at the dinner table. 


Whether the folds of the. epiſtle were 
conveniently plant in the hands of the 


ambaſſadreſs, Miſs Selina alone could dif= 
_ Cloſe; 
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cloſe; ſhe entered the ſitting room how- 


ever, in which ſhe had left Mr. Beauclerc, Be 
with a countenance of exultation, and poſ- KF Aur 
ſibly from a prophetic inſpiration, informed 1 
him that her dear friend's overſtrained no- H: 
tions of probity would now be happily com- ing 
batted by the dying requeſt of her huſband, ne} 
which no doubt would have a Proper . a to 
eve 

Miſs Swinney had not ed wrong, for ſeq 
poor Raymond having written the letter the 
before he went forth to encounter the ven- for 
geance of Major Hangon, had ſtrongly pro- by 
hibited Sophia from * their con- hit 
_ | | wa 
| pet 

Mr. Beauclerc was io much delighted with uP« 

the proſpect of retaining his daughter's for- att 
tune, that he overlooked two or three hints the 
which the poſthumous letter contained, to ref 
the prejudice of Miſs Swinney's prudence, dia 
and aſſured her with renewed energy, that for 
he would ſettle her re-admiſſion into the 1 
- houſe of her father, to her ſatisfaction. tio 


In 
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Ina week Sophia was able to travel, and Mr. 
Beauclerc conducted her immediately to a 
ſummer villa he had purchaſed about a year 


back at her requeſt, between Teddington and 


Hampton-wick, where her mother was wait- 
ing to receive and pardon her; and Miſs Sw in- 
ney, at her earneſt entreaty, was accompanied 
to town by Mr. Beauclerc himſelf: yet what- 
ever influence his ſuperior fortune and con- 
ſequence might give him with her family, 
the fair Selina could only obtain the entire 
forgiveneſs of her juſtly offended mother, 
by conſenting to eſpouſe a ſuitor ſhe had 
| hitherto rejected with diſdain, becauſe he 
was an odious middle aged man, of a phin 
perſon, and moderate income depending 
upon his induſtry, and becauſe he was an 
attorney, and lived in Chancery-Lane. All 
theſe circumſtances, ſo ſhecking to her 
refined ideas, would till have been irreme- 
diable bars to her obedience, had, ſhe not 
fortunately recollected her haſty vow to 
conform to the future wiſhes and injunc- 
tions of papa and mama. This timely | 

remembrance 
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remembrance immediately altered her mode 
of conduct; ſhe fignified her ſubmiſſive re- 
ſignation, and decked in all the ſubduing 
parapherna'ia of penfive woe, aſſumed W-.-- 


downcaſt look, and was the gentle victim to 


tyrannic commands, 


In three weeks ſhe became Mrs. Ellinger, 


and was rather conſoled on the occaſion, 


when ſhe reflected that her new name was 
much preferable to the former, which had 
too often wounded her ears from its com- 
But alas! the 


mon and vulgar found. 


abode of the huſband, far from being deco- 
rated with. elegance to receive the bride, 
exhibited in the dingy wainſcoted apart- 
ment the mortified-Selina choſe to call her 


>. drawing-room, a ict of old-faſhioned, worn- 


out, borſe hair, mahogany chairs, and an 


- = antique black eſcrutoire, with red tape ſtick- 


+ _& 


ing out at the looſe hinges, to denote the 


profeſſion of its owner. 


She conſidered. 


however, that it would not be decorous to 


begin an immediate innovation, and 


COn- 


ſoled 
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ſoled herſelf with writing a narrative of her 
vexations and diſtreſſes to her ' widowed 
friend, who had not yet vifited the metro- 
polis, but remained with her mother at 
Avelines, which was the name of their 
houſe. 


Mr. Beauclerc had left them, to conſult 
Mr. Mordaunt in town upon the means of 
evading the payment of the bond in the 
poſſeſſion of Eftcourt : but though the man 
of law was unwilling that he ſhould ſucceed 
in obtaining fo conſiderable a fum as muſt 
be given up when Mrs. Raymond became 
of age, he was delicate as to the method 
winch might be taken to withhold it. He 


rather withed that an open diſcuſſion ſhould 


take place, of the circumitances relative to 
the buſineſs, and he had then little doubt, 


he faid, but that the fainily of Mr. Eſt- 
court, who were people of ſtrict honor and 


probity, would interfere to accommodate 
the affair, and bring the debt within the 
limits of reaſon and probability; that is, 


VOL. 1. 8 that 


* 
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bh that the young man ſhould be reimburſed | 

WE . what ſums he could prove to have paid for 

| i the deceaſed, no matter on what pretence, 

* for he had reaſon to ſuppoſe the amount 

1-4 would not be conſiderable; and thus any 

3 unpleaſant public (diſcuſſion or acculation 

1.3 relating to a character and conduct which | 
A humanity ſhould now be ſilent upon, would ” 
+4 be avoided ; and what was yet more import- 
1 ant, Mrs. Raymond might then reject the N 
8 ridiculous plan of a myſterious conceal- 2 
| . . ment, which would almoſt infallibly blight | i 
5 her character after the decided ſtep ſhe had v 

5 ; Fi taken. 11 

i. J 
4 Mr. Beauclerc liſtened to this propofition * 
77 without any inclination to put it in prac— 6 t 

= , tice; for he ſuſpecteꝗ that it would occaſion 1 1 
= him to diſburſe more money than he was ER 

"i 1 willing to part with, and any chicanery and a 

75 . concealment was to him much preferable, | co 

| if it promiſed to be the means of ſaving or 

| | even a few hundred pounds. In proportion | -I\ 

# as his daughter recovered her health, his Vs 
i 1 © EE : tenderneſs | 

8 | 

1 
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. : 
3 
* 


ROS ELLA. 99 


tenderneſs gave place to the ruling paſſion, 
and he ſecretly execrated and fretted at 
the ſum this curſed freak of Sophy had 
already, and was ſtill likely to coſt him. 


Before the affair was in the leaſt ſettled. 

Mr. Mordaunt was unexpectedly compelled 

to leave town; and in his abſence, as Eſt- 

court did not wiſh for his interference, he 

called at the houſe of Mr. Swinney, and 

again preſented his bond, with a hint that, 

in conſideration of immediate payment, he. 

would not inſiſt upon the entire ſum ſtated 

in it. In this emergency Mr. Ellinger was 

applied to, to negociate the buſineſs, who, 

„ with ſome management of incident, con- 
5 | trived to get the bond in his poſſeſſion 


upon the payment of eight hundred pounds, 
8 which was ſtated with truth to be the whole 
* of Miſs Swinney's fortune a fact Mr. Et- 
, court was too well aſſured of, as he had 5 
g only the day before examined a will in 
1 Doctors Commons, which bequeathed to 
1 Sarah Swinney (for alas! Selina was merely 
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an embelliſhment) eight hundred pounds, 


to be given into her own poſſeſſion at the 


age of twenty and one years, as a mark of 


the regard and affection of her aunt, Dorothy 
Swinney, of Barbican. And though this 
ſum conſiderably exceeded what Mr. Eſt- 


court had parted with on ſpeculation, yet 
he was ſo much enraged with Raymond's 
London valet, at a diſcovery ſo little tally- 
ing with his officious information, that he 


diſcharged him roughly from his own ſer- 


vice, into which he had takep him, not 
only to reward this intelligence, but in 
conſideration of many uſeful hints he had 
previoutly favored him with? But his anger 


and diſappointment were not alone excited 


by the unexpected failure of this reſource ; 
for a decided torrent of miſchances over- 
taking him at once, and the ſpotted cubic 
gods who had hitherto been propitious 
becoming invariably adverſe to their votary, 
the houſe and grounds in the Iſle of Wight 
were parted with in the ſame ſtyle of dif- 


patch they were purchaſed 1 in, and the bond 
given 


py r,, oe . 
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given up for the ſum ſpeciſied in the will of 
Mrs. Dorothy Swinney, of Barbican: Mr. 
Beauclerc eagerly produced the money; 
Mr. Ellinger, as attorney for the young 


lady, very gravely paid it, and both parties 


ſeparated, tolerably well ſatisfied that the 


individual efforts of each to impoſe upon 


the credulity of the other, had not entirely 
: - / 


tailed, 

This important affair ſettled, Mr. Beau- 
clerc returned to Avelines, which he found 
both his wife and daughter ſtil! unwilling 
to quit, that they might avoid the ſneering 


enquiries, and the half-pointed imperti- 


nence of the circle in which they had been 
accuſtomed to move in London. At Ave- 
lines, Sophia had leiſure for reflection, and 
the preſent tone of her mind did not allow 
her to repel thoſe which her ſituation gave 


riſe to: in compliance with the laſt requeſt 


of her regretted Raymond, which alone 
could have influenced her, ſhe had re- 
aſſumed her father's name, and locked up 
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her wedding-ring, with the picture of her 


huſband, and a few lighter memorials of 
his attachment. The natural vivacity of 
her character ſeemed to have ſunk under 


the diſappointment of her firſt hopes, and 


ſhe appeared to have no further wiſh, than 
to paſs the remainder of her life in her 


* 


preſent quiet abode. 


The fair Selina, on the contrary, was 
almoſt in deſpair at the humiliating inſi- 
pidity of her exiſtence: her huſband, far 
from being refined by his alliance with 
her, ſeemed to have acquired a double 
portion of impenetrable ſtupidity, and her 


utmoſt eloquence could not baniſh the 


old eſcrutoire from her drawing- room, 


nor could ſhe prevail ſo far as to pro- 


cure an exchange of the deteſtable clyunſy 


mahogany chairs for modern fauteuils.. 


As for Chelſea hangings, pier glaſſes, 
girandoles, Rumford ſtoves, Lucas's ſcreens, 


turtleſhell work tables, and canopied 
| {ofas, 
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ſofas, they were entirely unattainable, to 


the utter annihilation of her refinement; 


Mr. Ellinger too, talked very ſeriouſly 
of wearing a clole curled black bob. 
Selina almoſt ſunk under ſuch an accu- 
mulation of misfortunes, and was only 
recalled. to a pleaſing conſciouſneſs. of 
delicate exiſtence by her correſpondence 
with her deareſt and moſt hapleſs friend, 
the myſterious widow. 
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CHAP. V. 


Feroic hopes revived by adventures in perſpective, 


F ATE had not, however, dealt quite ſo 
bardly by Mrs. Ellinger, as ſhe had found 
reafon to fear; for as ſhe was on the point 
of giving up the moſt glimmering proſpect 
of future ſentimental and elegant diſtreſs, 
ſhe received a preſſing entreaty from Sophia, 
that ſhe would fly to Avelines on an affair 
of the moſt ſerious import. Her huſband, 
who now tranſacted a conſiderable portion 
of buſineſs for Mr. Beauclerc, did not think 
| proper to oppoſe the ſummons, which was 
ſanctioned by Sophia's mother, and Mrs. 


Ellinger obeyed it with. alacrity. 
At 


At Avelines ſhe learned a ſecret, which 
Mrs. Beauclerc had hitherto deſired her 
daughter to conceal from every one, that no 
whiſpered rumour might ſteal abroad, and in 
the hope perhaps that accident might pre- 
vent the neceſſity of bringing it in any 
degree to light: in ſhort, the gentle Selina 
found that her widowed friend was on the 
point of becoming a mother. This delight=- 
ful intelligence ſet every heroic faculty in 
motion. — What was to be done? -was ſhe 
to perſuade Mr. Ellinger to ſuſfer her to 
adopt the dear baby, and bring it in due 
ſeaſon into the family as her o. n? -Was 
the, as her own time of confinement ap- 
proached, to withdraw, and produce herſelf 
again to the world with twins? Whatever 
was to be done, ſhe would do; ſhe only 
entreated that the might be allowed an 
intereſt in the dear lovely infant, and that 
ſhe might likewiſe be permitted to give it 
a name, with the , approbation. of her 
amiable Sophia, who could not return an 
immediate aſſent to the propoſition, he- 
1 Cale 
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cauſe ſhe was not preſent at the conference, 
left it might too much agitate her ſpirits. 


Mr. Beauclerc gently checked her ight 


of fancy, by. reminding her that whatever 


ſhe obligingly undertook to do, in order to 


accommadate to the peculiar ſituation of his 
daughter, muſt receive the entire approba- 
tion of Mr. Ellinger, without which he 
could not form any plan; and as he was 


now fatisfied of her readineſs to ſerve Sophia, 


he would write to her huſband to require 
his preſence. 


The ardor of poor Selina was rather dimi- 
niſhed by this_remembrancer, for her caro 
- ſpeſo had the brutal quality of having opi- 
nions of his own, and of chuſing to abide 
by them in defiancegof entreaty, perſuaſion, 
or argument. His arrival confirmed the 
fears which had ſucceeded to her heroiſm ; 
for he poſitively refuſed to receive as a 
child of his on, the offspring of another, 


which be ſaid, he conſidered to be an 
6:36 unjuſtifiable 
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unjuſtifiable impoſition upon the world in 
general, and a more unpardonable breach 
of faith to every individual of his own 
family. Nor was he inſincere in his pro- 
teſtations; though the craft with which he 
had more than tacitly deceived Mr. Eſtcourt, 
induced Sophia's father to think otherwiſe. 
But that tranſaction was merely in the 
courſe of buſineſs, and Mr. Ellinger had wit- 
neſſed others of a hue ſo much more inclin- 
ing to knayery, that his rectitude had not 
once revolted from it; but the circumſtance 
l in diſcuſſion was wholly novel to him, and 
cuſtom had never ſttled this ſpecies of 
deceit eafily upon his conſcience. The 
only conceſſion that could be obtained, was 
that at the expiration of three years after 
its birth, the child, whether male or temale, 
ſhould be received into his houſe as an 
orphan ward—but with this proviſo, that 
a ſum of money ſhould be {ſettled upon it, 
{ſufficient for the purpoſes of decently edu- 
cating and ſettling it in the world; as a 
never-failing reſource, ſhould any accident 
\ F 6 or 
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dr accidents combine to leave it wholly 
upon his hands, 

Mr. Beauclerc was compelled to acquieſce 
in this arrangement, for Sophia refuſed to 
part with her child upon any other terms 


than that Mrs. Ellinger ſhould be allowed 
to give it thoſe attentions it was denied to 


her to beſtow, and that it might be fo 
placed that ſhe herſelf could frequently 
5 


In a few weeks after, ſhe brought into the 
world a girl, having been previouſly removed 
to an obſcure village at a conſiderable 
diſtance from town, where ſhe aflumed the 
name of Montreſor, which, from its ſigni- 
fication, ſhe had determined her little or- 
phan ſhouid be called, ſince ſhe could not 
give her the family appellation to which ſhe 
had a natural right. Every circumſtance 


was. attended to, that could ſecure the 
ſecrecy required, and Sophia returned to 


Avelines fix weeks after her accouchement, 
having 


a es 
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having previouſly had her baby conveyed 
to Mrs. Ellinger's care, who placed it to 
nurſe, with her approbation, at a neat little 
dwelling at Kilburn, on the Edgware road: 
and Mr. Beauclerc conſented that his family 


ſhould return to London at his daughter's 


earneſt entreaty, that the might be within 
a walk of Selina's little charge. 


The child | was baptized Roſella, for fo 
Mrs. Ellinger had predetermined, and it 
was not judged prudent to oppoſe her; the 
mother merely ſtipulated that Auguſta 
ſhould be added, in commemoration of the 
unfortunate Raymond. To remove the 
objection. Mr. Ellinger had raiſed, Sophia, 
who was now of age, placed fifteen hundred 
pounds in the funds, in the name of Roſella 
Auguſta Montrefor—a ſum ſhe had no 
inclination to raiſe the diſpleaſure of her 
father by increaſing, as ſhe was firmly re- 
ſolved never more to marry, and had pri- 
vately executed a will, by which ſhe con- 
ſtituted Roſella the fole heireſs of her pro- 
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perty, with the exception of a legacy * 


five hundred pounds to her friend Selina. 


According to the tenor of the agreement, 
at the end of three years the child was taken 


into the houſe of Mr. Ellinger, as his orphan 


ward, very much to the ſatisfaction of his 


wife, who appeared infinitely more fond of 
little Miſs Montreſor than of a ſon and 


daughter ſhe had preſented her huſband 
ſince their marriage, which was generally 
attributed to the ſuperior beauty of Roſella, 
whoſe opening graces ſtruck | every eye. 


In this interim Miſs Beauclerc had amuſed 


the heavy hours in viſiting this beloved 
child, in making purchaſes for her, and 


working for her ; and the whole time which 


was not thus employed, or in attending to 
the increaſing infirmities of her mother, 
was paſted in reading the novels of the day- 


a practice which was too much confirmed 
into a habit before her marriage, not to 
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be renewed when retirement and leiſure 


invited her to purſue it. 


Roſella was now occaſionally taken to 
Avelines, and inſenſibly her viſits were ex- 


tended every ſucceſſive time ſhe quitted 


Mr. Ellinger's dingy looking manſion, from 
days to weeks, and from weeks to months. 
The hundred tongues of rumour had long 
ſince been telling each a different tale, at 
the ſudden diſappearance of Miſs Beauclerc 
from the houſe of her father—her very quiet 
return to Avelines, her ſecluſion, and the 
ſucceeding transformation of a faſhionable 
lively girl, to a dull moping young woman : 
conſequently a hundred different reaſons 
7 N 5 5 

were given for all this, and it was almoſt 
impoſſible but amongſt them the true one 
ſhould eſcape. > : 


Fortunately for Mr, Eſtcourt, he had 
not the mortification of learning that he 
had been duped ; for the extreme diforder 
of his affairs had compelled him to accept 
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the charge of ſecretary to an embaſſy, and 
at his return Miſs Beauclerc was nv longer 


talked of, except in the narrow circle of 


viſiting acquaintance her mother ſtill kept 


up, where indeed the continual appearance 


of Roſella gave birth to much epigram- 
matic {candal. 


This child of ſentiment, as Mrs. Ellinger 
choſe to call her, diſcovered great affection 


for her unacknowledged mother, which was 


a very natural conſequence of the perpetual 
agremens ſhe was the means of procuring 
her, and the unlimittzd indulgence by which 
a fond and admiring parent gratifies her 
own feelings, and conciliats the love of her 
offspring. But Mrs. Ellinger imputed the 


circumſtance to the myſterious workings of 
Nature, and Sophia was highly flattered by 


the attachment of her daughter, whoſe 
return to the houſe of her guardian, after a 


Jong viſit at Avelines, was at length attended 
almoſt invariably by paſſionate regrets and 
fits of crying, which after a ſufficient repe- 


tition, 
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tition, began to rule. the temper of the 
gentle Mrs. Ellinger, and induce her to 
ſuſpect that her endearing careſſes, and 
enthuſiaſtic attachment did not entirely 
compenſate to her young charge for the 
moroſe formality of her huſband, the teaſing 
jealouſy of her ſon and daughter, and the 
dreary gloom of their habitation, which was 
indeed far from boaſting that air riante that 
Marmontel recommends to ſurrounding 
objects, in order to form an infant mind 
to cheerfulneſs and gaiety. 


This ſuppoſition recurring too often, 
piqued the vanity of the good lady, and 
weakened her violent regard for Roſella, 
who had ſoon little more to recommend 
her to*the romantic Selina than her fea- 
tures and figure, which ſhe predicted would 
be enchanting, and likewiſe the ſecret of 
her birth, which ſhe hoped and truſted, 
would lead to many intereſting adventures. 
As her fondneſs for the child had been 


rather 1nconvenient to Mils Beauclerc, by 
{ſometimes 
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ſometimes depriving her too long of her 
little Roſella, the effect of her growing 
coldneſs was highly gratifying both to 
mother and daughter; and by the time Miſs 
Montreſor had paſſed her thirteenth year, 
ſhe regularly ſpent ten months ont of the 
twelve either at the houſe of Mr. Bcauclerc 
in town, or at Avelines. 

Her mother {pared not expence in pro- 
Curing her the uſual acquirements of her 
ſex, and often laid aſide a moſt intereſting 
volume, to repeat with her the leſſons of 
her maſters. Mr. Beauclerc fretted and 
remonfirated at an expenditure he thought 
unneceſſary; but as the income of Sophia's 
fortune was at her own di:polal, ſhe entreat- 
ed him to allow her the only {a:isfaction 
ſhe could derive from it; and he uſually 
gave up his argument after a trifling caval, 
except when he recollected that his daugh- 
ter had, in her twenty-fixth year, declined 
the alliance of a fimily of diſtinction for the 
ſake of Roſella—the child of a man not 

worth 
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worth a groat. He condeſcended however, 
to be amuſed with her little ſallies and girl- 
iſh frolics when the buſineſs of the day was 
over ; and Mrs. Beauclerc, who had, fince 
her daughter's ſecluſion, retired on her part 

from = cafUs and ſcandal,” ſometimes deign- 
ed to employ this diſowned grandchild in 
reading Tillotſon's Sermons to her, with 
now and then a variation of Young's Night 

Thoughts, and the Whole Duty of Man: 
ſo that the loſs of Roſella's ſociety was much 
regretted by each of the trio at Avelines, 
when decorum obliged them to ſend her for 
a week or two to Mrs. Ellinger. 


This lady, without loſing the idea of 
being a principal actreſs in the foreſeen 
adventures of the charming orphan, was 
laboring to render her daughter Livia a 
ſweet intereſting child of exquiſite ſenſibi- 
lity and promiſing lovelineſs; and her ſon 
ſhe hoped to behold in a few years, a moſt 
graceful and manly youth, intelligence 
beaming from his fine eyes, and tender 

fondneſs 
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o . 7 2 
fondneis exhibited for dear mama in every 


action, whilſt exceſhve love ſhould be con- 
veyed in every glance to the enchanting 
Roſella Montreſor. Unluckily however, 
Miſs was unconquerably froward, obſtinate, 
pert, hard- featured, and ricketty% circum- 
ſtances very eaſily accounted for, * her 
too perfect reſemblance to papa, and from 

her having been nurſed by an idle ſervant 
girl in the atmoſphere of Chancery-Lane, 
with the relievo of an airing into Holborn 
every day, that Betty might meet her ſweet- 
heart, and bring home vegetables for cook; 
and in theſe excurſions Miſs Livia was ſtuck 
upon a green- ſtall, to gnaw a bit of turnip, 
whilſt the lovers coquetted at their leiſure. 
Her temper, which wöuld have been ſour 
and reſolute, like that of Mr. Ellinger, 
had ſhe been of the ſame age and ſex, was 
improved by frequent reproofs and ſlaps on 


the face for being idle, vain, and untoward 


like ber foolith mother; and on the other 
hand, ſhe- -was-as often deprived of her play- 
things, cakes, and | Raby tor frowning, 

| . pouting, 
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pouting, and ſnapping like her inſupportable 
father: whilſt the ſervants carefled and 
applauded her for taking off maſter and 
miſſeſs when they ſcolded and quarrelled 
togither, ** jeſt as natral as if twas them 


'emſelves.“ 


The young gentleman, her brother, was 
remarkable only for a moſt oafiſh ſtupidity, 
and a diſguſting affortment of features; 
and this engaging pair were the aſſociates 
of Roſella's younger days, whoſe patience 
and ingenuity had often been exerciſed in 
preſerving herſelf from the effects of Miſs 
Ellinger's diſlike and envy, and in reſcuing 
poor William from her ſudden fits of wrath 
and indignation. When with them, ber own 
wiſhes and inclinations had been invariably 
ſacrificed to an ardent defire of keeping 
the peace, any breach of which, on arriving 
at the knowledge of Mr. Ellinger, was fol- 
lowed by a formal complaint 40 her good 
friend Miſs Beauclerc, and the next viſit 
was unhappily abridged. But this frequent 

exertion 
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exertion of forbearance, and the diſappoint- 


ments which ſometimes awaited her, pre- 
vented Roſella from degenerating into a 
ſpoiled child ; and as ſhe met with indul- 
gence only from one quarter, and either 
conſtraint or vexations from every other, 
ſhe ſoon learned to appreciate properly the 
unabated kindneſs of her mother, and to 
repay it with gratitude and affection inſtead 
of capricious exactions and peeviſh whims. 
A ſubject of contention had however 
lately ariſen from the envious petulancy of 
Miſs Ellinger, which put to flight all the 
philoſophical endurance of Roſella: it was 


occaſioned by the appearance of Mr. Mor- 


daunt, who ſometimes called in Chancery- 
Lane to ſee her; for he had much diſap- 
proved the conduct of Mr. Beauclerc, and 
thought the child, thus diſowned and caſt 
from the boſom of the family which ought 
to have cheriſhed her, moſt unjuſtly dealt 


Wb. and a coolneſs of intercourſe had taken 


place between him and the inhabitants of 
Avelines : 
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Avelines: but to the little Montreſor he 
bad transferred al the regard he formerly 
felt for her father, ſuperadded to a jealous 
ſort of compaſſion for her wrongs. 


_ I 


Roſella's little tormenter, ſeized with 
avidity upon an opportunity to give her 
pain, by ſpeaking with childiſh, but out- 
rageous diſreſpect of Mr. Mordaunt, whoſe 
paternal folicitude had won the heart of her 
grateful companion, and ſhe could not then 
forbear retorting Miſs Livia's ſarcaſms with 
uncoinmon warmth; ſhe even defended 
with eagerneſs the cut of her old friend's 
ſhoes and coat, and the form of his hat and 
wig, all of which were in turn the ſource of 
animadverſion and contempt, 


The increaſing countenance and favor of 
Miſs Beauclerc at length withdrew her 
from a ſcene ſhe abhorred ; and at the age 
of fixteen, Roſella conſidered Avelines as 
her home, Mr. Beauclerc's houſe in town 
as a convenient reſidence to receive the 

inſtructions 
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znſtructions of her maſters, and the habita- 
tion of Mr. Ellinger a diſagreeable place, 
where form obliged her ſometimes to ap- 
pear, and where ſhe was to purchaſe a ſhott- 


lived peace by repeated preſents, which the 


unbounded liberality of her kind friend 
enabled her to make. 


In proportion as Sophia and her mother 


forgot the gay circle they had ſo abruptly 
quitted, they became enamoured of their 


peaceful villa, and Avelines was now the 
date of all Miſs Beauclerc's letters to Mrs. 
Ellinger, who was delighted that, her 7ma- 
gination at leaſt might wander in the faſ- 
cinating regions of romance, though her 
perſon was confined to the horrid purlieus 
of Chancery-Lane: to the myſterious widow 
ſhe conſtantly remitted three times a week, 


a long ſheet of paper filled with chimerical 


expectations, ſupernatural fancies, and wild 
ſuppoſitions concerning the future fate of 
Roſella, which, if any reaſonable mother 
had believed, they muſt have driven her to 

dieſperation: 
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deſperation: but alas! Sophia had read of 


5 


caſtles, banditti, inviſible muſic, rugged 
mountains, and murderous daggers, and 
indulged her fancy in giving the features of 
Roſella to all her airy heroines, had con- 
ducted her in their perſons, through ſuch 
horrid adventures, had ſo often ſeen a ſword 


at her breaſt, a blunderbuls at her temples,” 


and a terrific viſion appalling her. ſenſes, 
tnat ſhe thought little of ſuch inevitable 
incidents, as they muſt 1nfallibly lead her 


at length, to unheard-of happineſs. The 


abrupt termination of her own adventures, 
ſhe was reconciled to; and fancied herſelf 


one of thoſe celebrated mamas, deſtined. 


to bring forth beautiful and tender-ſouled 
creatures, devoted for a given time to miſ- 
fortune. 


The world had now ceaſed to concern 


itſelf with the conduct of Miſs Beauclerc, 


and ſhe was recognized only as a very quiet 
ſtupid kind of old maid, who had formerly 
met with a diſappointment, and had con- 
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ſoled herſelf with novels and religion. That 
the latter part of the ſuppoſition was ſtrictly 
juſt, is not certain; ſhe had, however, in- 
dulged her early bias, by charging her 
memory with every production of fancy 
that had appearcd in the laſt fifteen years, 
and it muſt be imagined, that ſuch an 
uninterrupted ſeries of images, ſoothing and 
encouraging a romantic imagination, muſt 
operate with conſiderable force. At length 
every pretty young woman fhe ſaw, was 
immediately ſuppoſed to be a damſel ſuffer- 
ing under the preſſure of exceſſive ſenſibility, 
and every haberdafher's journeyman who 
trudged on Sundays acroſs a road ſkirting 
her father's grounds, was transformed into a 
love-lorn ſwain in ſcarch of his caged divi- 
nity. Every letter 2ddrefled to her Selina, 
exceeded the former in extravagance of 
idea and opinion, ad evinced that ſhe be- 
lieved Roſella, both in mind and perion, the 
moſt perfect of all the perfect young ladies 
that ever waved a white handkerchief to a 
baniſhed lover, or fighed her pure flame 

in 
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in extempore verſe to the whiſtling winds 


and raging ocean :—and indeed, if the fond- 
neſs of a widowed mother, and the effuſion 
of a flighty imagination-may be allowed for, 
the ſuppoſition was not -ſo extravagant as 
many of her fancies ; for Roſella poſſeſſed a, 
countenance and mien that ſtole - univerſal 
good-will, and a character and deportment 
that ſecured the conqueſt, She was all that 
imagination can form of captivating in 
adoleſcence gay, artleſs, forgiving, ſedu- 
lous to pleaſe, ſoon piqued, much ſooner 
reconciled, ardent in her purſuits, com- 


paſſionate to exceſs, credulous becauſe ſhe 


was unſuſpicious,.warm in her attachments, 


leſs warm in her antipathies, fond of walk- 


ing, fond of riding, of dancing, of her new 
harp, of laughing, of ſometimes talking 
without the trouble of meaſuring her words, 
fond of looking for the Guinea-hen's eggs 
at Avelines, fond of the neighbouring ſhep= 
herd's little blue-eyed ſon, who had once 
given her a neſt of chaffinches, and paſh- 
onately fond of Miſs Beauclerc, that dear 
„„ beſt 
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beſt'of friends, who made her life ſo happy: 
in ſhort, fond of every thing, for every thing 
then intereſted and amuſed her, excepting 


Tillotſon's Sermons and Mr. Ellinger's 


houſehold. 


© 7 
| 


much to the ſatisfaction of her mother, wRo 
now eagerly looked forward to her progreſs 
in celebrity and 'heroiſm : theſe ſhe knew, 
were not to be attained in the odious metro- 


polis, where the moſt heavy and diſguſting - 


tetters muſt of neceſſity be- put upon the 
ſublimity of romance, and Roſella was 
therefore almoſt wholly confined to the 
grounds of Avelines, where ſhe friſked about 
in that dubious ſtyle of dreſs which flatters 
the ambition of young girls, by making 
them appear like women, and gratifies the 
folly of women, by giving them the ſem- 
blance of . 2 girls. 


As the ſummer advanced, Miſs Beauclerc 


uſually ſpent the mid- day in a little thatched 
her! mitage, 


At length ſhe grew formed and womanly, 
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hermitage, raiſed amidſt a cluſter of flower- 
ing ſhrubs, upon a lawn which deſcended 
to the Thames - ſide: in this ſpot ſhe reliſhed 


more particularly the deſcriptive progreſs of 


the loves of all the Ethelindas, the Jemimas, 
the Fredericas, and the Georgianas, with all 
their panics, their caſtles, and their viſions; 
and now that Roſella was of an age to figure 


with ſome conſideration amidft theſe groupes 


of beautiful ſaints in folio, Miſs Beauclerc 
had a peculiar pleaſure in making her read 
aloud, whilſt fhe contemplated her pictu- 
reſque figure, and watched the zephyr ſtealing 
amidſt her light brown treſſes. Every with 
of the admiring mother then appeared to 
her, certain of \being realized: her Roſella 
would be the admiration of the multitude, 
the little deity of unnumbered lovers, and 
the diſtinguiſhed choice of ſome matchlek 
ſwain. 
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CHAP. VI. 


A glimpſe into the regions of ſublime diftreſſes. 


IN the beginning of a lavely Autumn, 
when the heat rendered the favorite retreat 


of Miſs Beauclerc delicious, ſhe was fitting 


in it with Roſella, who had, in obedience to 
her commands, opened a novel, and was 
reading a ſplendid account of a celebrated 


day-break; when ſhe had arrived however, 


at the intereſting epoch where black and 


grey quit the field for purple and ſaffron, 


| the found her eyes attracted from her book, 


which they conſtantly were by.every moving 
object, by a large pleaſure-boat glittering 


with decorations. The pillars which ſup- 


ported 


Dr % " * HONEY TO; 2 RE Yn LOS: * 
5 0 . er 2 By ; 4 r I r Ls es: * 4 : ct k EL IST * * 5 H 
* 4 3 EE . 3 5 | * 0 } E 85 Monroe ef 543 ! FOR Mes 3 . . 2 gy . "I 
8 — 2 EFF ²˙ . ee: Bryoy 3g 8 e SS : 7 ö ER : nd 3 S 8 - TY 1 3 
% 15 JJC Eros ro I ls JJ ͤ—rv:ö n . ³ů·U¶ a en ELIT Der ar 2 : 
: CR nt PER . 5 8 $ CINE rt Wi Fo DI rr ; 
. " . bn A. - F 


ROSELLA. | 127 


pa the canopy were of gilt wood, the 
curtains of green ſilk, fringed, taſſelled, and 
feſtooned, and the ornamented ſtern exhi- 
bited an Earl's coronet emboſſed and gilt, 
over an emblazoned creſt. The poor novel 
fell into the background, and Roſella 
eagerly ſprung forward to contemplate ſo 
gay a ſpectacle, when remarking the ſhowy 


livery of the ſervants ſeated in the ſtern, 


6 Do come and look,” exchaimed ſhe, 
laughing, dear Miſs Beauclerc, do look! 
here are the colors of Edelferinda's mag- 
nificent Aurora upon Lord Manner ne's 


footmen !” 


Miſs Beauclerc ſmiled, notwithſtanding 


this attack upon the moſt tender of all 


ſubjects:; for ſhe was delighted to obſerve 
that Roſella had attracted the attention of 
the party in the boat. 'F7 . 
4 declare,” continued ſhe, in a voice 
of ecſtacy, they have horns and clarinets: 
How delightful! Doyou think they are going 
4 4 ; tar # 
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far? I dare ſay they will return in the 


afternoon I would watch here all day but 


(23 


IT will fee them return! 


; 


One or two of the ladies, pleaſed with 


the animation her geſtures expreſſed, bowed 


to her good-humouredly, to repay the evi- 
dent admiration with which ſhe viewed 
them, and Roſella returned the falute with 
equal caſe and vivacity. Half a dozen 


glaſſes had been already levelled at her, 
which ſhe endured with great unconcern, 


becauſe ſhe had not the leait ſuſpicion 
that ſhe was individually the object of fo 
much curioſity. 


When the boat had paſſed the grounds, 


ſhe heard the clarinets, and having liſtened 


for ſome time with charmed attention, ſhe 


turned to Miſs Beauclerc, exclaiming— 


„How happy they muſt be ! There was | 


not one in the whole party that did not 
ſmile and ſeem pleaſed!“ 


&« Not 
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« Not ſo happy perhaps as you may 
imagine, my Roſella,” returned her friend: 
] ſuſpe& there are ſome aching boſoms in 
the groupe.“ 

Roſella proteſted againſt this idea, repeat- 
ing, They all Jooked fo happy!“ 


Mais Beauclerc ſecretly perſiſted however 
ia her ſuppoſition, as ſhe believed, with an 
exceeding good reaſon : for ſhe had caught 
the eye of Lord Morteyne fixed upon 
Roſella with ſome degree of earneſtneſs, one 
day that her father's carriage and his Lord- 


ſhip's happened to paſs on the road: a 


circumſtance which had been communicated. 


to Mrs. Ellinger with ſuch annotations and 


Freſentiments, that the good lady had from 
that moment impatiently awaitea ſome very 


ſurpriſing cataſtrophes and denouements. 


But accident had never put it a ſecond 
time in Miſs Beauclerc's power to aſcertain 
how far Lord Morteyne had advanced in 
# | 3 @ 5 | the 


— 
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the belle paſſion until this morning, wien 9 
he certainly did turn from a very pretty 3 | 


woman, to whom he had been talking, to 4 
ſurvey the lively hermit—an appellation the [ | 
party had given her; and he only reſumed | 
his converſation with his fair neighbour, | q 
when he could no longer with perfe& con- = t 
venience gaze at Roſella. And though on | 4 
this occafion his deportment did not en- 1 { 
 tirely ' pleaſe Miſs Beauclerc, yet ſhe was | 1 
tolerably certain, to uſe her own language 3 N 

to Selina, that the arrow rankled at his 0 

heart. | | 
The imagination of Roſella was ſo occu- 1 2 
pied by the ideas of gajety and happineſs - i 
the had annexed to the object which had ſo [ { 
much pleaſed her, that ſhe ſcarcęly allowed . + 
herſelf time to ſwallow her * that ſhe [! t 

might run back to the hermitage, ſincerely 1 

| hoping that no ſtupid people would drop 

in before tea to recal her to the houſe. | - 
d Mils Beauclerc remained in the drawing- U 
room with her mother, who was indiſpoſed, : © 

a . and. | 


Oz 

= od 3 
. 
£8 


O 


ROSELLA®. 13 2 


and could not take her afternoon airing; 
but as the windows of the apartment gave 
on to the lawn, ſhe watched the motions of 
Roſella, and ſaw her ſometimes ſtanding at 
the extremity of the bank, looking earneſtly 
up the river, and ſometimes beguiling the 
moment of expectation, by frolicking with 


an Italian greyhound, who was a great 


favorite; an exerciſe that rather diſcompoſed 
ber attire, but increaſed the animation and 
vivid bloom of her countenance. 


At length her preſence was nv at 
the tea table before any boat, except water- 


men's wherries, had appeared; and with 


her fancy ſtill hovering round the hermitage, 
ſhe returned to the drawing- room, and 


thought Mr, Beauclerc unuſually flow and 


tedious in ſipping his coffee. 


« This pampblet,” ſaid the old gentle- 
man, turning the leaves of a political pub- 
cation, * 1s pleaſantly written, the prin- 
ciples and ſentiments juſt, the lapguage 

G. 6 clear 
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clear and perſpicuous: I really don't re- 
member that I ever before met with an 
author whote . ſo exactly tallied 
with my own.” 


It was full half an hour after having made 
this obſervation, that he drank his cold 
coffee, and retired to his ſtudy to read and 


admire this excellent author, who had the 


good fortune to write exactly his opinions. 


Mrs. Beauclerc, who had before appeared 
inclined to doze, now deſired Roſella to 
take down a book, and read to her. 


« Yes, Madam,” replied ſhe, endeavor- 
ing to ſpeak with ms * what book 
ſhall it be?“ pe 


Though Miſs Beauclerc participated in 
her diſappointment, ſhe was much pleaſed 
with her good-humoured compliance: © I 
_—_ told Selina, thought ſhe, „that this 

Year 


EL 


80 


ROSE LL A, 133 
dear girl had an unequalled ſweetneſs of 
diſpoſition.“ SD 


« I think,” ſaid the old lady, gaping, 
and ſpeaking with her eyes almoſt cloſed, 
« that as we have almoſt got through that 
fine diſcourſe of Biſhop Tillotſon, we may 
as well conclude it: there cannot be many 


more pages I ſhould ſuppoſe.” 


« About two or- three and twenty, 
Ma'am,” faid Roſella, turning over the 
leaves. | 

« Very well, my dear; then we ſhall have 
time to finiſh it before I take my draught.” 


Roſella refigned herſelf to her deſtiny 


with a tolerable good grace, and inſtantly 


began the lecture, keeping a very exact 
account of the leaves as they faced about 
to the left.“ Five, fix—very well,” whiſ⸗ 
pered ſhe to herſelf, © I have not many 
more to get through—I ſhall ſoon have 
done,” | 


On 


* 
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On looking up at the cloſe of the next 


paragraph, [he ſaw Mrs. Beauclerc in a pro- 
found ſtate of repoſe; and her daughter 
ſmiled encouragement and conſolation to, 
Roſella. / 


After an uninterrupted pauſe of a few 
feconds, the good lady drew a long breath, 
and half opening her eyes, Bleſs me,” 
exclaimed ſhe, I believe I almoſt torgot 
myfeit—yes, indeed, that is an excellent 
diſcourſe—mark the page, my dear! feel 
rather heavy.—Sophy, you had better take 


your evening walk—I ſhall ring for my 


draught when IL awake.” 


Rolla felt much relieved by this eman- 


e 


cipation, though the concluded that by her 0 | 


detention ſhe had mifled the gratification, 
ſhe bad promiſed herſelf, as the fun was 


now neariy beneath the horizon, and the 
breeze {wept cool over the river. MII 
Beauclerc was of the {ame opinion; but 
when they {trolled out together, Roſe!la 
led to the hermitage, and ſhe followed. 
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« You have been very obliging, my dear 


child,” ſaid ſhe, to the inchnations of 


my poor mother; and to conſole us both 


for our confinement in the houſe ſuch a 


{weet evening as this has been, you ſhall 


order your harp into our retreat, and give 
me my favorite ballad by moon:light.“ 

Roſella had ſcarcely received this per- 

ziſſion, than ſhe flew back to the houſe, 


and having dzfired a fervant to bring the 


harp to the hermitage,. returned to hef 


friend with the ſame ſpeed. The inſtru- 


ment ſoon followed her, and the charming 
ballad, Lady Alice,” was performed in a 
kyle that enraptured Miſs Beauclerc : ſhe 
had had the voice of her protegèe highly 
cultivated, becauſe heroines are always in- 
allibly fine and pathetic ſingers, and the 
voice of Roſella was not unworthy the 
expence and the trouble which had been 
beſtowed upon. it; fo that the gentle cor- 


relpondents prided themſelves upon her 


polteſhng every requiſite to ſhine in the 
heroic 
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heroic page, except a penſive countenance ; 

they hoped however that this deficiency 
would be no more, after an initiation of a 
few months into the, ſublime diſtreſs of a 
gentle, fervent, everlaſting, but apparently 
unfortunate prepoſſeſſion. 


Roſella continued to ſing, with a few 
intermiſſions, that were filled up, by her, 
in admiration of the workmanſhip of her 
dear new harp, which was a foreign one, 
and was ornamented with ſeveral figures 
exquiſitely finiſhed : but at length per- 
ceiving the generous friend who had made 
| her this ſuperb preſent, in a deep reverie, 
the endeavored to draw her from it by 
repeating © Lady Alice,” Miſs Beaucierc 


liſtened attentively, and a remembrance of 


the termination of her own hapleſs love, 
made her tears flow. A lighterman was 
dropping down the river, and the rude 
bawling of the men was in a moment 
huſhed in motionleſs ſurpriſe, and almoſt 
unconſcious admiration of the fair Syren, 

whoſe 
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whoſe dulcet tones might have „ created a 
ſoul under the ribs of death.“ | 


But theſe rough auditors were not the 
only captives to the harmony of Roſella, 
which father Thames had borne towards the 
hermitage: the noiſe of the lightermen had 
prevented her from obſerving the beautiful 
boat ſo anxiouſly watched for, which had 
glided to the bank of the lawn, and was 
there fixed by the magic of ſweet ſounds. 


A few minutes after the pathetic exit of 
poor Lady Alice from this morta! coil, 
Roſella turned her eyes towards the river, 
and its undulating motion cauſed a part of 


the gilded ſtern of the boat to glitter on her 


eye. 


0 Ah, here it is!” exclaimed ſhe ; it 
is empty where can they all be? — no, here 


are the rowers!“ 


She 


—_ ROSELLA. 

She was then running to the water: ſide, 
but before ſhe could reach it, a ſcream from 
Miſs Beauclerc recalled her ſteps, and on 
regaining the hermitage, the ſtopped at the 
entrance, from whence ſhe faw with ſurpriſe 
and conſternation, that her friend was ſur- 


rounded by a party of gentlemen, who were 


- tumultuouſly addreſſing many compliments 
to her, under the influence of a miſtake the 
twilight occaſioned. 


* Charming creature!“ exclaimed one 
of the ſet, who had ſeized the poor. lady's | 
hand, and thrown himſelf upon his knees 


with all the gallant inſpiration of Cham- 
pagne; © divine girl! whole ecſtatic notes 
may filence with envy the ſeraphic hoſt!“ 


c Bravo! bravo!” echoed through the 


place from different mouths ; „ well ſaid, 
Ainſlie!“ 


Roſella remained trembling and con- 


founded at the uproar, and juſt diſtinguiſh- 


ed the voice of Miſs Beauclerc, who en- 
deavored 


el 


C 
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deavored to 1 heard, when a tall figure 
advancing to her, ſaid, in a tone ſcarcely 
audible 


« On a wrong ſcent, by G—d, the whole 
pack 1“ then ſeizing the arm of Roſella, he 
burſt into a balf-ſmothered fit of laughter, 
and enquired if they wee deifying the 
crabbed old maid, or her mother. © As 
for myſelf,” continued this witty perſonage, 
e you ſee I can diſtinguiſh a Hebe from a 
tabby cat, though encompaſſed in the ſhades 
of night.” | 
Let go my hand, Sir,” ſaid Roſella, 
endeavoring to diſengage it. | 
“Not I, faith,” returned he, trying to 
catch the other. 


She was terrified at this determined inſo- 
lence, and called to Miſs Beauclerc in a 
voice of affright, which attracted the attention 
of another individual of the intruding party, 
who haſtily ſtepped forward, and diſcovered 

. to 
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to Roſella the countenance of Lord Mor- 


teyne. 


“ Forbear, Eftcourt !” ſaid he, in a tone 


of authority: * how will you juſtify or 
excuſe this conduct? If your riotous com- 


panions refuſe to liſten to me, you, at leaſt, 
ſhall not diſgrace yourſelf in my preſence.” 


He then ſeized the offender by the collar, 
a liberty of action this diſcerning gentleman 
relented, and a ſtruggle enſued, when he, 
probably irom having drank more wine than 
Lord Morteyne, was ſoon thrown to the 
ground : but, alas! he encountered the un- 


fortunate harp in his deſcent, and it fell 


with him upon the pebble-paved floor with 
2 violent craſh. Roſella flew to examine if 


it had ſuſtained much injury, and found, to 


her inexpreſſible mortification, that it was 
ſo battered in one place, and wholly beat in 


in another, that ſhe had little hope the 


miſchief could ever be repaired. 


. « You 
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« You have broken my new harp to 
pieces!” exclaimed ſhe, in an agony of 
grief, the tears ſpringing to her eyes. 

« I feared ſo,” returned Lord Morteyne ; 
% and how I may deprecate your anger, I 
know not: I can only entreat you to be- 
lieve, Madam, that I feel the utmoſt indig- 
nation for the inſolence of this intruſion, 
which I hope Miſs Beauclerc will believe 1 
endeavored to prevent: but after having 
ſpent the afternoon in too much convivia- 
lity perhaps, ſhe will not be ſurpriſed that 
I had little influence in reſtraining a ſet of 
thoughtleſs young men, when I could 
ſcarcely myſelf reſiſt the attraction that drew 
them to this place.” 

: \ 

Roſella attended little to this fine ſpeech ; | 
ſhe had, aſſiſted by him, raiſed her demoliſh= | 
ed lyre, and was ſhedding tears over it, 
when her friend advanced to her, and en- 
quired carneſtly why ſhe wept, and the reſt 
of the party demanded the ſame information 


of Mr. Eſtcourt, who was half ſtunned by 
his 
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his fall, and was leaning in a very ſullen 
poſture againſt the entrance of the her- 


mitage. 


« Heaven and earth!“ exclaimed one of 
1 . 8 
the intruders, „ who has been committing 


this facnilege ?“ 


« No more ſhe'll tune the vocal ſhell, 
« To hills and dales her paſſion tell, 


« A flame which time can never quell-— 


A burſt of applauſe interrupted” this 


amuſing quotation, with completely over- 


came the patience of Lord Morteyne, Who 


had perhaps no inclination to incur the 
public or private enmity of Mr. Beauclerc, 
whoſe grounds adjoined to his own, and in 


whoſe power it would have been to have 
annoyed him extremely. 


The indignation of Miſs Beauclerc, which 
had hitherto ſlumbered in the cheriſhed 
xlea that Roſella would at leaſt gain three 

or 
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or four paſſionate admirers in the fray, was 


now equally rouſed; but as ſhe attempted 


to give it utterance, ſhe was interrupted by 
his Lordſhip— „ 


« Gentlemen,” faid he warmly, 4 1 
inſiſt that you immediately retire ; this con- 
duct is infolent and unmanly. Permit me, 
ladies, ROPE he, K attend you towards 
the houſe.” 


« My Lord,” replied Miſs 8 


with an air of infinite dignity, “ however 


your aſſociates may have deviated from the 
dictates of propriety and good breeding, I 
am not ſo unjuſt as to implicate your Lord- 

ſhip in their tranſgreſſion, and I thank you 
for this conſiderate propoſal ; but as I 
imagine theſe gentlemen are now ſatisfied 
with the alarm they have given Miſs Mon- 
treſor and myſelf, I will wm trouble your 


| Lordſhip to accompany Uo... / 


They then quitted the hermitage withe | 


out oppoſition from the intruders, and foon 
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gained the houſe; Miſs Beauclerc making 
no anſwer to the lamentations of Roſella for 
the poor harp, but repeating internally, with 
a rapture ſhe could ſcarcely refirain, « Yes, 


this is an adventure py 


In their abſence, Mrs. Beauclerc feeling 
her indiſpoſition increaſe, had retired to 


bed, and her huſband being ftill in his 


ſtudy, Roſella and her friend found the 
drawing- room empty. Miſs Beauclerc, diſ- 
covering by the lights, that the eyes of 


Roſella were red with weeping, endeavored 
to conſole her by ſaying, that the poor harp 
might not be in ſo hopeleſs a Rate as ſhe 


ſuppoſed : © and if fo,” added the; © we 
will contrive to get it repaired without men- 
tioning the diſaſter, or the circumſtance 
that occaſioned it, to my father.” 


Roſella was now compoſed enough to 
dread Mr. Beauclerc's animadverſions upon 
the folly of laviſhing expenſive preſents upon 
careleſs young girls, and readily acceded 
| to 
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to the propoſal. Orders were iſſued to the 
old butler to convey the unlucky inſtru- 


| ment into Miſs Beauclerc's dreſſing- room 


without being ſeen by his maſter; and as 
Simpſon had, on former occaſions, had the 
honor of being a confidential agent, he 
nodded, looked wife, and withdrew, but 
ſoon returned with the petrifying intelli- 
gence that. the harp was no where to be 


found. 


Miſs Beauclerc diſmiſſing old Simpſon, 
endeavored again to diminiſh the chagrin 
and conſternation of Roſella, by repreſent- 
ing that Lord Morteyne had moſt probably 
carried it away, with the hope of having 
it repaired ; though in fact, ſhe imagined 
he meant to indulge the tender ſentiments 
that had taken poſſeſſion of his foul, by 
preſerving it as a relique which had once 


been near the divinity at whole ſhrine he 
worſhipped. | 
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I wiſh,” exclaimed Roſella with ſome 


vehemence, „the boat had been failing on 


the Black Sea! and then this misfortune 
would never have happened.” 
But ſome other of more conſequence 


| might,” obſerved Miſs Beauclerc with a 
ſmile: © do you wiſh too that all the ry 


had been in it?“ | 

No, replied Roſella, recollecting her- 
ſelf, „not all the party nor any one of 
them indeed; but I hope you will allow 
that I have reaſon to be very much vexed, 
and io have you to be diſpleaſed: I ſhould 
be glad to know what Lord Morteyne would 
have thought of Mr. Beauclerc, if he had 


-O 


Her friend laughed internally to ſee her 


ſo much piqued. Ah ! my poor Roſella,” 


thought ſhe, © 'tis the loſs of thy heart, and 
not, of thy harp, that ſo much diſcompoſes 
thee | 


* : 


| p Miſs 


taken half a dozen rude men into his 


grounds to frighten his ſiſter, Lady Lucy?“ 
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Miſs Beauclerc then left her to her re- 
grets, real and imaginary, that ſhe might 


attend the invalid, whom ſhe found un- 


uſually languid and fretful; and ſhe excuſed 
her appearance at the ſupper table, by 
ſaying ſhe would fit up ſtairs till ſhe went 
to bed, as her mother was much indiſpoſed 
and very low. 


Roſella, thus left te- d- tete with Mr. 
Beauclerc, and not ſo much inclined to chat 
as uſual, ſuffered him to conduct the con- 
verſation, which turned upon the very 
youthful and cardinal virtues of prudence, 
fleadineſs, and economy, all of which he 


hoped to ſee her one day poſſeſs. Roſella 
thanked him, and in her turn, wiſhed ſhe 


might merit her generous friend's kindneſs 


and indulgence to her. 


« Yes,” returned the old man, Sophia 
is indeed indulgent to you—too much ſo, I 
often tell her; however, I hope you wall 
always be a good girl, and remember what 
| | H 2 you 
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vou owe to her affection for you, and be 


prudent, and economical, and ſteady; in 


"ſhort, be a good girl, and we will take care 
of you—that is, we ſhall not diſapprove 


what Sophy does to render you an accom- 


pliſhed and happy young woman: though I 


muſt ſay, I think that harp was an unneceſ- 


ſary purchaſe ; the old one would have done 


perfectly well. Seventy guincas only laſt 
year for a grand forte-piano | and now as 
much more for a harp ! Oh, it's 4bſurd, it's 
extravagant! however, be a good girl! 
Sophy will not be controlled—but be a 


prudent girl, and 1 _ not be di 5 8 at 


what ſhe does for you.“ 


Roſella colored, and hung her head; her 
ſpirits already agitated, were painfully affect- 
ed the harp, this regretted extravagance, 
was demoliſhed, and appeared to juſtify the 
complaints of Mr, Beaucler:; whilſt the 


ſecret conſciouſneſs of it gave her a ſenſa- 


tion of criminality, joined to the mortifica- 
tion ſhe experienced for the firſt time, at 
receiving 
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receiving benefits which parſimony would 


fain have withheld from her, and ſhe burſt 
into tears. | ; 


He had not intended to give her pain, 
and haſtened to relieve her diſtreſs by affur- 
ing her of his own affection for her, and that 
of Mrs. Beauclerc, deſiring at the fame time, 
that ſhe would not take notice to Sophy of 
any thing he had faid, which Roſella readily 


promiſed. 


The next morning ſhe was ſtill much out 
of ſpirits; the enticing . curvets of poor 
Flirt, who was her conſtant companion, 


could not allure her to the uſual race upon 


the lawn, nor could ſhe: endure to amuſe 
herſelf with her forte-piano, with the econo- 
mical obſervations of Mr. Beauclerc ſtill 
freſh in bes memory. Her, abſence and 
dejection were remarked by her fanciful 
friend, who concluded after breakfaſt, a long 
narrative letter to her Selina, by obſerving, 

H 3. that 


9. 
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1 that Roſella had become penfive, and even 
1 melancholy. 


« ͤ too well gueſs the cauſe of this 
change,” continued ſhe, her fate now 
hangs upon this noble youth : the ſhaft was 
mutually felt, and both Morteyne and Ro- 
{ella act under its influence.” 
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Mr. Beauclerc had announced his inten- g 
tion of going to town, and returning before 3 
dinner, and enquired who would accompany 
him. Mrs. Beauclerc was too much indiſ- 
poſed, Sophia remained at home with her, 
and at length it was ſettled that Roſella 
ſhould take the opportunity of paying 
a viſit of a few hours, to her guardian and 
Mrs. Ellinger. She felt very reluctant to 

renew her fete-d-tete with Mr. Beauclerc, 
but had not the courage to form an objec- 
tion, when her friend deſired her to Yexe- 
cute a few commiſſions which ſhe men- 
tioned, and gave the packet to Selina in 
charge with her, Miſs Beauclerc then 9 
1 embraced | 
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embraced her, bade her good morning, and 


| Roſella followed her grandfather into the 
_ chariot. 


Fortunately however, he was very buſily 
employed in examining a memorandum- 
book, and minuting down ſome recent ex- 
penditures; and as he was going to ſettle 


with his banker, and receive ſome dividends 
from his funded caſh, his ſpectacles were 
never abſent from his noſe, his pocket- 


book from one hand, and his pencil from 


the other, 


Roſella was pleaſed to be ſpared the repeti- 
tion of his lecture upon prudence, economy, 
and ſteadineſs, and endeavored to amuſe 
her mind with the paſſing objects; but the 
recent animadverſions of her compani6n, and 
her vexatious loſs, would occur to haraſs 


her ſpirits, in ſpite of her efforts to drive, 


them from her recollection. ; 
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225 As Mr. Beauclerc was going into the } 
City, he left Roſella in Chancery-Lane, 
telling her he would call for her in three 
hours. She bade him farewel, and walked 
up ſtairs, with a gloomy remembrance of 
the many unpleaſant hours ſhe had paſſed 

in this den of parchments and perplexities. 


Roſella opened the ſitting-· room door, and 
ſeeing it empty, proceeded up another flight 
of ſtairs to greet Mrs. Ellinger, who ſhe 
concluded was dreſſing; but before ſhe 
had entirely finiſhed her peregrination, ſhe 
met a ſervant maid, who informed her that 
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ROSELLA. 2 
Miſtreſs and Miſs Livy was ſot off to ſee 
ould Madam Swinney, who had been took 
vilent ill, and iſpicted to die, as ſhe was 
already notele(s. —Roſella expreſſed her ſor- 
row at. this event, and meaſured back her 
ſteps to ſpeak. to. Mr. Ellinger at the 
office door. ! 


He evinced more ſurpriſe than pleaſure 
at this viſit, which ſhe ſoon learned was not 
very a-propos. 


« My dear,” ſaid Mr. Ellinger, tying 
up a bundle of papers very carefully with 
the gooſe: quill's regimental inſignia, red 
tape, my dent, you are unlucky in 
coming to-day, for my wife and daughter 
are not at home, and I am going to Gray's- 
Inn Coffee-Houſe to dine with a country 
client, ſo that we have only a bit of ſerag 
of mutton for clerks and ſervants; but 1 
will tell you what you ſhall de Mr. 
Mordaunt cannot go out I know, for he 


Has been.confined to his houſe with a bilious 
| H 5 complaint, 


4». 


44 45 — 2 * 


tans * 17% 
- 


r "> AS Ain 
ogra ou. wane. ral 


Vt 


4 2 2 * 
— Io oo on an 0%: 
, / 


7 FAY F 
* 
—— IR HEY . a 


a 4 


8 3 
* 1 * 
74 F * 
>-. of * 5 
4 = B. 
4 * 


complaint, and he was ſaying a few days 


ago, that he had not ſeen you for a long 


time, ſo you can go and pay him a viſit, 


which will look attentive and pretty, and 


perhaps he will aſk you to dine.” _ 


Roſella was on the point of replying 


that ſhe was expected to return to Avelines 


to dinner, but ſhe was fearful that ſhe might 
then be made to remain at Mr. Ellinger's, 
entirely alone, and without the ſmalleſt re- 


ſource againſt the ennui which had already 


taken poſſeſſion of her; and ſhe was beſides 


really anxious to ſee her old friend, and 


ſhe readily aſſented to the ſaving plan 
propoſed to her. N 


Vet 1 ſee,” ſaid Mr. Ellinger, © you 


can't find your way alone, 1 ſuppoſe— 


and there again, William is not at hand— 
ſtay, you ſhall have Mr. Povey to fhow 
you to Mr, Mordaunt's houle.” 


5 | 9 Mr. 
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Mr. Povey was one of the articled clerks, 
then fitting in the office upon a high ſtool, 
facing a very dirty grim window, looking 
into a little paved court, where weeds and 
graſs thruſt up their preſuming heads be- 
tween the crevices, to baſk in the oblique 
rays of the morning ſun, which condeſcend- 
ed to viſit them for about ten minutes, and 
then retired behind an immenſe high wall. 
In this court, the attention of Mr, Povey 
and his fellow ſcribes could only be diverted 
from buſineſs by a marvellous foul cinder 
heap, which the elevated notions of the lady 
of the manſion prevented her from obſerv- 
ing: item an old wig block, item a duſt 
tub, whoſe diurnal peregrinations generally 
terminated there to ſave trouble; ſo that it 
is not to be wondered at if Mr. Povey, on 
hearing his deſtination, jumped down from 
his ſtool, wiped his pen, ſnatched his hat 
from peg marked P. and bowed td Rofella 
with more alacrity than if he had been 
called from the employment of ſmoking the 
Hooka with houries in Mahomet's paradiſe, 

*- WD She 


s RoskLLA. | 
She returned his ſalutation with her uſual 
good humour, and profeſſed herſe}f ſorry to t 
give him trouble; he was opening his mouth 1 
to reply with ſome gallantry, when Mr. 
Ellinger cut all complimenting, by deſiring 
him to call at his friend the counſellor's, for- 
them ere caſes; and "flay,” added tze 
| phlegmatic lawyer, ce take theſe briefs, and i} 
that ere will and codicil back to Furnival's 0 | 
Inn, that is, after you have conducted Miſs | | 
ö Montreſor.“ | | | | 


js eine ON 


Mr. Povey thruſting the caſes, briefs, 
will, and codicil into a green ſtuff bag, pre- 
pared with a leſs elated aſpe&t to attend 
Roſella. After they had proceeded two or 
three ſtreets, he ſhook his ears, hemmed, 
and placing his green burthen as much as 
poſhble out of ſight, aſſiſted his fair com- 
panion over a kennel, now choaked with 
duſt, old mortar from a repaired houſe, 
odoriferous cabbage leaves, and putrid her- 
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« It's charmingly pleaſant, Ma' am,“ ſaid 
the young man, with a ſimper; © I think it 
is a pity not to walk out and take the air 
ſuch a day as this.” 


Roſella made no reply, for they had juſt 
then entered an alley, and ſhe was intent 
upon preſerving; her eyes from a puff of wind 
that was whirling through it, and gathering 
into its vortex all the filth and ordure 
which ſtrewed the pavement. 


« Are we almoſt arrived at Street? 
aſked ſhe, on removing her hand from her 
ace. | | 

« Oh dear no, Ma'am ; we have near a 
mile yet to walk—we croſs this ftreet into 
that paſſage, and then 5 

« Another alley!“ exclaimed Roſella, 
again preparing to guard againſt the incon- 
venience of the firſt. The precaution was 
however uſeleſs, for no air could circulate 
at that moment through this abode of 
cloſeneſs and ſtench, on account of a mob 

collected 
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collected to hear a loving pair from the 
diſtinguiſhed atmoſphere of St. Giles's, 


roaring alternately the ſtanzas of a Popular 
ballad. | 


« We muſt turn back,” ſaid Roſella, 


haſtily. 

6 No, no, Ma'am, 1 Mr. Povey, 
puſhing forward, we ſhall ſoon get 
through; I never turn back for ſuch a hand- 
ful of people as this.“ 


99 


Roſella tried to follow him; but not 
poſſeſſing either the ſtrength or the expert- 
neſs of her conductor, and not underſtand- 
ing the arts of ſhuffling, hitching, and elbow- 
ing through a crowd, Mr. Povey was 
obliged to divide his attention between her 
and his parchment treaſure, and wholly over- 
looked a boxing match which ſuddenly be- 


gan between the female warbler and her 


aſſociate, to favor the dexterity of ſome 


diving acquaintances who were mixed in the 


audience. Roſetta, terrified at the blows 
| Wen 
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which reſounded 1 and the lan- 
guage that defiled them, was now driven 
about at the will of thoſe who ſurrounded 
her, and ſoon loſt ſight of tlie green ſtuff 
bag and its maſter. At length, without 
any effort of her own, ſhe found herſelf 
diſengaged from the crowd, and puſhed 
into a ſpacious ſtreet, the name of which 
was hidden from her view by a projecting 
ſign that covered it. 


Several moments paſſed before ſhe reco- 
vered ſufficient recollection to aſk of a 
woman paſſing by, the way to —— Street. 
The dame looked round her with tedious 
imbecility, and whilfl Roſella watched her 
countenance 1n eager enquiry, ſhe declared 
c ſhe did not know—ſhe could not tell for 
her part—ſhe was a ſtranger herſelf, and 
knew no more what all the turnings and 
the ſtreets were called, not ſhe, than the 
babe unborn,” 


Roſella, 


N e 
— , W - 
ET SE E N 4 * 


* GALT apt... ac 
+ Ja, 7 
©. — n 


_ 
* a? 
4 - 
er 2 
— * 
— — 


n 2 


wa — 
— 0 5 7 2 4 
. — Rr 
r 8 = as 
- - 
, 


N 


— 
* 1 Pe 
„r « — ge: . 


—— — . N- 1 nn v 
Frag ot rc 
#20” 


A . - Ge. 
7 . 3 
4 * ag iis 


5 a 5 
wa, 
9 


, 31 
* ah 77 
— + * — 


Ci 

- ne ID. 

3 * 32 4 Ss + 4 
: — r 2 * n SS RS... 
*. NE 7 ar Bate ow 2 e 

5 5 4 0 : 15 
2 A vas. £t; 
— — _—  — —  qwr_r__ 3 


ROS ELLA. 


Roſella, much diſappointed, walked on 


at the hazard of going wrong, but could 


not at that moment ſee any one near her 


to whom ſhe could ſummon courage to- 


apply. There was not a coach - ſtand in 
fght, and wholly unuſed as ſhe had been 
to walk in London without a. companion 


or attendant, her embarraſſment was viſible 


both in her countenance and manner. At 


length, fearing that ſhe ſhould. not have 
time to ſee Mr, Mordaunt if ſhe wandered: 


far from the way, ſhe collected reſolution: 
to aſk information of a boy who was paſſing, 


with an immenſe pile of pewter pots ſtrung 
upon his back: for ſhe had looked into 


ſeveral ſhops, and unluckily. ſaw no perſon. 
at leiſure to attend to her; ſome were, or 
ſeemed to be empty, others were tenanted 
only by children, there was but one occu- 


pied by a peiſon who appeared to be the 


maſter of it, and he looked at her as ſhe- 
peeped in, with ſuch a ſavage mien of ſuſ- 
picion, that ſhe withdrew 1n haſte. 


„„ 
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«© The way to Street,” repeated 
the boy, turning round, „ ay—it's a good 
way though but I'Il ſhow you,” reſumed 
he, ſwinging the pots off his back, and daſh- 
ing them on the pavement with a moſt 
ſtunning clutter. Before he could execute 
his intention however, or utter another 
ſyllable, he received a ſhower of blows from 
the cane of a man, whoſe feet his pots had 
aggrieved, accompanied by ſuch a rounde- 
lay of oaths and execrations, that Roſella 
ſtood aghaſt in the utmoſt ſurpriſe and 
horror, wholly unable to account for the 
uproar : but the outcries of the poor boy 
ſoon gathered a circle of enquirers about 
him, and ſhe left him to his fate, becauſe 
ſhe was unable to endure the heat and 
preſſure of the people about her. She now 
felt uncommonly thirſty, and was much 
perplexed how to act, when a confectioner's 
ſhop greeted her eyes, and ſhe recollected 
that ſhe could at once enquire her way, and 
recompenſe the people for any little civi- 
lity ſhe might require of them, by laying 
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| out ſome money. A glaſs of capillaire was 
26 given to her at her requeſt, and ſhe took 
= likewiſe ſome biſcuits, of a fort ſhe recol- 
| lected Miſs Beauclerc was fond of. But lo! 
on ſeeking for her purſe, ſhe found that it 
had vaniſhed ; her diſtreſs and confuſion at 
this diſcovery were inſupportable, and while 


10 the color ruſhed into her cheeks, ſhe made 
A known her unexpected loſs to a very ſhowy 
Lal lady, gaily dreſſed, who condeſcended to 
* officiate behind the counter, and expreſled 
110 her concern at the ſame time, that ſhe could 
1 ] not immediately pay for the capillaire. 

. « Oh dear Ma' am,“ ſaid the dame, with 
1 unlooked-for urbanity, pray don't men- 
is: tion ſuch a trifle ; I am only ſorry for you, 
1 Ma'am—!l hope you have not loſt much?“ 
17 « Only a guinea and a few ſhillings,” 
1 replied Roſella, I had no more in my 
7 pocket.” | 

5 «© Well, Ma'am, that's too much to loſe, 
5 as people ſay; but pray don't mention it 
"I 5 on 
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on my account; I dare ſay when you come 
this way again, you will not forget me.“ 

“ No, indeed,” cried Roſella; „I will 
diſcharge my debt, and remember your 


civility with much gratitude,” 


She then enquired the way to Street, 
and this polite ſhopkeeper ſtept to the door 
to ſhow her the next turning, with as much 
complaiſance as if ſhe had Juſt received an 
order for a ſuperb deflert. 


Whilſt Roſella was liſtening with great 


attention to her inſtructions, a voice cloſe to 


her ear exclained—- 


* Tis herſelf, by G—d ! the Syren, the 


12 


little hermit, the fair harper ! 


She ſtarted with renewed confuſion, and 


wholly forgot' in a moment which way ſhe 
was firſt to turn, 
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&© Dear me, Ma' am, ſaid the dame, 


glancing a pair of keen black eyes upon 
two faſhionable looking men who were 


gazing with nonchalente ſatisfaction at the 


diſtreſs of Roſella, © you are not recovered 
yet; you had better walk in again, and fit 
down a little: I am ſure if F had met with 
ſuch an accident, I ſhould have been quite 
fluttered.“ 5 

«© What, another accident!“ exclaimed 
one of the gentlemen in a voice Roſella 


recollected to be that of Mr. wou 3 


« what an unfortunate fair one !” 


He ſpoke with an air of diſdainful raillery, 
which the remembrance of the laſt even- 
ing's diſgrace perhaps promoted, and the 
lady confectioner began to ſuſpect that this 
was far from being the firſt time that her 
moneyleſs cuſtomer had unexpectedly loſt 
her purſe ; and abhorring the idea of b. ag 
ſo groſſiy impoſed on, ſhe drew Roſella, 
who was aſhamed to reſiſt, into her ſhop, 


faying— 


c Come, 
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< Come, Ma' am, you had better take 
another glaſs of capillaire, and then theſe 
young gentlemen, who ſeem to be friends 
of your's, will pay for both glaſſes, and you 
can return the money you know, when you 
And your Parte again.“ 

% No.” replied ſhe indignantly, RY 
will ſend a e in leſs than half an hour 
with the money.“ | 

“ Very well, Ma'am, as you pleaſe, 
Ma'am,” returned the dame, with re- aſſumed 
complaiſance, on finding that her hint was 


not taken by either party; you are to 


* the ſecond turning on your right.“ 
* I thank you,” returked Roſella, haſtily 
__ the ſhop with unaſſured Reps. 


One of the gentlemen, as ſhe hurried 
forward, accoſted her with tolerable polite- 
neſs, whilit his companion, Mr. Eſtcourt, 
by ſeveral rude 1nnuendos, recalled the cir- 
cumitance that had ſo much ſhocked her, 
with added mortification to her mind. The 


color in her face heightened to the deepeſt 
crimſon 
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crimſon, with heat and agitation; but the 
confuſion of her mind prevented her from 
attending to perſonal inconvenience. At 


length her progreſs was impeded by a num- 


ber of idle people gathered round the win- 
dow of a caricature ſhop; and as the inſo- 
lence of her uncivil tormenter increaſed 
with her increaſing anxiety, ſhe felt unable 


to endure it any longer, and looking round, 


ruſhed ſuddenly into a haberdaſher's near 
her, and unmindful who regarded her, fat 
down, and burſt into tears. He had fol- 
lowed her; but on obſerving a very enga- 
ging and elegant young woman gazing at 
Roſella with ſtrong marks of commiſera- 
tion, he ſuddenly ſtopped with an air of ſur- 


priſe and confuſion, which did not eſcape 


her. The young lady ſhook her head with 
a countenance of reprehenſion, and advan- 
cing to Roſella, offered her a bottle of falts 
with an air of ſuch gentle compaſhon, that 
its influence revived her. 
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The people of the houſe, from her exam- 


ple, brought a glaſs of water; but the 
amiable ſtranger obſerving that Roſella 
was much heated, would not allow her 
to take it, and on ſeeing her more com- 
poſed, ſhe made a ſign to Mr. Eſtcourt, who 
approached her, and having converſed with 
him in a whiſper for a moment, at the 
entrance of the ſhop, he ſuddenly diſap- 
peared, and ſhe returned to Roſella. 


« My name is Eſtcourt, Ma' am, ſaid 
ſhe ; © I have a carriage in waiting, and if 
you will do me the honor to ule it, it ſhall 
attend you to any part of the town you 
wiſh to viiit.” 


Roſella expreſſed her gratitude for this 
generous attention, 


«© Noacknowledgments are due to me,“ 
replied Lady Lucy; © I ought rather to 


apologize to you for the impertinence of my 
thoughtleſs brother.“ 


Roſella, 
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Roſella, with renewed thanks, ſaid that 
ir a hackney coach could be procured, ſhe 
ſhould feel an equal obligation, without the 
fear of occaſioning any inconvenience: but 


this propoſition would not by any means be 


admitted, and Lady Lucy, on hearing that 


ſhe was going to the houſe of Mr. Mordaunt, 


led her to her carriage, and ordered it 


-thither. 


« Mr, Mordaunt,” faid ſhe, as it drove 
away, I am well acquainted with: he has 
tranſacted buſineſs in my family near thirty 
years, I believe, and notwithſtanding his 


gravity and preciſion, he is a great favorite 


with me.” 


Roſella joined very warmly her approba- 
tion and reſpect to that of Lady Lucy, who 
enquired if ſhe were on terms of intimacy 
with Mrs. Methwald, his ſiſter: her young 
companion replied that ſhe was ſcarcely 
known to her. A momentary ſmile paſſed 
over the countenance of Lady Lucy, who 

* 23 remained 


„„ 
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remained ſilent, and Roſella took advantage 
of a pauſe, to explain the accident by which 
Mr. Eſtcourt had met her unattended. 


His amiable ſiſter again aſſured her that 


ſhe bluſhed for his conduct. 


« This is not,” ſaid ſhe; © his firſt 
offence towards you, Miſs Montreſor, and 
that you ſhould this morning ſuffer renewed 
uneaſineſs from his folly, gives me much 


Concern.“ 


Roſella ſuppoſed that the broken harp 
was alluded to, and ſhe aſſerted, with truth, 
that the accident was much overbalanced by 
the flattering condeſcenſion of Lady Lucy. 


The carriage now ſtopped at the houſe of 


Mr. Mordaunt, who happened to be at 


home, and Roſella parted from her fair 


protectreſs with an undefined but deep 


_ impreſſion of eſteem and admiration, which 


was likewiſe experienced by Lady Lucy, 
though not in ſo enthuſiaſtic a degree. 
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l lip,“ ſaid Roſella to the ſervant 


who opened the door, © how is Mr. Mor- 

daunt? I was much hurt to hear that he 

has been ill: may I ſce him?“ | 
J am partly ſure, Miſs,” replied the 


man, who was a very old domeſtic, „that 


my maſter would be gladder to fee you than 
any body, almoſt. But Mrs. Methwald is 
— and if you pleaſe I will ſhew you into 

he drawing- room, and let my maſter know 
you are ere. 


* 


Reſella, who had been uled to run to 


him in his ſtudy, felt reſtrained +; ſha had 


{een Mrs. Methwald in her childhood, and 


{till retained a confuſed recollection of her, 


though it was by no means a pleaſing one. 
As Philip announced her, the old lady look- 
ed up, but without attempting to riſe: ſhe 
had been writing, and with the pen full in 
her hand, and her /ecretarre before her, ſhe 
ſurveyed her young viſiter very earneſtly 
through her pectacles. Roſella, much 

| ivalhed, 
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Aa 


abalhed, expreſſed her fears that her intru- 
ſion was U]-timed. 


« Is it poſſible,” exclaimed Mrs. Meth- 
wald, ce that you can be Roſella Montre- 
ſor ?”? 


Roſella, not knowing in what manner to 


prove her identity, remained ſilent. 


e You are grown cut of knowledge,“ 
continued the lady: but,“ added he, 
recollecting herſelf, ce my ſurpriſe has be- 

trayed me into glving you a ſtrange recep- 
tion—iſft down, my dear —I am happy to 


fee you.“ 


She graciou 11% 121d forth her hand, which 
Roſella rec 8 with ſome diſfidence of 
IN the honor, and then ſhe veatured 
to alk it Mr. ord: aunt was recovered irom 
ble indiſpolition. 
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Not entirely,” Mrs. Methwald ſaid; 
« Philip told him,” continued ſhe, of 


courſe, that you are here, and when he is 


entirely diſengaged, he will no doubt ſee 
"re 


She now arranged the papers in her 


fecretaire, and taking up a book, from which 


ſhe appeared to have been making extracts, 
ſhe marked the page, and placed every 
thing aſide; but in a manner Hat plainly 
told Roſella ſhe had been diſturbed from 
her employment by her preſence, and meant 
to reſume it the inſtant ſhe was relieved 
from it. From this moment, to the en- 
trance of her brother, ſhe labored to keep 
up a converſation with her young gueſt, 
who not being acquainted with the chit chat 
reports of the day, and not being imagined 
qualified for any ſuperior ſubject, did not 
make a very brilliant figure. The entrance 
of Mr. Mordaunt, who welcomed her with 
his uſual frankneſs and affection, relieved 
her from a ſituation, of all others the moſt 

5 unpleaſant, 
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unpleaſant, herſelf reſtrained, and conſcious 
of being a gene to others. 


« You have before ſeen this good child 


I think,” faid he to his fiſter; © but you 


had no idea that you ſhould ſo ſuddenly 
renew acquaintance' with ſuch a tall, hand- 
„ 

« Miſs Montreſor is certainly much 
grown,” returned the lady, coldly, „and 
I ſuppoſe—I believe much improved in 
appearance; ſhe is vaſtly like her father.“ 

« How is poor Mrs, Beauclerc?“ de- 


manded Mr. Mordaunt, EY 3 © I hear 


ſhe is ill.“ 


Roſella confirmed the report. He then 
enquired how long ſhe remained in town, 
and having heard until three o'clock, ob- 
ſerved that 1t was already near half after 
two, and aſked why ſhe had not called 


| fooner. She took this opportunity of telling 


the tale of her diſaſters, and Mr, Mordaunt, 
much provoked with the conduct of her 
BY guardian, 
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guardian, in entruſting her to ſuch an 
Incompetent protector as Mr, Pqvey, re- 
lieved one part of her inquietude, by ſend- 
ing Philip to the confectioner, to perform 
the promiſe {he had given: and then re- 
collecting how ſhort a time remained for 
her ſtay in town, he ordered his carriage to 
take her back, and whilſt it was getting ready, 
demanded what the larder could produce. 


* Roſella wil not dine,” ſaid he, pro- 
bably till fix, and Miſs Beauclerc will not 
truſt her. here again, if I ſend her home 
hungry and fick.” _ 


Mrs. Methwald faid ſhe would ring for 
ſomething ; but obſerved at the fame mo- 
ment, that ſhe believed there were biſcuits ' 
in the anti-room. 


4 Fho, pho,” returned her brother, © a 
farthing biſcuit for a young girl half famiſh- 
ed! Do ſuffer your darling Muſes,” con- 
tinued he, glancing his eye at the ſecretair e, 
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& to regale for once with the ſmell of col 
roaſt or boiled.“ | 


Roſella interrupted him to declare that 


ſhe had no inclination for either. 


« Child,” ſaid Mr. Mordaunt, © i am 
at this time ſuffering a painful malady, 
which arofe to its preſent height from the 
folly of preſerving my appetite from nine in 
the morning until five and fix in the even- 
ing; and I recommend it to you, never to 
ſuffer a fooliſh complaiſance or punctilio, to 
place you in the ſame predicament. I {hall 
take ſome refreſhment myſelf, if it is to be 
had, and I hope you will not refuſe to fol- 
low my example.“ 


He then rung the Bell himſelf, and gave 


orders; whilſt Mrs. Methwald, with a coun- 
tenance extremely diſconcerted, locked up 
the precious contents of the fecretaire, and 
ſent it to her apartment. 


1 4 Roſella, 
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Roſella, at this moment, wiſhed herſelf 
at Avelines ;—ſhe wiſhed herſelf any where, 
even at Mr. Ellinger's diſmal manſion, 
rather than be compelled to partake of a 


repaſt that was not beſtowed with cordi- 


ality, or meet a phyſiognomy forced every 
other minute into a momentary ſimper, 
which, like gleams of ſunſhine in a winter- 
day, gave way per force, to the more prevail- 
ing gloom. | 


Mr. Mordaunt paid no attention to the 
ill-concealed diſpleaſure of his ſiſter, but ſat 
down to the tray which the ſervant brought, 
and obliged Roſella to ſhare the contents 
with him. Mrs, Methwald would not - be 
prevailed with to have the ſame conde- 
ſcenſion, but fat as far from the ſcene of 
action as poſſible, and the inſtant her bro- 
ther and his copartner in this vulgar buſi- 
neſs had ended, ſhe defired that the frag- 
ments might be taken away, and flew her- 


- felf to open the doors and windows, that 


the ſmel! of the meat might evaporate. 
| Rolella, 
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Roſella, ſtill more diſtreſſed than at her 
entrance, began to anticipate with delight 
the moment of her departure, and for the 
firſt time ſince ſhe had loſt fight of Mr. 
Povey, reflected, that as he could not poſ- 
fibly gueſs what had become of her, he 
might have informed Mr. Ellinger that ſhe 
was loſt, who perhaps would ſpread the 
alarm to Mr. Beauclerc when he called for 
her in Chancery-Lane. This fear made her 
yet more eagerly wiſh to hear the carriage 
announced, and at length her apprehenſions 


were allayed by the agreeable intelligence 


that it was ready. 


5 Philip, you will attend Mails Mon- 


treior,” ſaid Mr. Mordaunt. 

« Thomas is below,” obſerved Mrs. 
Methwald, with a nervous motion of the 
head, and a fretful fidget. 

« ſuppoſe ſo,” returned her brother, 
provoked at her childiſh contradictions, 
*« and there let Thomas remain,” 


Ps. Roſella 
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Roſella haſtily roſe 10 depart. Mrs. 


Methwald, checking her peeviſhneſs, took 
her hand, and touched her cheek with her 
own condeſcending, lips. 


« My dear child,” ſaid Mr. Mordaunt, 
« you mult not be frightened from renew- 
ing your viſit by my ſiſter's unlucky diſ- 
compoſure this moraing.” | 


Mrs. Methwald darted at him a look 
of anger. 


beg you to believe, added he, 
“ that ſhe is very friendly and, good- 
humoured, and I aſſure you has your wel- 
fare much at heart : but I ſuppoſe the truth 
1s, that ſhe found the hill of Parnaftus 
ſteeper than uſual this morning, and per- 
haps too, the heat of the weather has dried 
up the helicon fountain, at which J believe 

my good ſiſter ſips now and then.“ 

« Ablurd !“ exclaimed the old lady. 
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Roſella now courteſied to her, and bidding 


Mr. Mordaunt adieu, ran down ſtairs, glad 


to eſcape from the peeviſh preciſion of this 


ancient votary of the Muſes. On arriving 


at the houſe of Mr Ellinger, ſhe was met 
in the paſſage by the knight of the green. 
ſtuff bag, who eagerly ran out to inform 


her that he had with difficulty traced her as 


far as the corner of - Street, and ſeen 
her run into the haberdaſher's; and as he 
then thought her ſafe, he turned back to 
execute his other commiſſions. | 


«© Mr. Ellinger does not then know the 
little embarraſſment I met with?“ ſaid ſhes 
« No, Ma'am, replied Povey, coloring, 
thought as you. was fafe, there was no 


occaſion to mention it, as perhaps he might. 


I» 


think I ought | | My 


Roſella now underſtood him, and relieved 
Eis apprehenſion, by taying ſhe was pleafed 
to find there had not been any needleſs 
alarm; and as ſhe had fortunately arrived. 
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ſafe at her deſtination, there would not be 
any neceſſity to ſpeak of it. She then walk- 
ed up ſtairs to wait the appearance of Mr. 
Beauclerc, and diſcovered to her mortifica- 
tion, that Mr. Povey thought it neceffary 
to atone for his late negligence, by following 
her into the dining-room, becauſe he was . 
afraid ſhe would be dull by herſelf; and for 
his part, he was not fit to fit down to 
« aforeſaids and whereaſes,” after taking 


{uch a fag in ſuch a deviliſn hot day. 
Roſella was ſilent. 


After you had entered the carriage, 
 Ma'am,” continued he, I thought 5 

*« Oh you ſaw that?“ interrupted Roſella 
with ſome ſurpriſe, 

« Yes, Ma'am ; I was following you, but 
I{pted the livery—contound it, ſays I, here's 
my luck again ! I never touch this damned 
green devil, but I meet ſome of my old 
friends : there was Cyril Eſtcourt and I at 
Weſtminſter ſchool, like two brothers; we 

VVV were 
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were always together at my uncle's, or at 
the houſe of Lord Morteyne, his father. But 
when my uncle took the whim to article me 
to old Ellinger, that I might underſtand 
common law, all my friends cut me, damme, 
or what's almoſt as bad, they hoax me to 
the devil for being a lawyer's clerk : how- 


ever, they may come round again one af 


theſe days, for I ſhall only do buſineſs in 
the ſoliciting way—in my uncle's track, 
with two or three ſnug auditorſhips. 
Lounds ! the haunches of veniſon and fat 
turtles that fall into his larder—Lord, 
Ma'am, he is as much courted as a Prime 
Miniſter.”? 

«© Pray may I aſk on what particular 
account ?” ſaid Roſella, who found ſhe was 
expected to ſpeak. : 

„ Why, he carries in the rents of ſuch 
of his noble' patrons who have rents to re- 
ceive, and contrives that others who have 
none, ſhall live upon his wits and his 
credit.“ ) 


« Iam 
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“J am ſorry I cannot underſtand you,” 
ſaid Roſella; and I am ſo 1gnozaat of 
bufineſs of every kind, that I fear I thould 
not comprehend Fog even if you endeavor 
to explain to me.“ 

« ] cannot think,” returned Povey, with 
an air of chagrin, © what induces me to 
talk upon ſuch quiZZ1ng ſubjects, except it 
is the confounded air of this houſe. I dare 
ſay now, if I was to meet Lady Lucy, or 
Cyril, or any of them, they would pro- 
nounce me already quite an altered fellow.” 

«Lady Lucy is extremely amiable !”? 
exclaimed Roſella earneſtly. 

« As ſweet a tempered little creature as: 
any in the world,” returned he: © now 7 
met her once a ſhort time after I was. 
articled, and I felt confounded foolith to 
be ſ{ure—for there was a, curſed load of 
red-taped papers ſtaring her full in the 
face. Mr. Povey, ſaid ſhe, © we: never 
fee you now: my father was remarking. 
yeſterday that you had deſerted us. I could. 
have told ker that Cyril had hoaxed me off 

the 


. | 
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the field, but I was fo chagrined that the 


devil of a word could I utter; however, 
when I meet her, ſhe always bows, let it be 
where it will: and her taking you to old 
Mordaunt's was juſt like her—ſhe would 
almoſt have done the ſame thing for a gurl 
fagging with a band-box.” 


Mr. Beauclerc's chariot now drove to the 
door, and Rofella, who was not much 
delighted with her companion, bade him 


good morning with great alacrity, and flew 


down ſtairs with even more than the uſual 


eagerneis ſhe ever felt to quit the houſe. 
She found Mr. Beauclerc in extreme good 


humour ; but the ſpectacles and memo- 
randum-book were ſtill in conftant employ- 
ment. She reminded him of the con 


miſſions her friend had given her, and was 
deſired to direct the coachman as ſhe pleaſed, 
provided ſhe did not order him much out 


of the way. 


CHAP: 
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CHAP. VV. 


Palſy—gout—end rage for improvements. 


W HEN the carriage drove round the 


ſweep that led to the front entrance at 
Avelines, Roſella looked up at the dreſſing- 
We. room windows of Miſs Beauclerc, and to 
her extreme ſurpriſe, this beloved friend 
was not watching for her return—a cuſtom | t 
& that had hitherto been invariable with her. 
The ſervant who had attended the Chariot j 
had rung twice, and the doors were yet 1 
ſhut againſt their maſter, R 


e I hope no accident has happened!“ 
ejaculated Roſella in a lor yet diſtinguiſh- 
able voice. 5 


, 8 „What 


n 
7 * 
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« What is it—what is the matter?“ 
aſked Mr. Beauclerc, taking off his * 
tacles, and looking up. 


Old Simpſon now appeared with a face 
of important concern. 


I am ſure Miſs Beauclerc is ill!“ cried 
Roſella, ruſhing into the houſe, and flying 
up ſtairs with a ſtep equally rapid. The 
ſight of the family apothecary walking down 
with a very ſolemn air, confirmed all her 
fears. Oh I thought ſo,” ſaid ſhe—“ I 
feared ſo! Tell me, is ſhe very ill?“ 

« I am apprehenſive, Miſs Montreſor,“ 


returned the gentleman in meaſured ac- 


Cents — 


« Ofgyhat ?” 1 Roſella, turn- 


ing very Pale. 
% That the poor lady is in a very cri- 
tical ſituation.“ 


She heard no more, but ran with incre- 


dible ſwiftneſs to the apartment of Miſs 
Beauclerc, 
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Beauclerc, which the was ſurpriſed to find 


wholly deſerted. 


Where is ſhe ?” exclaimed the weeping 


girl, * where is my beſt and only friend? 


« Lord, Miſs,” ſaid Sophia's maid, he 
juſt then entered, „you cannot mean my 
old Lady ſure — and as for my Lady, why you 
Know {he is tending ker.” 


Roſella inſenfibly loſt her inconſolable 


countenance. 


«© There, Ma'am,” continued the toilet 
damſel, my old maſter and you hadn't 
been gone half an hour, before my poor 
old Lady was taken all in {uch a queer way— 


Iike—and ny Lady ſhrieked out, and pulled 


the bell, fit to pull it down—and we all 


ran, and there was my poor old Lady had 
tumbled down upon the carpet, and was 
making faces—like—all in ſuch a queer 
way. So Will was ſent off to Hampton- 
Court for the doctor, and John ſet off to 

fetch 


py O23 — — gd HF 


ROSELLA. 187 


fetch back his maſter, and bring Doctor 


Watkins, and there he is not come back 


23 


yet. : 
Do you think I may go to Mrs. Beau- 


clerc's chamber ?” aſked Roſella; © could * 


not I do any good: - perhaps I might re- 


lieve my dear Miſs Beauclerc ?” 


« Ah poor dear lady!“ faid the ſuivante, 
* ſhe has been in a pack of troubles ; T'll 
go and aſk if you may ſee my old Lady.” 


Roſella waited with impatience for her 
return; but the requeſt was denied, for 


Miſs Beauclerc wiſhed that ſhe might, if 
poſſible, be ſpared the ſhock of ſeeing her 


mother in her preſent deplorable ſtate, and 
it had been recommended beſides, to keep 
her as quiet as Og would admit. 


The old lady languiſhed fix-and-thirty 
hours in a ſtate of inſenſibility, and at the 
end of that period, a ſecond fit releaſed her 
daughter and her huſband from their melan- 


choly attendance, But the ſudden alarm 
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of her danger, and the ſhock of her death, 
affected the health of Mr. Beauclerc, and 
occaſioned a fit of the gout, to which he 
had been for ſome time ſubjected; and the 
regret of Sophia for the loſs of her mother, 
was much diverted by her attention to her 
fick father, in which Roſella joined with all 
the tenderneſs and ardor natural to her 
character. 


A few days after the funeral of Mrs. Beau- 
clerc, their cares were however fruftrated by 
intelligence received by the invalid, of the 
ſudden failure of his banker, to whom he 
had recently entruſted a conſiderable ſum 
of money, but not enough to injure him 
in the flighteſt manner, or in the leaſt 


embarraſs his affairs. Let the avarice of 


the old man was cruelly wounded by the 
ſtroke, and the agitation of his mind upon 


this event, threw the gout into his head, 
and proved fatal to him. 


„ Sophia, 
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Sophia, worn with anxiety and attend- 
ance, was now herſelf affailed by illneſs ; 
and only the tears and diſtreſs of Roſella 
had the power of rouſing her ſpirits to 
fortitude and exertion. 


The neareſt relation of Miſs Beauclerc on 
the ſide of her father, was a firſt couſin 
who reſided in Devonſhire upon a ſmall 
eſtate, and had ieldom viſited his uncle, 
becauſe he had no expectations from him. 
Of her mother's family, the moſt approxi- 
mate to her was Mrs. Mary Delaval, the 
ſiſter of Mrs. Bzauclerc, who having in her 
youth met with a ſenſible diſappointment, 
had declined ſome advantageous matches, 
and had imbibed ſo ſtrong a friendſhip for 
a woman of rather an inferior ſituation in 
life, who had had complaiſance enough to 
confole the poor damſel by liſtening with 
patience to her tale of woe, and playing 
everlaſtingly at piquet with her, that Miſs 
Delaval, poſſeſſing a handſome independ- 
ence, took up her abode at the houſe of 

| her 
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190 ROSELLA. 


her comforter, and followed her and her 


huſband, a wary Scotchman, to Dumfries, 


N 


where he choſe to return to ſpend the in- 
come of a ſmall fortune he had ſcraped to- 
gether in England. A very kind letter was 
interchanged once a year between Miſs 


Beauclerc and her aunt, and this annual 


correſpondence was the only intercourſe 


preſerved by the good lady with her 


family. 


Befides theſe relatives, Miſs Beauclerc 
had three or four ſecond and third couſins, 
with whom ſhe was upon formal ters; and 
finding herlelf thus ſuddenly called upon to 


act from her own judgment and diicretion, 


ſhe wrote to entreat the preſence of Mr. 
Mordaunt, that ihe might have the benefit 
of his friendly inſtructions ; andat the {ame 
time dcfired the attendance of Mr. Ellinger 
in his profeſſionał capacity. 


A mandate was likewiſe iſſued to Selina, 
that her cloguence and perſonal conſolation 
; might 


Js! 
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might ſooth the griefs of her diſtreſſed 
correſpondent ; and when this firſt taſk was 
accompliſhed, that ſhe might join in the 


more delicious one of ketching out a variety 


of intricate and mazy deſtinies for the un- 
conſeious Roſella, who, entirely innocent of 
the forced-meat adventures laid in her name 
pon the ſhelf for Fortune's better leiſure, 
was fervently bleſſing Heaven that her in- 
dulgent friend was fill on the ſurface of 
this trumpery globe; and wondering much, 
how that time would henceforth be filled, 
which had till then been devoted to the 
excellent diſcourſes of Biſhop Tillotſon, to 
the ſcreech-owl ͤnight- thoughts, to proſing, 
to political pamphlets, and to the exami- 
nation of account- books and caſh memo- 
randums. 


The will of Mr. Beauclerc had been 
depoſited with Mr. Ellinger, and a copy of 
it, fealed up, was found in his efcrutoire, 
with an intimation where the original was 
placed, Mr. Mordaunt, at the requeſt of 

Sophia, 


A * 
? . 
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Sophia, was preſent at the reading of it, as 
was likewiſe Roſella, who was ſuppoſed to 
be a legatee. The nephew of the deceaſed 
bad been written to in form, but no anſwer 
had been received ; and Mr. Ellinger pro- 
poſed that the will ſhould be opened with- 
out delay, that it might be ſeen if inſtruc- 
tions had been left for the interment of the 
body. This expectation was not difap- 
pointed, and the teflator then proceeded 
to diſpole of his property.” According to the 
general idea, Miſs Beauclerc was the heireſs 
of his eſtates and all his en ; but the 


ſentence that followed was equally unex- 


pected and unwelcome'to her. It imported, 
that his daughter had lately rejected an 
alliance he had been anxious to obtain for 
her, and unleſs ſhe altered her ſituation in 
favor of the Honorable Mr. Treſon, or ſome 
other gentleman of family and probity, he 
willed that his eſtates ſhould deſcend, at 
her demiſe, to his nephew John Briſtock, 
of Girton-place, in the county of Devon, or 
to his heirs, on taking the ſurname of 
Beauclerc, 


* 


1 
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Beauclerc. Then followed a few legacies, 


amongſt which, the moſt conſiderable was a 
bequeſt of one thouſand pounds to Roſella, 
commonly called Montreſor. 


« Commonly called Montreſor!” repeated 
PR ofella internally: © that is a miſtake, for 
Jam moſt commonly called Roſella.“ She 
was extremely delighted when the conclu- 
ſion of this buſineſs liberated. her friend from 
a ſcene which had appeared to agitate her 
confiderably, Mr. Mordaunt too, had 
ſeemed much chagrined, ſhe thought, and 
had put on a moſt tremendous frown during 
the latter part of the reading : nor could 
ſhe avoid obſerving, that even Mr. Povey, 
who had accompanied Mr. Ellinger as his 
aid-du-camp, on pronouncing her name, 
given with ſuch legal gravity, looked up 
with an inquiſitive leer, heſitated, half 
ſimpered, then recollecting himſelf, hem- 
med, and proceeded with a repetition of the 


words © Roſella, commonly called Mon- 


treſor. 
vol. 1. VCCV Miſs 
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Miſs Beauclerc had an immediate con- 
ference with Mr. Mordaunt in her dreſſing- 
room, and Roſella retired to her own apart- 
ment, repeating, as ſhe threw herſelf into 
a chair, commonly called Montreſor!“ 
The more this form ſtruck her imagination, 


the more ſtrange it appeared; but at length 


ſhe remembered to have ſeen the words 
applied to others, yet without recollecting 
on what occaſion, and ſuppoſed they were 
uſed by formal people, either to expreſs con- 


tempt or reſpect, ſhe could not exactly 


define which, nor did ſhe ten minutes after 
much with to diſcover. 


The tete- d- tete of Miſs Beauclerc and her 
old friend was long, and Roſella obſerved 


that when ſhe rejoined her, the had been in 


tears; but her carefles and expreſſions of 


aftcction were uncommonly tender, and the 
returning fondneſs of her child ſoothed her 
affliction, which Roſella was careful not to 
renew, by preferring any queſtion which 

| would 
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would lead ker mind back to the circum- 


ſtance that had apparently excited it. 


When Mr. Mordaunt left Avelines, be: 
took leave of Roſella with a greater indica- 


tion of friendſhip and regard than he had 
ever yet ſhown her; but his conduct to 
Miſs Beauclerc was cold and ceremonious, 
and created ſuch a reſtraint in every one, 
that his abſence was a relief to her ſpirits. 


Mrs. Ellinger obeyed the ſummons of 


her correſpondent two days after the funeral, 


and their long and private converſations 
ſoon removed the chagrin that had taken 
poſſeſſion of Miſs Beauclerc from the period 
of the examination of the will. Fond as 
ſhe was of Roſella, and delighted as Mrs. 
Ellinger ſtill continued to be, to admire 
with prognoſticating gaze the daily im- 


proving charms of the child of ſentiment, 


this darling girl was invariably excluded 
from their confidential tetes-a-tetes, which 
in leſs that a: Weck, began to'encroach upon 
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more than half the time of Roſella's indul- 


gent friend. She was therefore compelled | 


to amuſe herſelf as well as ſhe could with- 


out a companion, excepting Flirt, and ſhe 


hourly regretted the Joſs of her harp, which 
Miſs Beauclerc had not replaced by any 


other. Roſella was too delicate to hint a 


wiſh, that might appear to force the further 


liberality of one to whom ſhe had already 
luch infinite obligations; and ſhe was per- 


fectly convinced that it would be a very 
uſeleſs effort to apply to Mr. Ellinger for 


an expenſive ſuperfluity. 


Her piano-forte, and very long rambles 
with Flirt, who was her chaperone and play- 


fellow, became her principal reſources 


againſt enuui. The anger and regret which 
a ſight of the hermitage always occaſioned, 


prevented her from repoſing herſelf there 


after a walk round the grounds, and ſhe 
Preferred being half-baked under an autum- 
nal ſun, in a ſmall tub ſummer-houle at the 


other extremity of the lawg, where ſhe 
cContrived 


%, 
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contrived to make room for Mr. Flirt, 
who lay very lovingly at her feet, panting 


with heat, and not able to comprehend why 


he was forbidden to enter the ſhades of the 


proſcribed retreat. 

One morning however, when the corre- 
ſpondents had withdrawn after breakfaſt, and 
taken with them from the library, a volu- 
minous * Tour through Great Britain,” 


Roſella ſat down to her inſtrument, the 
ſounds of which could be diſtinguiſhed in 


Miſs Beauclerc's dreſſing- room. 


Charming creature !” exclaimed Mrs. 
Ellinger with enthuſiaſm, * what a delight- 
ful finger—what a heavenly voice!“ 


My dear Selina,” ſaid Miſs Beauclerc, 


« do you really think ſhe excels? To me I 


mult confeſs ſhe appears to ſing enchant- 


ingly.” 1 
« And then,” cried Mrs. Selina, „her 


figure! her hair! her eyes! her complexion! 


her hands!“ 
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« I muſt own, interrupted the enrape 
tured mother, I think the is beautiful.” 

Beautiful!“ {creamed the gentle Mrs, 
Ellinger in the accents of an inſpired 
prieſteſs of Delphos, “ ſhe muſt be angelic, 
ſince even that old hottentot Mordaunt 
ſays ſhe is lovely.“ ; 


Poor Miſs. Beauclerc burſt into tears of 
delight, and preſſed the hand of the pane» 
gyriſt, whoſe eulogiums and epithets were 
ſtill flowing with unebbing fulneſs, when 
they were ſuddenly interrupted by founds 
which ſeemed to reſemble the chords of e A 
harp ſtruck in haſte, 


te What can this mean?“ exclaimed 
Miſs Beauclerc; and the expreſſion being 
echoed by her companion, they both hurried 
to the apartment from whence theſe unex- 
pected ſounds proceeded, where they diſ- 
covered Roſella almoſt dancing with ecſtacy 
round a ſuperb harp, and ſo much occupied 
with 
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with her admiration, that ſhe did not 
immediately obſerve their entrance. 


« From whence did this come ?” aſked 
Mrs. Ellinger, caſting an expreſhve look at 
her friend. | 


Oh my too indulgent Miſs Beauclerc,” 
cticd Roleila, not attending to the queſtion, 
% how kind you are! I am ſure this muſt 
have been very expenſfive—I am afraid it 
coſt too much money, added ſhe, recol- 
lecting the admonition of Mr. Beauclerc. 

“ Not of mine, returned her friend, 
repaying with intereſt the meaning ſmile of 
her Selina, „] aſſure you I have nothing; to 
do with the affair.“ | 


Simpſon was immediately ſummoned : 
but to the numerous interrogat ions he re- 
ceived, he could only anſwer that a man 


brought the inftrument in a caravan to the 


ſtable-yard door, and merely ſaying he had 
brought the young lady's harp home, made 
K 4 the 
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the coachman help him out with it, and 
went off without another word. The ſimper We 
on Mrs. Ellinger's countenance almoſt be 
degenerated into a grin at this recital, _ an 
and Miſs Beauclerc was as much delighted ve! 
as when poor Raymond had firſt ſlipped a be 
billet-doux into her hand, after her father M 
Had rejected his overtures; whilſt Roſella, An 
far from crediting her diſclaiming ſpeech, far 
imagined that ſhe had thus conducted this inc 
pleaſing circumſtance to increaſe her ſatis- he 
faction by ſurpriſe, and alternately careſſed wh 
Miſs Beauclerc and the newlv-recovered ANC 
treaſure, until Selina, no longer able to con- the 
*tain her annotations, drew her friend back to ref 
her dreſſing- room, that they might freely anc 
congratulate each other upon this indubi- tell 
table proof of the attachment of Lord Mor- i100 
Th | teyne ; for they could not entertain a doubt | 
but that he was the author of this gallantry, - Sf 
24 and it had a conſiderable effect upon the po 
plans they were laying down with ſuch eager cles 
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Whatever theſe plans were However, it 
was agreed that they could not be effected 
before the ſpring was tolerably advanced ;. 
and the invention of the two ladies was now 
very worthily employed” in finding out the- 
beſt method of paſſing the intervening time. 
Miſs Beauclerc, on inſpecting her inherit- 
ance, found herſelf poſſeſſed of an income 
far exceeding her utmoſt expectations: 
independent of the eſtates of her father, 
he had amaſſed a large ſum of money, 
which he had laid out to great advantage, 
and had purchaſed not only Avelines, but 
the houſe in town. Mr. Mordaunt never 
refuſed his advice to the mother of Roſella, 
and ſhe found Mr. Ellinger a man of pro- 
feſſional integrity; ſo that her affairs were 
ſoon ſettled to her ſatisfaction. 


No longer ſhackled in her views, ſhe be- 
poke, by the recommendation of Selina, an 
elegant open carriage, and hired another 
tor uſe whilſt it was build) ng. It was drawn 


by a beautiful Pair & of foreſters, and Roſella 
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received inſtructions from the coachman,, 
that ſhe might become an expert charioteer. 
Miſs Beauclerc likewiſe ſent her twice a 
week to a riding-ſchool, to learn to fit a 


horſe with grace, and a very fine one was 


purchaſed for her at an extravagant price. 


All theſe unlooked- for indulgences in- 


toxicated the young mind of Roſella with 


a happineſs never before experienced. She 


laughed, danced, ſung, careſſed Miſs Beau- 


clerc, and thought Mrs. Ellinger more 
agreeable in this viſit to Avelines, than ſhe 
could ever remember her to have been 
before. The keen delight attending theſe 
new occupations had not much abated, when 
her attention was ſtill further amuſed, by 


learning. that her kind friend had bought 
fome meadow-land adjoining the grounds, 


which were to be beautified and enlarged. 
Nothing could now be done without a 
landſcape gardener. R—— was ſent for, 


plans were made, and Roſella ſuffered to 


have a voice in rejecting or accepting them. 
It 
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It was diſcovered that the houſe muſt 
undergo a complete alteration, and that a 
library and greenhouſe muſt open on to the 
lawn—that is, a lady's library and a lady's 
greenhouſe. Under the ſhade of ſome fine 
cheſnut-trees a fanciful dairy was to be 
erected in the form of a bungalo. Roſella 
was already conſtituted dairy-maid in chief, 
and an expenſive dairy-fet Mas beſpoke 
at Wedgewpod's. | 


What a variety of charming amuſements 
all in ſucceſſion! Poor Flirt, though ſtill 
extremely cheriſhed, was rivalled by the 
long-tailed foreſters, whoſe wavy manes 
wantoned in the wind like the careleſs treſſes 


of their ſmiling miſtreſs, and who, flattered 


by the advances ſhe had made to win their 
friendſhip, willingly obeyed the fair hand 


which ſo often patted encouragement and 


approbation. 


At length Mrs. Ellinger, eager that- 
Roſella ſhould exhibit her new acquirement, 
© 4 truſted 
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truſted herſelf to her {kill and the docility of 


the ponies ; and as ſhe directed which way 


they ſhould take, they drove of courſe, 
immediately paſt the houſe of Lord Mor- 


teyne, near which the public road happened 
to ſweep. The mourning of the ſervant, 
and the black dreſs of the young lady, Mrs. 
Ellinger concluded would ſufficiently indi- 
cate who they were, and ſhe expected to 
ſee the ſighing ſwain dart from behind ſome 
ſpreading oak to catch a paſſing glance of 
his lovely miſtreſs : nay, ſhe almoſt wiſhed 
the horſes to take fright (a little) or the 
carriage to overturn (gently) that an acci- 
dent ſo opportune might create heroic ſer- 
vices, an oblieation of eternal gratitude in 


return for them, and all thoſe tender ſenti- 


ments which a charming heroine and a 
handſome hero muſt experience from ſuch 
a touching adventure, 1-2! 


They had almoſt quitted Lord Mor- 
teyne's demeſnes however, without en— 


countering him, and Mrs. Ellinger had 


nearly 
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nearly given up the hope of beholding the 
paſſionate lover, when at an angle in the 
road they met a jaunting car, filled with a 
very lively party, ſome of whom were leap- 
ing from the machine, and on to it again, as 
it rolled forward: and, Oh degeneracy of the 
age! the man, who ought to have employed 
his ſolitary moments in wafting innumerable 
fighs to the broad-faced moon, was con- 
ducting this care-killing party, and joining 
in their nurth ! 


The road happened to be narrow where 
the carriages met, and Lord Morteyne very 
politely drew up his horſe, to give Roſella 
more room, who feeling the timidity of 
inexperience, checked her foreſters, and gave 
the whole party an opportunity of ſurveying - 
her as ſhe ſlowly paſſed. Mrs. Ellinger was 
all obſervation, all ear, but ſhe was not fo 
much occupied as to forget to act a diſtin- 
guiſhed part in the ſcene: not content wit 
performing the intereſting matron, ſhe un- 
dertook to perſonate likewiſe the woman 
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of diſtin&tion, and made herſelf ſo extremely 
conſpicuous in both characters, that it was 
impoſſible ſhe could be overlooked. 


The oppoſite groupe were divided into 
two parties of gazers; the men cnticized 
Roſella, and the women amuſed themſelves 
with the airs of her companion, whoſe grow- 
ing indignation was rather qualified by 
obierving ſome expreſſive glances of appro- 
bation caſt towards the heroine, 


Lady Lucy, who was in the car, bowed 
to Roſella with her uſual complacency ; and 
ſhe feeling gratified and happy by this mark 
of recognition, returned the compliment 
with a cheek dimpled over with ſmiles. 


When the enemy were out of fight, 
« Miſs,” ſaid the coachman, with an air 
of chagrin, you mought have paſſed that 
queer thing without pulling up; there was 
a foot or two to ſpare I know.” 


« Yes, 
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„ Yes, John,” replied Roſella, © but I 
was afraid.” | 

« No,” thought Mrs. Ellinger, triumph- 
antly, „no, my amiable Roſella, it was 
not fear you experienced, it was ſentiment ; 
and ſhortly your infant paſſion will develope 
itſelf to your conviction!“ 


The infant paſſion was however yet ſo 
extremely in embryc, that Roſella was not 
at all conſcious of it; but <onverſed with 
her uſual freedom and gaiety for the re- 
mainder of the ride, only recurring to the 
adventitious meeting, by expreſſing a warm 
admiration of Lady Lucy Eſtcourt. 


« Eſtcourt!“ repeated Mrs. Ellinger: 
« humph—drive home, my dear; I have 
recollected ſomething which I wiſh to 
communicate to your friend immediately.” 


Roſella, accuſtomed to this lady's ſingu- 
lar mode of ſpeaking, paid no attention to 
her exclamation, but complied with her 
requeſt, 
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requeſt, Miſs Beauclerc had been really 


anxious for their return, as it was the firſt 


time Roſella had diſplayed her new acquire- | 


ment on the public road; ſhe trembled left 
they had met with an accident, and was 
looking out for them when they ſtopped at 
the door. ; 


«© Don't come down,” cried Mrs. Ellin- 


ger eagerly; © I wiſh to ſpeak with you in 
your dreſſing- room.“ 


Miſs Beauclerc ſmiled, and caſt a glance 
of ſatisfied approbation at the unconſcious 
object of all this myſterious {olicitude. 


\ 


' 


ROSELLA. 209 


CIHAF. IX; 


A heroine traveſiy==and a herome unhorſed, 


Tu workmen ſoon began their opera- 
tions both on the houſe and grounds; and 
Roſella finding herſelf extremely intereſted 
in their progreſs, was ſoon 2 portée to act as 
overſeer and directreſs. When the Itera- 
tions began to be apparent, the curioſity of 
the people in the neighbourhood, induced 
them to viſit as much of the Place as was 
open to their inſpection; and at length, a 
billet was given to Miſs Beauclerc from 
Lady Lucy Eſtcourt, requeſting permiſſion 

to 


ſitory, with Mr. Povey's % little creature 
| os 
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to ball over the improvements with three 


or r four fr lends. 


An aſſent was immediately returned, and 
Roſella deſired to pay attention to Lady 
Lucy's party—a mandate which ſhe readily 
promited to obey. That day however, and 
two more paſſed over, and not a creature 


from the houſe of Lord Mortcyne availed 
themſelves of the circumſtance, to improve 


their growing flames with a nearer view of 
the object that inſpired them. The gentle 
Selina then became very impatient, and 
even rather indignant, that Lord Morteyne 
himſelf ſhould miſs fo fair an opportunity 
for an impromptu declaration of everlaſting 
tenderneſs and attachment ; and even Miſs 


Beau rc began to fear that ſhe had, in 


marking down this conqueſt, paid too high 


a compliment to the'charms of her beloved 


girl; whilſt Roſella herſelf, having expect- 
ed with ſome eagerneſs the promiſed moment 
of renewing an intercourſe, however tran- 


Te 


in 


= ſuperintendent of the works, with her accuſ- 
tomed ardor. | 


her: aznail in an old plank had caught her 


ha! ha! into the newly-purchaſed meadow - 
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in the ⁊corld, forgot her diſappointment on 
the third day, and purſued her office of 


The wind was high, and beſides diſorder- 
ing her hair, had wafted her hat into-the 
urn of the river god which was flowing near 


muſlin, dreſs, and having rent it the whole 
length of the ſkirt, retained a large frag- 
ment of it, which waved like a banneret to 
and fro in the air, and the reſt trailed after 
her in ſullen ſtate; and to conclude with 
her difaſters;: ſhe had, in jumping from a 


land, popped one of her feet into ſome 
black mud, which had communicate from 
her ſhoe to her petticoats, and extremely 
diſcolored them: but unmindful of ſuch 
trifles, Roſella continued to amuſe herſelf; 
and was helping a little boy belonging to 
one of the workmen, to wheel ſome loom. 
in a hand- barrow, when ſhe was ſuddenly 

; overtaken, 
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overtaken, and moſt unexpectedly, by Lady 
Lucy and her three or four friends, amount- 
ing to nearly a dozen, including her two 


| brothers, Lord Morteyne and Mr. Povey's 


ci devant friend Cyril Eſtcourt. 


Roſella haſtily quitted her occupation, 
and the blood flew to her checks, as {he 
ſurveyed with a momentary glance the dif- 


order of her adjuſtment. . Lady Lucy ſeemed - 


fearfu] of diſtreſſing her by ſubjecting her 
to the regards of her companions, and with 
a courteſy was paſſing on, when the follow- 
ing disjointed phraſes caught the ear of 
Roſella from the train that followed her. 


& A confounded handſome ENG 


Jordan might take a leſſon here—deviliſh | 


pity—a fine girl, faith—ruſtic you muſt 
- ©wn—yes. yes—a belle ſauvage.” Accom- 
panied by an aſſortment of ſhrugs and 
grimaces to denote contempt, compaſſion, 
or © faint admiration, 
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Her pride was piqued, and her reſent- 
ment rouſed by ſuch a ſtring of comments, 
uttered juſt loud enough for her to catch 
the ſenſe of each phraſe. Hoyden! ruſtic! 
favage! repeated ſhe indignantly, as ſhe 
ſurveyed herſelf once more. The ſituation 
in which ſhe had been diſcovered then 
recurring to her, and the accidents which 
had diſcredited her toilet, all catching her 


eye, made her almoſt admit the juſtice of 


the remarks ; and forgetting the inſolent 


affectation of ſuperiority which had dictated 


the utterance of them in her hearing, ſhe 


advanced to Lady Lucy, and apologizing 


for the diſhahille to Which her morning's 


ramble had reduced her, offered, with 
returning good humour, to point out the 
improvements and alterations which had not 
yet been made apparent. 


The overture was received with polite- 
nets, and accepted with acknowledgments 
by the amiable Lady Lucy and be elder 
brother: but Mr. Eſtcourt and another 


young 


- - 
2 —y- 


214 ROSE LL A. 


young man of faſhion choſe to amuſe a |] 0 
very bold- looking, deeply-rouged, middle- . 24. 
aged woman, of apparently high preten- E 

a ſions, who was leaning familiarly upon an ff 
arm of each, by half-whiſpered witticiſms in 

and obſervations upon their fair conductreſs, { 
which obtained peals of Jaughter from all N 
Who walked within fix paces of them. m 


Roſella, conſoled by the ſolicitous atten- 


tion of Lady Lucy, endured this polite per- fo 
ſecution with tolerable fortitude, till hear- re 
ing the name of Miſs Beauclerc mentioned th 
in accents ſhe diſapproved, ſhe liſtened more th 
attentively to the diſtinguiſhed hoaxers who ti 
were ſo obligingly honoring her with their ex 
deriſion, and hearing her beſt friend not Li 
very ceremoniouſly treated, the turned to - 
the party, and with ſome vivacity ex- ha 
claimed fel 
de 

I am indeed ruſtic enough to imagine ne: 
that ſuch converſation as I have this mo- he: 
ment heard, would haye been more proper ha; 


1 


TV 
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on the other fide of Miſs Beauclerc's gates: 
and beſides, Sir,” added ſhe, addreſſing Mr. 
Eſtcourt, and gathering reſentment as ſhe 
ſpoke, you would diſplay your judgment 
1n returning to your firſt ſubject, for I am 
ſurely a much greater object of ridicule than 
Miſs Beauclerc, who 1s one of the beſt and 
moſt amiable of women.” 


The whole party pauſed at this unlooked- 
for warmth ; the principal offender made no 
reply, and Roſella immediately repenting 
that ſhe had given way to the impulſe of 
the moment, had the additional mortifica- 
tion of obſerving that Lady Lucy appeared 
exceedingly chagrined at what had paſſed. 
Lord Morteyne too, who had no ſhare in 


the offence, ſeemed hurt, and Roſella would 


have given the moſt cheriſhed of her poſ- 
ſeſſions to have recalled her words. She 
determined to endure any further imperti- 
nence the witty groupe choſe to inflict upon 
her, rather than increaſe the vexation, per- 


haps too the ſecret cenſure, of Lady Lucy, 
5 _ 
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and reſumed the office ſhe had taken upon 
herſelf, with redoubled alacrity, reſolutely 
endeavoring to ſhut her ears againſt the tit- 
ters, hints, and innuendos which ſtill eſcaped 
from the well-bred ſet, who choſe to regard 
her 1n the firſt place as a dependant, and 
ſecondly as a child, in .compliment to a 
woman of high rank who was preſent, and 
with well-founded claims to admiration- 
from perſonal beauty, was actually wavering 
whether ſhe ſhould or ſhould not forward a 
match in agitation for her favorite grand- 
daughter, by diſcloſing to her the ingre- 
dients of a pomade known only to her- 
ſelf, which poſſeſſed, ſhe was fully perſuaded, 
the moſt ſovereign efficacy in heightening 
the charms of a youthful complexion, and 
in preſerving a lovelineſs of a riper date. 
This never-fading flower, this American 
aloe, had laughed exceedingly at the pert- 
neſs, of the filly girl, who preſumed to com- 
ment upon the converſation of people of 
faſhion, and daſhed any riſing fame the 
unadorned beauty of Roſclla might have 
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attained, by remarking with a careleſs air, 
that ſhe was juſt ſuch a pretty unformed 
thing as Lady Agatha's femme de chambre, 


and much rc{embled her. 


« Does Miſs Beauclerc,” aſked Lord 
Morteyne, to divert the attention of Roſello, 
remain much longer at Avelines ?” 

« All the winter, I believe, my Lord,” 
replied ſhe. 

*© And do you ſtay here all the winter?“ 
_ Lady Lucy, in a voice of kindneſs. 

Oh I hope fo!” returned Roſella, I 
5 I ſhall be with my good and kind 
friend.“ 


Lady Lucy ſmiled, but without any trait 
of irony or diſdain, and her brother ſmiled 
with the ſame expreſiion, 

They had now nearly reached a [wings 
gate that opened to the road, and Lady 
Lucy making towards it, thanked her fair 
conductreſs with great ſweetneſs, and Lord 
Morteyne made his acknowledgments with 
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an air of being really obliged. Roſella had 
ſo far recovered her uſual ſpirits and viva- 
city, as to receive unmoved the half nods, 
half courteſies of ſome of the party as they 
quitted the grounds, and the intended mor- 
tification of being wholly and diſdainfully 
overlooked by the reſt. More pleaſed with 
the notice of Lady Lucy, than chagrined 
by the impertinence of her aſſociates, ſhe 
ran to the houſe, and flying up ſtairs to the 
dreſſing- room of Miſs Beauclerc, haſtily 
informed her to whom ſhe had been doing 
the honors of Avelines. 


Her friend furveyed her figure with ſur- 
priſe and conſternation, and Mrs. Ellinger, 
who was prelent, eagerly exclaimed 


« Good heavens, Roſella! by what acci- 


dent could you poſſibly have become this 


object?“ 


Roſella had almoſt forgotten the ſtate 
ſhe was in, but thus reminded, ſhe recount- 


ed 


- 
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ed the miſadventures of the morning, and 


extended the narrative to the little bruſquerie 


with which ſhe had retorted the rudeneſs 
ſhe had experienced. The gentle Selina 
looked extremely diſconcerted at the hiſtory 
ſhe imparted, and ſome glances were inter- 
changed between her and the myſterious 
widow, expreſſive of exceſſive vexation ; 
for in fact it was rather uncouth that a 


beautiful and intereſting young heroine 


ould be ſurpriſed by a tender and dil- 


.onfolate lover, whilſt ſhe was wheeling a 


barrow of loom, in petticoats fringed with 


black mud, and a robe whoſe fractured 


drapery embraced the wanton pinions of 


every zephyr that fluttered by. Nor had 
they, in the courſe of their extenſive read- 
ing, met with one inſtance of an inſulted 
charmer ever noticing the moſt outrageous 
obloquy or taunt that envy, pride, and 
malice could inflict, except by diſtilling 
from her dark and fringed eyes a ſhower 
of pearly drops upon her pale and penſive 


cheek. 
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Vet however ſhocked Miſs. Beauclerc 


might be at the indecorum of Roſella, ſhe 
was too fond of her to ſuffer a harſh re- 
Primand to eſcape her lips; and though 
Mrs. Ellinger might long to read her a 
lecture upon the drooping loves and patient 
graces, ſhe was obliged by her example to 
confine herſelf to an entreaty that Roſella 
would in future pay proper attention to 
her exterior. She was then diſmiſſed by 
the ladies to repair her toilet, and they 
entered into a long and very intereſting 
converſation concerning the expediency of 
her continuing the character of a lively and 


thougbtleſs, bat very captivating girl, or 
whether the more ſubduing, though beaten 


track of penſive dignity ſhould be recom- 
mended and enforced ? They had been 
ſome time debating whether Lord Mor- 
teyne would prove the boifterous, unprin— 
cipled, daring, difliked, yet perſevering lover, 
who was deſtined to traduce her, torment 
her, carry her off, and marry her, in ſpite 
either of inclination, law, golpel, or the 
favored 


10 
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favored ſwain; or whether the ſequel would 


prove him the favored ſwain himſelf, who 


would reſpect her, venerate her, truſt her, 

onfide in her, ſigh for her, and die for her, 
in 3 of the moſt intricate, threaten- 
ing, myſterious, black, and unpropitious 
appearances. The account, given by Roſella 
of his conduct that morning, determined 
the point in his favor; he was to be the 
perfect and happy lover, and they now put 
in practice two or three expedients, to 
diſcover if he, or any one of his family, 
poſſeſſed any tumble-down caſtle either in 


the north of England, in Wales, Scotland 


or Ireland. 


In a ſhort time Roſella was Pronounced 
a good horſewoman : a very beautiful ani- 
mal had been bought for her uſe, and Miſs 


Beauclerc having two or three times feaſted 


her eyes, and fed her hopes, with a view 
of this beloved girl in her equeſtrian cha- 
racter, and being convinced of the gentle- 


nels of her horſe, ſent her forth, attended 
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only by a groom lad, really and literally in 


ſearch of adventures. Uncertain of her 
powers, and though delighted, a little ap- 


Prehenſive at being thus left to her own 
guidance, Roſella, for the firſt day or two, 


confined her rides to the neighbouring 


common ; and then gathering courage, ſhe 


extended them by degrees, till ſhe was 


tolerably well acquainted with the country 


for ten miles round. Every time ſhe return- 
ed home, and haſtily diſmounting, ran to 


embrace her indulgent friend, the accuſ- 


tomed queſtion of Who did you ſee ?”? 
was generally anſwered by © Nobody I 


knew; and the two matrons growing impa- 


tient, as they very reaſonably might, at this 
chaſm in adventures, it almoſt occurred 


to them that the figure of Roſella, and the 


figure of her horſe, though they were both 
admirable, muſt by this time be pretty 


well known, and by ceaſing to excite curio- 
fity, ceaſe to excite any vivid admiration. 
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Mr. Ellinger, en attendant, began to think 
that his wife had given up quite enough of 
her time for the conſolation and comfort of 
her fanciful friend, and had written to re- 
quire her return home, ſetting forth in 
forcible terms the inconveniences of her 


abſence; amongſt which the more promi- 


nent were, the impudence and lazineſs of 
Molly, their cook, who ſpoiled the dinner 
regularly every day ; the diſappearance of 
ſeveral of his ſhirts ; the deplorable ſtate of 
his daughter, who walked about the houſe 
ſlipſhod, and had not a whole frock to her 
back; and, lafly, the filthy condition of 
his manſion, where it was impoſſible to move 
without diſturbing a buſhel of duſt, and 
bruſhing down a dozen cobwebs at every 


ſtep. 


Miſs Beauclerc found it too difficult how- 
ever, to part with her confidante and ad- 
viſer; ſhirts, frocks, and ſhoes were procured 
at ready-made warehouſes at her expence, 
and ſent to Mr. Ellinger to qualify his im- 
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Wt patience for the return of his refined Lady, | 1 
oh who accompanied her dear Sophia to town, W 
* and aſſiſted her in chuſing a very handſome 5 
Wt piece of plate, as a ſop to her growling ” 
0 Cerberus. The friends then ventured to his 
* den, and pre! ſenting their offering, received 5 
1 9 79 a ſullen permiſſion that Mrs. Ellinger might FE? 
Za 4 reviſit Avelines for another month: and 3 
45 this amiable miſtreſs of an amiable family, by 
1 having corrected her deſerted daughter, 5 
142 lectured her fon, and ſufficiently ſtormed at = 
her ſervants, returned with a light heart to Fs 
the reſidence of taſte, ſeptiment, friendſhip, 8 
and Sophia. 2 
ho! 
Roſella, who had not been of the excur- * 
ſion, becauſe ſhe did not wilh it, ſaw her 5 
re- appear without pleaſure, and only en- 8 
deavored to ſee it without pain; for ſhe EF: 
could not reconcile her judgment to the FE: 
affected manners of Mrs. Ellinger, or ſubdue js. 
ſomething like contempt and diſlike which 
her abſurd language and ridiculous deport- 1 
ar, 
ment often created, and for which Roſella of 


in variably 
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invariably condemned, herſelf, becauſe ſhe: 


believed her to be * and to poſſeſs a 
good heart. 


Mils Beauclerc, delighted to have carried 
her point with Mr. Ellinger, continued to 
trace with her invaluable Selina, her ſum- 
mer tour, and project each day different 


adventures for Roſella in the courſe of it, 


who in compliance with their injunctions 
and her own inclinations, continued her 


daily rides; and {till the ſame queſtiongand 


the ſame anſwer, were duly repeated, till 
one aulpicious morning ſhe mounted her 
horſe in high ſpirits, and ſtill more animated 
by the fineneis of the weather, which was 


unuſually favorable for the ſeaſon, ſhe ex- 


tended her peregrination rather further than 


uſual, and was haſtening home, when the 


cry of hounds and the horn of the huntſ- 
man faluted the ear of the ſpirited ammal 
on which the was ſeated, who ſnuffed the 


air, and laying his cars cloſe to his head, ſet 


off without further notice, followed by the: 
; L 5 Hhorſe 
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horſe on which the groom was mounted, | 
and ſoon joined in the chace. ; 


Roſella, ſtartled at her want of power to 
reſtrain him, and terrified by the deafening 8 
yelping of the dogs, and the confuſed cries I 
and ſhouts of the almoſt frantic crew, c 
amongſt whom chance had thrown her, I 
trembled, and ſcarcely kept her ſeat, which 5 
was ſeveral times endangered by the flying - | 5 
leaps which her courſer choſe to take. At v 
length he thought proper to ford a brook d 
that immediately obſtructed his progreſs, {] 
=_ and about a dozen more horſes and riders -- 
plunging in at the ſame time, Roſella was v 
in a moment nearly as wet as though ſhe ( 
had been drawn through the ſtream. e: 


She was ſcarcely again landed on a fine m 
paſture, when her agitation of ſpirits over- Ve 
came her, her trembling hands refuſed to ni 
retain the bridle, and half fainting, ſhe fell 
to the earth, where ſtunned by the con- | 
cuſhon, ſhe lay inſenſible to the danger ſti 
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with which ſhe was ſurrounded from the 


impetuous animals who were behind her, 
and purſuing their courſe, ſucceſſively leaped 
over her whilſt ſhe was ſtretched upon the 
ground. One of the gentlemen of the 
hunt, either more compaſſionate, or more 
obſervant than others, threw himſelf from 
his horſe at a conſiderable hazard, and 
{ſcarcely waiting till the tumultuous crowd 
had gone by, flew to aid the luckleſs being 
who appeared ſtill unconſcious of the acci- 
dent that had befallen her. He ſaw that 
ſhe was „fair and young ;”” but her eyes 
were cloſed, her lips pale, and her features 
void of expreſſion, ſo that every perſon 
(Mrs. Ellinger excepted) might have well 
excuſed any deficiency of rapturous admi- 
ration at the brilliant charms of his inani- 
mate charge, whom he nevertheleſs endea- 
vored to reſtore to life with more huma- 
nity than ſucceſs. 


Diſtreſſed at the failure of his efforts, the 


ſtranger looked round for an aid-du- camp, 
L 8 and 
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and very opportunely diſcovered one in the 
perſon of a Jabourer, who was carrying a 
truſs of hay from a ſtack at a {mall diſtance, 
to a public-houſe by the road-fide. With 
the aſſiſtance of this man, Roſella was con- 
veyed to it; but before ſhe was lodged in 
the houſe, the ſtranger was accoſted by a 
perſon on horſeback, who enquired what had 
happened. = 


& Ah, my Lord, is it you?” returned 
he: © you have arrived very &-propos to 


aſſiſt me in a d—mned troubleſome charge 


J have been Quixote enough to undertake, 
This fallen Diana,” continued he, as he 


purſued his way, was diſmounted during 


our chace this morning, and I begin to fear 
ſhe is more ſeriouſly hurt than I had ima- 
gined.“ 


They had now gained the houſe, and the 
women belonging to it being called, Roſella 
was given to their care, and a ſurgeon ſent 
for by Lord Morteyne; for it was even him 
the 


8 34 Ht. 888 fda 


the ſtranger addreſſed, and he diſpatched 
his own ſervant upon the errand. 


When Roſclla had been placed upon the 
beſt bed the Adtellerie afforded, the gentle- 
men walked before the door of the houſe, 
impatient for the arrival of the medical per- 
ſon who would relieve them, they hoped, 
from an anxiety the moſt indifferent man 
muſt have experienced in the ſame ſitua- 
tion. 


e So this is the fair Syren whom Ainſlie 


raves about,“ ſaid the ſtranger, continuing 


a converſation which had begun in the 
houſe : © but who the devil 1s ſhe?“ 
An orphan, I am told,” rephed the 


other: © ſhe is allied to the family of old 
Beauclerc who is lately dead the people, 1 


mean, who live at Avelines.“ 
* Oh, aye the melancholy old maid Lady 
Lucy was ipeaking of.“ 


« Yes; this poor girl ſeems left to her 


management, and 1s ſuffered to ride about 
the 
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the country with no other protection than 
the attendance of a lad.” 

She appears to be a charming crea- 
ture.” 9 5 85 

« She is one of the lovelieſt young women 
I ever beheld : but like other wild flowers, 
might be vaſtly improved by cultivation, I 
believe.” | | 

I do not think ſo,” cried the gentle- 
man of the chace ; I ſhould prefer her 
freſh from her © native woodlands wild.” 

Then ſhe would at this moment exactly 
meet your taſte ; for no Arabian untamed 
filly ever icorned the whip and ſpur, as ſhe 
ſcorns the forms of decorum and etiquette 
uſually practiſed by girls of her age and 


ſituation in life.“ 


Lord Morteyne then proceeded to relate 
her appearance when ſhe was ſurpriſed by 
his ſiſter and her viſiters in the grounds at 
lies: And yet,” added he, © ſhe 
checked the criticiſms of Cyril with ſuch 
ſpirit, and after the little ebullition of 

reſentment, 
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reſentment, endured the ill- natured ſarcaſms 
of ſome, and the inceſſant tittering of 
others, with ſuch invincible patience and 
unaffected good- humour, that Lucy has 
become her firm champion, and will not 
ſuffer her to be cenſured or ridiculed in her 
preſence.“ 

The ſtranger laughed at the recital, and 
commended the urbanity of Lady Lucy, 
who was, he faid, a good creature, and 
unfit to live in this world of ſelfiſnneſs and 
uncharitableneſs. | 
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p | Long before the ſurgeon could arrive, 
Roſella recovered her recollection, and hear- - 
ing from the woman who attended her, what 
had been done by the gentlemen for her 

benefit, earneſtly declared that ſhe was not 
at all hurt, and infiſted upon riſing from 
her bed. The good people, who were not 
willing to give up ſo ſuddenly what they 
thought would turn out a profitable job, 
ran to inform Lord Morteyne and his com- 
panion, 
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panion, that the lady would have it ſhe was 


very well, and that ſhe would get up. 


* Oh, if that be the caſe,” cried the 
ſtranger, haſtily, I ſhall place her in your 
protection, my Lord, leave my congratula- 


tions for her ſafety, and be off: for faith, I 


left my famous new mare to her own diſ- 


cretion, and I begin to be uneafy leſt Miſs 


Jenny ſhould have taken as little care of 
herſelf as your fiſter's handſome favorite.” 


He then flow away without waiting the 


reply of Lord Morteyne, and the women 


aſked what was to be done. Roſella, how- 


ever, {pared them any further deliberation 
on the ſubject by making her appearance ; 
and ſhe no ſooner beheld whom they were 
addreſſing, than uttering an exclamation. 


of ſurpriſe 


= An, my Lord?” cried ſhe, © how 
much I am indebted to your charitable 
aſſiſtance! But Miſs Beauclerc muſt expreſs 


* 
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my acknowledgments. Will your Lordſhip 
add to the obligation, by informing me how 
I can return home, for I am very anxious 
that ſhe ſhould not be alarmed at my long 

abſence ?” 


After a ſhort converſation, he diſmiſſed 
the idea which the women had excited, by 
inſinuating that Roſella was light-headed ; 
and finding her rational, and apparently un- 
hurt, he ſent to the neareſt inn for a poſt- 
chaiſe. But the ſurgeon arriving in the 
interim, Roſella was obliged to ſuffer him 
to examine her pulſe, and with much en- 
treaty on her part, the ceremony of loſing 
blood, which he pronounced to be proper, 
was deferred till ſhe returned to Avelines. 

Lord Morteyne felt himſelf intereſted 
that ſo young and amiable a creature ſhould 
not loſe her life by neglecting this precau- 
tion, and determined to accompany her 
home, that he might enforce the opinion 
of the ſurgeon, which appeared reaſonable. 


He 
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He contrived to fee him without the know- 
ledge of Roſella, who was too eager for 
the arrival of the chaiſe, to remember that 
it was neceſſary to do ſo; and at length, to 
the great relief of her impatience, the meſ- 
ſenger who had been diſpatched, returned 
ſucceſsful. Before ſhe ſtepped into it, ſhe 
recollected that the people of the houſe 
ought to be rewarded for their attention, 


and left her purſe with thema liberality 


Lord Morteyne did not oppoſe. She then 
took her leave of him with a ſimple, yet 
earneſt expreſſion of gratitude, which how- 


ever he diſclaimed any title to, and the 
. chaiſe drove off; but it was ſtopped again 


in two minutes by his Lordſhip, who meant 
to have followed her on horſeback, until he 
diſcovered that the knight-crrant of Roſella 
had borrowed his ſteed, that he might 
purſue Mils Jenny with greater celerity. 


Lord Morteyne entreated that Miſs Mon- 
treſor would allow him a feat in the chaiſe, 
which was very readily complied with, and 

he 


11 


Ei 


t! 
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he had now leiſure to remove the error ſhe 
had been in, in imagining he had rendered 
her the fervice of conveying her to the 
place where ſhe had received aſſiſtance: 
though he could not perſuade her that ſhe 
did not owe him obligation for his generous 


He felt the intereſt he had already taken 
in her welfare increated by the artleſs energy 
of her gratitude, and was irreſiſtibly prompt- 
ed to hint, diſtantly indeed, and with great 
delicacy, at the impropriety of a lady fo 
young, and ſo engaging as Miſs-Montreſor, 
venturing ſo far from home without a 
chaperon or companion. 


| Roſella comprehended the full force of 
the rebuke, gentle though it was, and was 
thunderſtruck at the facility with which ſhe 

had been ſuffered to err. 


| « Is it poſſible,” thought ſhe, that 

| F Miſs Beauclerc ſhould not have been aware of 
> | this?“ i 
| Lord 
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Lord Morteyne ſaw her conſternation, 
and was, hurt to have occaſioned her fo | 
much mortification as it was evident ſhe. 
felt: it was impoſſible however to enlarge 
on the ſubject without increaſing her emo- 
tion, and he converſed upon indifferent and 
unimportant themes, till the chaiſe ſtopped 
at Avelines: but Roſella could not detach 
her mind from the ſlight and half- expreſſed 
cenſure he had betrayed, which rendered 
her ſilent and thoughtful, until he forced 
her attention by enquiring if ſhe would not 
wiſh the driver to take her to the back 
entrance, that iis Beauclerc might not be 
alarmed by ſceing her return in a carriage, 
before ſhe was aſſured that no material acct- 
dent had happened. 


Roſella thanked him for the caution, 
and aſſented. 


7 


Tou will pardon me,“ continued Lord 


Morteyne, © if I deſire a ſervant to inform 
Miſs Beauclerc that it has been ſtrongly 
recommended 
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recommended you ſhould have a vein 
opened as ſoon as poſſible; for I ſhould 
imagine I had very imperfectly performed 
the office my friend Oberne delegated to 
me, if I neglected to give her this intel- 


Ts 73 
ligence. 


She again thanked him, and aſked if he 
would not do her the honor to accompany 
her into the houſe : but he declined the 
invitation. 


Lord Morteyne's ſervant now opened the 
chaiſe- door, and old Simpſon, who happen- 
ed to be walking acroſs the ſtable- yard, 
haſtened to it in great ſurpriſe. To quiet 
the apprchenfions of the old man, Roſella 
briefly mentioned her diſaſter, and Lord 
Morteyne having twice repeated the in- 
junction of the ſurgeon, defired him par- 
ticularly not to fail communicating it to 
his Lady, and making bis bow to Roſella, 
ordered the poſtboy to drive on. 


After 
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After two or three moments of reflec- 
tion, ſhe turned in filence from the 
minute enquiries of Simpſon, and ran up 
ſtairs to the dreſſing-room of her friend, 
where ſhe was ſure to be found till din— 
ner time in cloſe conference with Mrs. 
Ellinger, ſurrounded by maps, tours, and 


roads, from the folio Atlas to the pocket 


volume. 


CHAP, 
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HAAR 


Rage for education a well- conducted file. 


cc You have been an unuſual long ride, 
my love, faid Miſs Beauclerc, as Roſella 
entered the room; © we have been uneaſy 
that you did not return ſooner.” 


Mrs. Ellinger confirmed the affertion as 
far as it related to her, by rehearſing the 
cruel anxiety ſhe had ſuffered; and Roſella, 
after a little preface, related as much of the 
miſadventure that had befallen her, as ſhe 
herſelf knew. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Beauclerc trembled at. the peril ſhe 


had been in; but the ladies interchanged 
very ſignificant regards when the much— 
admired hero appeared on the canvas ; and 
they conſidered his denial of being the for- 
tunate man who had reſcued the fair one 
from danger, as an ingenious device to ſpare 
her tender heart the weight of ſuch a load 
of gratitude, 


* 


But in giving the narrative, Roſella could 
not prevail upon herſelf to repeat the hint 
Lord Morteyne had let fall, of the impro— 
priety ſhe had ſo innocently been guilty 
of; becauſe it appeared to reflect either 
upon the judgment or the prudence of Miſs 


Beauclerc. 


Mrs. Ellinger's unnumbered queſtions 
were now interrupted by Simpſon, who 
having rehcarſed the adventures of the poſt- 
chaiſe in the houſekeeper's room, recol— 
jected the injunctions of the young Lord, 
and entered the apartment to fulfil them. 


6 | Mits 


OTE” 


baby ounſs fed fed dim as 


* 9 


— — 


ROSELLA. 241 


Miſs Beauclerc inſtantly caught the alarm; 
and !ancying her beloved child had received 
ſome dangerous contuſion, notwithſtanding 
her earneſt aſſertions to the contrary, ſent 
inſtantly to the family apothecary, and to 
the London phyſician, and inſiſted that ſhe 
ſhould immediately be put to bed. 


The abſent groom and his horſes, who 
12d not yet been heard of, were wholly for- 
gotten in the hurry that enſued, and every 
pleaſurable ſenſation which the intervention 
of Lord Morteyne had excited in the boſom 
of Miſs Beauclerc, vaniſhed in terror for the 
event, which might deprive her of all that 

12 


could, in her eyes, render life deſirable. Ro- 
ſella, who really felt ſtiff and indiſpoſed, 


4 


ſubmitted at length to the diſcipline and 


confinement preparing for her; and the next 
day, in ſpite of every precaution, ſne was 
diſcovered to have a violent cold, fore throat, 
and conliderable fever. The laſt fatal ill 
neſs of her father recurred to the recollec- 
tion of Miſs Beauclerc, who tprmented her- 
FOL;+ Io M {elf 
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ſelf by imagining that the. diſorder of his 
daughter was of the ſame nature, and would 
terminate as borribly. In vain did Mrs. 
Ellinger exhauſt her invention in prognoſti- 
cating future adventures and ſuture great- 
neſs; ſhe was not to be diverted from her 
fears but by ſome very intereſting intelli- 
gence the conſoling Selina accidentally pro- 
cured : this was no other, than that Lord 
Morteyne was actually at that moment con- 
fined to his bed by the ſame malady that 
had ſeized their dear fuffering Rolſella. 

ce What wonderſul ſympathy !” exclaim- 
ed Mrs. Ellinger, continuing her harangue, 
c what a ſtriking and myiterious ſimilarity 
ot deſtiny approaches theſe amiable, charm- 
ing, and well-matched young people to each 
other ! Is it not improbable, my dear friend, 
that fate ſhouid, after a ſeries of incidents 
ſo remarkable, fail to render them happy in 
cach other! Fut certainly we muſt prepare 


for many unfortunate and intricate adven- 


tures to delay their tender union, which truſt 


me,. 
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me, Sophia, we ſhall hve to congratulate 
each other upon.“ 

Miſs Bæauclerc viewed this ſublime effa- 
ſion in a prophetic light, and ſuffered hope 
and gladneſs once more to viſit her heart 
little ſuſpecting that this wonderful and 
myſterious ſympathy in the deſtinies of Lord 
Morteyne and Roſella, was occaſioned by 
the intolerable dampnets of the hack poſt- 
chaile, which having been out the day be- 
fore for ſeveral hours in a heavy rain, had 
Deen incapable of reſiſting the gravity of the 
torrent that penetrated into every part of 
it, and aſſiſted the ſhower-bath Roſella had 
received in the chace, to diſorder her, and, 
had been the only cauſe of the indiſpoſition 
of his Lordſhip, who had been dancing the 
whole of the preceding night, and having 
caken his hat off, that he might recline with 
greater eaſe, had rode twelve miles in this 
dangerous machine, in a very ſound ſleep. 
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The winter was conſiderably advanced 
before Roſella had wholly recovered the 
effect of this adventure, and her reſolution 


never more to venture upon the back oft 


her runaway ſteed, was not thought very 
range or myſterious even by Mrs. Ellin- 
ger. The animal had' been recovered by 
the groom, who returned home in latcty, 


and the important incident was ſettled 


when Roſella grew convaleſcent, by a very 
firenuous letter of thanks from Miſs Bzau- 
clerc to Lord N zorteyne and his anno 
friend, This Polibeſſe had been retorted by 


a note of enquiry concerning the fair inva- 


lid, which produced a ſecond on the part 
of Mats Beauclerc, truſting, hoping, and wiſh- 
ing that his Lordſhip himſelf was recovering, 
or would ſoon recover: and there the inter- 
courie ended, to the extreme aſtoniſhment 
and mortification of Mrs. Ellinger, who 
thought the man was either crazy, or had 
entanglcd himſelf in ſome unfortunate en- 
gagement, v hich now tortured his mind, 
and 
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and rived his heart: on this ſcore alone ſhe 
could forgive and pity him. 


Avelines had now almoſt loft its attrac- 
tions with the departure of the foliage and 
warm weather. Lord Morteyne had de- 
ſerted the neighbourhood, and Mrs. Ellin- 


ger could no longer be ſuffered to neglect 


her houſehold ; ſo that Miſs Beauclerc, leaving 
her improvements to the proper ſuperintend- 
ent, eſtabliſhed herſelf at her houſe in town. 
Her chariot was then ſent three or four 
times a week for the indulgent Selina, who 
quitted every thing to aſſiſt in perfecting 
the charming plan, which, amidſt innume- 
rable conſultations, had been ſæketched out, 
at Avelines; and in return for this proof 
of uncommon attachment, Mifs Beauclerc 
could not avoid ſending Roſella ſometimes 
to Chancery-Lane. As for herſelf, ſhe had 
originally difliked the manners and perſon 
of Mr. Ellinger, and by an extreme indul- 
gence of what ihe called natural antipathy, 
had now an unconquerable averſion to him, 

M3: in 


246 ROSELLA, 


in which the gentle Selina aſſuring her of 
her entire ſympathy, Miſs Beauclerc never 
_ troubled herſelf to ruffle her delicate fou} 
by enduring his ſocicty if ſhe could avoid 
it, and Roſella almoſt always made her 
viſits unaccompanied by ber friend. Thoſe 
which ſhe more aſhJduouily paid Mr. Mor- 
daunt, whom ſhe very ſincercly loved and 
reverenced, were ſcarcely leſs irkſome to 
ber, from the minute, teazing, and fretful 
diſpoſition of his ſiſter, who inſiſted with 
great perſeverance, that Roſella was moſt 
pitiably brought up, for that ſhe had no 
reaſon in her arguments, and no method 
ia her actions. 

« What is it that you diſapprove in 
her ?” aſked Mr. Mordaunt, rather angrily : 
in my opinion ſhe is a very good girl, and 
a very clever girl; but if you mean to 
lament that her genius was not put in a 
go-cart till it could never creep without 
one, I muſt afſert, my dear ſiſter, that 1 
think ſhe is benefited by the neglect. 1 
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am no friend to the fine ſyſtem of trying 


* 
5 


and condemaing without mercy the little 


indiſcretions and natural ebullitions of youth. 


I cannot endure to fee the mind of a young 


woman ſuſpended in the chains of grey- 
headed prudence and circumſpection, till 
like a gibetted criminal, there is nothing 
left to indicate chat the original figure was, 


but the tattered diſguſting ſkeleton which 


the bangman's accoutrements hold toge- 


1 
ther. 


Mrs. M:thwaid was much offended by 


this ſpeech, which ſhe thought an attack 


upon a ſubject, of all others ſhe could leaſt 
bear to have rudely handled. This lady 


having lately loſt her huſband, had taken 


up her reſidence with her brother, that ſhe 
might ſave the principal part of her in- 
come for the ute of a daughter, who had 
ſome years before married an expenſive man 
of ſome faſhion, chiefly it was ſuppoſed, 
for the pleaſure of ſeducing him from a 


matronly beauty, whoſe moſt devoted 
= - ciciſbeo 
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ciciibeo Mr. Crefly was; and to render the f 
eclat of the defection complete, the de- n 
terted dame was called the moſt intimate 1 
d 
P 


friend of Mrs. and Miſs Methwald. Mrs. 
Creſſy was idolized by her father; and againſt 


his judgment, he at length aſſented to the if 
match. The bride was furniſhed with | Ii 
jewels, and preſented ; but unluckily her 7 
fortune, which had been called immenſe, vi 
proved to be conſiderably leſs than Mr. b 
Creſſy had computed it at, and in reſent- t! 
ment for ſuch perfidy, he reſolved to run © 
through it as faſt as poſſible, that the old a 
man might ſee he was not to be fettered a 
and ſtinted with impunity. ; 
The education of the young lady, his th 
wife, had been conducted entirely under the | 1 
eye of Mrs. Methwald, who had indefati- 5 
gably collected every publication upon the 12 
« delightful taſk” of rearing © the tender 0 
thought, which had ever appeared; from a: 
the grand, minute, ſuperb, ſentimental, | GE 
overbearing, manceuvring lady of doubtful 1 
ET. — . lame, A 
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fame, Madame Gesel is, to the pretty, 
natural, eaſy, and inſtructive moral of Mrs. 
Trimmer. But all this could not ſuffice— 
Mrs. Methwald had determined to form a 
phoenix, and had alike devoured eſſays, 
ſermons, poſthumous advice, and poſthumous 
letters. The forrziter in re, and ſuauiter in 
modo, ſtruck her imagination as 2 maxim 
wonderfully ſublime and beautiful, and 
became the ground-work of the ſuperſtruc- 
ture ſhe wiſhed to raiſe. Unluckily how= 
ever, the object of her cares and hopes was 
a being of uncommon mould, alike without 


affections and without paſſions. The for 


titer in re with her conſiſted in feli-gratt- 


fcation, without regard to the feelings and 
the mortifications of others; and when the 


moſt diſplayed a cold-blooced ſuperciliouſ- 
neſs, void of thoſe little attentions and endear- 
ments which form the charm of domeſtic 
ſocietF, the unfortunate beings who were 
deſtined to be her companions, were moſt 
certain of beholding her broad white coun- 
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tenance puckered into ſimpers— this was 
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the ſuaviter in modo. She was like a ſtinted 
cucumber from an early hot-bed, which of 
its own nature retains only the coldneſs, / 
and taſtes only of the manure that reared K 
it: her perſon correſponded with her mind, 
and her complexion was ſo uniformly death- 
like and inanimate, that her huſband in 
reforming her toilet, inſiſted upon 1ntro- 


ducing the rouge-box. 


This lady Roſella met at the houſe of 
Mr. Mordaunt, who in compliment to 
his ſiſter, treated his wonderful mece with 


attention and politeneſs; yet on many 


occaſions ſhe had much offended and diſ- 
guited him, and did not eiface any unplea- 
fant impreſhon he might have received 
when he preſented to her his little friend, 


Miis Montreſor : Mrs. Creſſy imagined 


that her uncle intended to requeſt of her 
to introduce Roſella into her cirde of 
2cquaintance ; and to cruſh ſuch an expec- 
tation, ſhe received the introductory courteſy 
of Mr, Mordaunt's inſignificant prozegee 
| 6% 2 7 with 
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with a ſtiff inclination of the head, gazed 


at her attentively for half a minute, threw 
her eyes on the ground, cloſed them with 
a quick motion, and drawing her mouth 
into a half-prim, half: inſidious ſimper, 
abruptly turned to her mother, to enquire 
if the Demainbrys had lately called in 
upon her. | 


Mama, who diſcerned nothing in this 
but an agrecable air of faſhion, began a very 


minute anſwer to the queſtion ; and Mr. 


Mordaunt, who faw every thing in it which 
he did not wiſh to fee, would not urge 
Roſella on to the notice of others, but con- 
tented himſelf with marking the moſt bene- 
volent attentions to his young favorite dur- 
ing the remainder of her viſit—a circum- 
ſtance that provoked the indignation of 
both the ladies. 4 


The day after this pleaſant introduction, 


Roſella was to paſs with Mrs. Ellinger by 
Previous appointment, to commemorate the 


M 6 birth 
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birth of her daughter Livia, who was now 
ſo ſeldom in the ſociety of her former com- 
panion, that the rivalry and conſtitutional 
animoſity by which Roſella had two or three 
years ſince ſo much ſuffered, was now con- 
fined to the coarſe mockery with which ſhe 
ſpoke of her to a few favorite intimates, and 
to Betty the houſe-maid, who was her pria- 
cipal confidante. 


The evening of this auſpicious day was to 
be enlivened with a ball, to which the re- 
luctant conſent of Mr. Ellinger had been 
almoſt forcibly obtained: he inſiſted how- 
ever, that he would quit the houſe until it 
ſhould be again ſobered, that his brains 
might not be addled by the folly and uproar 
to which his family configned themſelves : 
and Mrs. Ellinger, as it may be imagined, 
readily aſſented to the preliminary. 


Roſella very unwillingly quitted the houſe 
of Miſs Beauclerc at two o'clock, becauſe 
it had been ſtipulated that ſhe ſhould go 


early. 
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early. The carriage ſet her down in Chan- 
cery-Lane, and was to be in waiting for 
her between twelve and one, when Mr. 


Ellinger brutally inſiſted that the feſtival. 


ſhould end. About two hours after he 
entrance, the dinner was announced, and 
it was diſcovered that Mr. Povey, who took 
his meals in the houſe, was ablent. Miſs 
Livia declared it was very hard he ſhould 
ſtay out ſo on her birth-day ; and obſerving 
that no one elſe appeared much chagrined 
at the circumſtance, ſhe was offended, and 
reſolved to be very ſulky till he returned. 
In vain did Roſella, by every little atten- 
tion in her power, endeavor to divert her 
ill- humour, which completely annulled the 
purpole of the Fete no Povey, no {miles ! 
Mrs. Ellinger was mortified at this public 
exhibition of the perverſeneſs of her daugh- 
ter, and her vexation was conſiderably in- 
creaſed by the unhappy plight of the dinner, 
which was meant to be iupeib, and was 
found not to be eatable. Ho unfortunate! 
Did any one ever hear of a ſpoiled dinner 
at 
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at a keroine's entertainment? Nol—eyen 


though the heaven-dropped food of an 


elegant diſtreſſed ſhould be cooked by an 
infirm old nurſe, or an ignorant cottage 
damſel at the foot of a ſequeſtered moun- 
tain, the meal is invariably exquiſitely neat 
and delicious, and the table always flows 
with milk and honey. 


Fate, unpropitious to the ſerenity of Mis 
Livia, had deſtined that Mr. Povey ſhould 
on that morning, whilſt in the act of con- 
veying ſome papers of importance to a 
lawyer who unfortunately lived within the 


atmoſphere of Bond-Street, meet Mr. Eſt- 


court and a knot of loungers, with moſt of 


whom he had been on terms of intimacy 71 


at Weſtminſter; and the conſequence was, 
a general reſolution to hoax the quill- driver, 
who was ſurrounded in a moment, and ſo 
much occupied in ſhaking hands with three 


or four ci- devant friends all at the ſame 


moment, that the green bag fell to the 
ground, and was inſtantly kicked into a 
kennel, 


| 
| 
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kennel, whilſt ſeveral open fiſts ſlapped his 


ſhoulders with energetic zeal, and the epi- 
thets of my good one, my fine fellow, &c. 
climaxed the ſalutation. 


After a few lurking ſcruples, which he 
did not dare avow, Povey, overcome by the 
unuſual and flattering condeſcenſion of Mr. 
Eſtcourt and his companions, - conſented to 
dine with them at an hotel; but recolle&- 
ing the conſequence of the commiſſion with 
which he had been entruſted, he had juſt 
enough ſtrength of mind to endure the 


raillery of the party, whilſt he raiſed from 
the pavement the badge of his deteſted . 


occupation, and carried the papers to the 


appointed place, accompanied by all his 


new aſſociates, who would not quit him. 


Povey, having thus relieved his mind from 
any anxiety that might have clogged his 
gaiety, inſtantly aſſumed the vacant, lollop- 
ing, ſtriding, unſteady gait of his compa- 
nions, leant on the arm of Mr. Eſtcourt, 
contrived to occupy the whole payement, 
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and elated with his unexpected good for- 
tune in being ſo delightfully noticed in 
ſpite of his degradation, compelled all the 
women he met to make a circuit into the 
carriage-way, and inſtantly. laughed aloud 
at ſome opportune ſally of wit. 


t was therefore little to be wondered at, 
that at nine in the evening Miſs Livia was 
ſtill in the ſullens; for Mr. Povey, who had 
ſo unaccountably abſented himſelf, had 
engaged her for the dance, and nobody 
could prevail upon her to forget the neg- 
lect, and take another partner. 


Roſella felt diſpirited and fatigued from 
the effect of her continued ill-humour, 
teazed by the riotous familiarity of young 
Ellinger, who was {ſwallowing all the wine 
he could ſeize from the ſervants, and tor- 
mented by the folly of his mother, who 
labored very hard to produce ſentimental 
ſituations and intereſting ſcenes from con- 

veriations 
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verſations and manners very oppoſite to 
general ideas of refinement. 


The ennui which now overpowered Ro- 
ſella, notwithſtanding her painful effôrts to 
ſeem lively and amuſed, by giving her an 
air of conſtraint and gravity that fat awk- 
wardly on her features, ſubjected her to the 
cenſures of the aſſembly for being proud 
and faſtidious; whilſt the ſuperiority of her 
appearance, and the attractions of her figure, 
excited the univerſal indignation of all the 
females who were preſent, and ſne became 
the object of perpetual whiſpers, tittering, 
and offenſive glances, which Mrs. Ellinger 
could not obſerve, becauſe ſhe was now 
extremely. buſy in urging forward the tardy 
refreſhments, oy much diminiſhed by 
the inceflant pilferings of Maſter William 


and his ſiſter, who, angry though ſhe was, 


{ull condeſcended to take rather more than 


her ſhare of the good things provided for 
her gueſts. The ſervants, teazed and goaded 


on either fide, watched the dexterous move- 
mnets 
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ments of the young gentleman; and Mrs. 


- 
1 


Betty, the Auperinden of the ſtores, 


catching him in the act of conveying away a 


baſket of ants: thumped bim without 
ſcruple or merc) 

likewiie ſtolen into the Back- room for ſome 
TT orion ? 1 . 
nefarious purpole, applauded the puniſh- 
mend. 


„That's right,” exclaimed ſhe; © he 
deſerves to be well beat for his greedineſs !”? 
Hold you your tongue,” retorted Betty, 

c you are as bad as be every bit: I'm 
{ure there isn't ſuch Another two among the 


whole company, big and little.“ 


e How croſs you are!” replied the 
young lady; © havn't I done all I can to 
help you ?” | 

« Help me, quotha ! let it alone and 
welcome,” cried the ſerving dame, raiſing 
her voice; © you've helped off ever fo 
many tumblers of orgitt, and I ſeed you 


carry away mylelf, a whole bottie of 


caterpillar,” 


« What 


Mails Livia, who had 
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What a ſtory!” exclaimed Miſs, in a 
tone equally exalted : © but I don't care 
I'll make William remember ſtealing the 
cakes however!“ 
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Unfortunately, William happened to grin 
at this threat; and he immediately received 
à glaſs of wine in his face from the hands of 
his virago ſiſter, and ſtruggling for breath, 
he roared out that his new waiſtcoat was 

ipoiled: the little remnant of patience 

which Mrs. Betty and her coadjutors had, 

by the favor of heaven, till then preſerved, 

entirely vaniſhed, and a moſt horrible uproar 

enſued, that ſoon awakened. the attention 

of Mrs. Ellinger and her gueſts. She flew 

| to learn the cauſe of ſo indecent an inter- 
ruption of the amuſements of the evening, 
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| and in her abſence from the bail-room, 

-. | ſome of the dancers, under pretence of 

wanting ſpace and freſh air, which indeed 

might very well have been the fact, opened 

q the door, and liſtened to the contending 
parties. 


t oY l Roſella 
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Roſella was ſhocked at the improper lan- 
guaze ſhe heard, and bluſhed both for the 
violent mother, and her delinquent children. 
She endeavored- to draw the attention of 


the liſteners from ſo diſgraceful a ſcene, but 


in vain : they enjoyed it too much to give 
up the delights of it without abſolute neceſ- 
ſity, and were ſoon further regaled by ano- 
ther, and full more outrageous riot of a 
diſferent kind, from below ſtairs. It ſeemed 
to approach by degrees, and Roſella eagerly 
liſtening, more from inquietude and terror 
than from curioſity, diſtinguiſhed ſcraps of 
Bacchanalian ſongs, roared out of tune and 
out of time; vollics of oaths half uttered, 
and convulſive peals of loud laughter, whilſt 
every other minute was ſignalized by a moſt 
uncommon lumbering noiſe, accompanied 
by ſhouts of exultation, outcries, and curſes. 


A pair of wretched violins, and an accom- 
panying tabor and pipe entirely worthy of 
them, which made up the orcheſtra tor the 


dancers, were huſhed by the {till more diſ- 
cordant 


1 
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cordant noiſes that overpowered all their 


efforts; and the whole aſſembly awaited in 


impatient trepidation, the unfolding of this 
myſeerious buſineſs. 


At length it was elucidated by the entrance 
of Mr. Povey, much intoxicated, ſupported 
by two young men in a ſituation very little 
better than his own, and followed by ſeveral 
others, who made a variety of ingenious 


efforts as they advanced, to preſerve the 


centre of gravity. The head of Mr. Povey 
was decorated with a counſellor's wig, put on 
in ſo cavalier a ſtyle, that one. of his eyes 
and half his face were concealed under it, 
and his perſon was decorated with a pleader's 
gown, not ſo well adjuſted as it might have 
been. | 


* Damme, hold up!” exclaimed one of 
his gentlemen uſhers ; “ ſtand ſteady, my 
neat one!“ 85 | 
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by 


“ Open the cauſe, confound you, 
another; don't be brow-beat, my fine 


fellow.“ 
Zounds, man,” bawled a third, © he 
has not got his brief.” | : 


Then ſnatching ſome lemonade from a 


falver, he poured it very deliberately upon 
the wig of the mock barriſter, which diſtilled 
it on to his face, and cloſed up his diſen- 


gaged eye. 


8 
ce I'm blind !”. ſtammered Povey, reeling 
violently, * blind—as juſtice - ſo ſeat me 
on the bench.” 
& Aye aye,” vociferated three t four 
voices, © {eat him on the bench.“ 


* 


One of the party looking round, obſerved 


that there was a very full court; then ſeizing 


Roſella by the arm, who had been driven 


near him by the curiofity of thoſe behind 
her 


4 Are 


cried 
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Wo you plaintiff or defendant ?” con- 

tinued he. She ſtruggled to eſcape from 
him, and as he could not ſtand with any 
f:mnets, ſhe ſoon ſucceeded. 


8 5 7» © 

N 7975 LE Ii Fer now advanced with an air 
and Jirritated as ſhe had 

bes br the ſcene ſhe had jult left, it was 


not very probable that ſhe ſhould tolerate 


the contemptuous infolence of the in- 
truders— 


Mr. Povey,” faid ſhe, indignantly, 


«© your conduct of to-day is inſufferable 
1 defire that you will quit the room, and 
that your impertinent companions inſtantly 
leave the hene. How dare you, Sir, intrude 
theſe vulear fellows amongſt my friends !” 
Vufgar fellows !“ repeated Pover, who 
appeared to awake as from a dream; then 


wiping the humidity from his face, he gazed 


with blinking eyes at bis obligiths attend- 
nts, % Ma'am, added he yOU—you— 
"itil Ma'am : this is Sir Belmeis Aſh» 
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more no there he ſtands I believe—and 
that honeſt fellow is Leſley and here is my 
friend Eftcourt—and that is—faith J can't 
ſee exactly but he is ſomebody.“ 


The miſſes ſimpered, andy he young gen- 
tlemen, comprehenſively inc C WING: Ns. 
Ellinger's friends, th ont Port fort 
nate dog, and envied him fuch Uaſbing 
affociates ; whillt the, gentle, and pradent 
lady of the manſion pauſed a moment to 


conſider in what manner ſhe ſhould {uffer 
this adventure to terminate. Poxey had 


named a young man of ie a 
Baronet, and the brother of a Nobleman, 
intelligence that entirely changed this face 
of affairs; and ſhe was new very. well di- 
poſedz to think the fro lie that introduced 
thenbünder her roof, a very harms and 


agreeable One. Alithe ladies of the party 
ee eee wil ling to tolerate it, and 


at _- was pl. ied to his own 
| BE 
aparte and Mi Livia recailed from a 
haſty ne to W hieltker miſconduct 
2 bad 


vo 


1 


„ 2 2: 9 
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had ddomed her, that her fair hand might 
be beſtowed by her decorous mama upon 
os who was ſo far however from 
e 2 to dance, that he was ſcarcely 


F Pchoſe to Ws: the honor he 


was ſolicitous to confer upon her, The reſt 
af this diſordered groupe very prudently pre- 


ferred being ſpectators of the dance, and 
Mrs. Ellinger, affecting to preſerve great 
dignity, yet inwan exulting, gave. the 


I yord | of command to the magnificent 
0 che wen. 2 


=, , 


The.partner of Roſella contrived, with a 


little aſſiſtance, to walk the figure without 


much deranging his neighbours ; but ine- 
briated as he was, his ear was grievouſly 
hurt by the horrible diſcord that aſſailed it 
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May I be black-balled eternally,” cried 
be, if Fever dance again to a hurdy- 


gurdy!“ 4 
es 4 bonegit !“ excl. Mr. | 
Eſtcourt, who happened to heay im; the 5 
devil a hurdy-gurdy is there but in zour 
SM 
brain: I tell n 16 150 'S- P and a 0 0 


kettle- drum.“ . 


This amendment created an almoſt uni- 
verſal laugh, in which however neither c 


Mrs. Ellinger nor Roſella could join; for 7 
the good lady was cffended in behalf of her h 
muſicians, and Mr. Leſley's fair partner felt » 
humiliated and diſpleaſed. Fortune indeed . 9 
had hitherto favored her fo far, that ſhe had Vy 
not been much incommeded by the atten- 
tion of either gentleman ; but unluckily i ui 
Miſs Livia, who had now recovered the he 
utmoſt extent of her good-humour, and was | 1 
giggling and chattering without reſtraint, ex- | \h 
claimed to one of her Companions — | ſci 
Þ 


8 Only ; fo1 


/ 
6 
8 


y 


ROSELLA, ___ _ a 


« Only look at Miſs Montreſor, how 
glum ſhe is!“ 

« Miſs Montreſor!“ repeated Mr. Eſt- 
court, gazing round him; “where is that 
charming little Iroquois ?” 

« Lord, there ſhe 1s to be ſure,” return- 
ed Miſs Livia; © that fine lady in the 
pouts, who thinks none of us are good 
enough to wipe her ſhoes.” 

« Ho, does ſhe fo?” ſaid the gentleman; 
c when I ſaw her laſt, by G—d I believe 
no one would have been fohcitous for that 


honor. Leſley,” continued he, affecting to 


whiſper, „don't you remember that fine 
girl digging potatoes at Hampton-wick, 
with flowing locks and rent garments?“ 

« Looſe were her treſſes ſeen, her zone 
unbound !” exclaimed Mr. Leſley, in an 
heroic accent; and ſtaggering to Roſella, 
who had run to Mrs. Ellinger, to beg that 
ſhe might be permitted to fit down, he 
ſeized her hand, ſwearing that ſhe was a 
divine creature, and deſerved a civic crown 
for her atchievements. | 

N 2 Again 


nn 
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Again ſhe appealed to Mrs. Ellinger, who 
having now no hope of deriving any thing 
intereſting from ſuch horrid brutes, who 
appeared in more danger of falling aſleep 
than of falling in love, and fearing to be 


. cenſured for tolerating ſuch unqualified im- 


pertinence, ſhe again aifumed her moſt ſub- 
lime mien, and with infinite ſolemnity ex- 
poſtulated upon ſuch ungentlemanly con- 
duct. But as ſoon as they diſcovered that 
ſhe was the Lady of the manſion, her re— 


monſtrances, inſtead of ſubduing, increaſed 


their inſolence, by the proſpect of hoaxing 
Mrs. Latitat, and quizzing the handſome 
potatoe- digger at the ſame time. 


The whole party ſeconded this noble 
purpoſe by encoring the witticiſms, roaring 
out bravo at every capital hit, and finally, 
when the enemy were totally diſcomfited, 
the men retreating and the women fainting, 
this frantic crew, ſome of whom were Britiſh 


Legiſlators, began hallooing moſt vehemently 
| to 
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to 81 their victory, and celebrate their 
triumph. 


At this moment Mr. Ellinger entered the 
room, fury and revenge lowering on his 
brow, and ſeveral conſtables in his train. 
The conduct of Mr. Povey and his com- 
Panions had attracted the notice of a very 
grave and indefatigable perſonage who ſuper- 
intended in the office, who in defiance of 
the noiſe and confuſion around him, had, 
till within the laſt hour, been writing his ſix 
words in a line, and his ſix lines in a page, 
with wonderful perſeverance and unabated 
attention: but though he would have been 
an excellent ſecretary to the mad hero of the 
north, it was not in human nature to hear 
unmoved, the abominable jar of horrible 
ſounds that began to aſſail his ſturdy ears 
when the truant was conducted home: 
the ſcribe was enraged to find, for the firſt 
time, his guill curvetting, and his eye wan- 
dering from the parchment to bring intel- 
gence to his diſtracted brain; and per- 
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ceiving that it was wholly impoſſible again to 


fix his roving attention, he ſnatched his hat, 


and flew with all the energy of revenge, to. 


feveral places where he thought it probable 
he ſhould meet Mr. Ellinger. Having at 
length ſucceeded in his ſearch, he made out 
ſuch a charge againit Povey and others aiding 
and abetting, that Mr. Ellinger collected 
his judicial attendants, and ſtumped home, 

firmly reſolved to lodge all the conſpirators 
in the watch-houſe. 


Iiis wiſe, ſhocked at fo vulgar and ple- 
a beian an idea, which he announced on enter- 
ing the room, and inexpreſſibly mortified at 
the events of the evening, that for a month 
paſt ſhe had been planning to render un— 
common and delightful, endeavored to pal- 
liate what bad happened : but Mr. Ellinger 
imitated thoſe barbarous huſbands who 


cruelly maltreat a gentle, lovely, and fault- 


leſs wife, by defiring her to check her con- 
founded tongue, and then proceeded to 


exccute his intention, notwithſtanding the 
endeavors 
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endeayors of the intruders to reſiſt with 


effect. 


«© Good God!” whiſpers d the diſconſo- 
late matron, © I hail be derided by all my 
friends! What a cataſtrophe ! How will it 
ſound that the principal men amoneſt my 
viſiters, inſtead of entangling themſelves in 
imprudent yet indelible paſſions for beautiful 
girls of myſterious birth, ſhould make a 
drunken riot in ſpite of the awe which my 
preſence ouzht to have inſpired, and be 
ignominiouily taken to a vulgar watch- 
houtic, when they ought to have been em- 
ployed in carrying off their lovely un knowns 
to their ae caſtles!“ 


In deſpite of the mortifying craelty of 
the circumſtance, the good friends of Mr. 
Povey were at length led away, after the 
deſtruction of a few glaſſes and tumblers, 
and ſome hyſteric fits on the part of a 
few ladies, who declared however, on re- 


covering their breath and recolle&wn, that 
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they ſhould now dance with more ſpirit | ] 
than before, and maliciouſly begged Mrs. 5 
Ellinger to try to prevail with her buſband 4 


to join the party; a requeſt ſhe was im- 
prudent enough to comply with, and the 
reſult was a very rough refuſal, the inſtant 


diſmiſſion of the ſuperb orcheſtra, and a g 
very plain hint to thoſe who had con- f 
veyances in waiting, that the moſt proper | 5 
thiag they could do, would be to depart. 1 
Mrs. Ellinger, ſtill more ſhocked, had now 

nothing to do but to weep over her un- | 5 
bappy deſtiny: but ker gueſts in general 5 
regarded her tears with the moſt vulgar J 
apathy ; and after a moſt cheerleſs and tedious f 
intel val, the rooms were cleared of all but 5 
the family and Roſella, who waited with ; h 
painful impatience to hear the chariot ; 1 


announced. But unfortunately, Miſs Beau- 
clerc knowing her fondneſs for dancing, and 
imagining ſhe would be. pleaſed with her 
foirte, delayed {ending it rather beyond the 
time propoſed, and Roſella was obliged to 
witneſs a violent quarrel between Mrs. 


Ellinger 
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Ellinger and her huſband, and a furious 
recrimination on the part of their hopeful 


and amiable children, 


Time however ſtill moves, though ſlowly, 
and at half after one, ſhe left the wretched 
habitation of moroſe tyranny, imprudent 
folly, abſurd pretenſions, and flippant bicker- 
ing. Mils Beauclerc, who ſat up for her 
return, was ſurpriſed to ſce her ſo lifeleſs 
and diſpirited, when ſhe had expected to 
behold her all gaiety and animation: but 
an explanation of the diſaſters of the even- 
ing well accounted for the cauſe, and her 
friend not only ſympathized in her diſap- 
pointment and vexations, but equally in 

* her poor Selina's well- imagined mortifica- 
tion and chagrin, 
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CHAP. XI. 


Rage for accompliſimenis— Soft manners in à lady of 


Jaſſtion critically illuſtrated. 


' wo mornings after the fete, Mr. Mor- 
Gaunt was announced to Miſs Beauclerc before 
ſhe had quit ted her breakfaſt table, and as he 
did not often confer the favor of a ceremo- 


nious viſit, ſhe concluded that he had ſome 


communication to make relating to affairs 
of buſinels. He addreſſed her with greater 
ſolemnity and leſs kindneſs than uſual, and 
aftc. a converſation of a few minutes 


« So ] find that this little girl,“ ſaid he, 
turning to Rofella, © narrow:y eſcaped be- 


ng conducted to the watch-houle on 


0 Thurſday 


Ma. & 


p—"— 
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Thurſday night, for being ſuſpiciouſly found 
in the company of half a dozen houſe- 
breakers.” | 


Roſella ſmiled, and he continued— 


I heard this pretty anecdote from Lord 
Morteyne, whoſe fooliſh brother was one of 
the gang it ſeems. Lady Lucy Eſteourt 
was unealy for the reiult of the precious 
frolic, and I was applied to, to propoſe 
terms of accommodation to Ellinger. In 
the diſcuſſion of the buſineſs, I learned that 
Miſs Montreſor had grounds for complaint, 
and I am commiſſioned to offer very hum- 
ble excuies, which J ſuppoſe will be ac- 
cepted. And now that I have explained 
myſelf, continued he, with a countenance 
half-ſerious, half- gay, „let me never more 
hear that your fondneſs for dancing, or any 
other youthful folly, betrays you into a 
fituation fo diſtreſſing and extremely im- 
proper, as the account I have received 

N 6 gives 
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gives me to underſtand you were expoſed 
to on Thurſday,” 


Miſs Beauclerc colored, and was begin- 
ning a vindication, but Mr. Mordaunt 
_ interrupted it by diſmiſſing Roſella with 
good-humoured freedom to her embroidery- 
frame: for fo. antiquated and abſurd were 
his ideas, that he fancied young ladies ſtill 
employed two or three hours of the day in 
working : nor would he have believed Mrs. 
Methwald terſclf, had ſhe informed him, 
that the riſing female generation found their 
time wholly filled up in ſtudying botany, 
modern philoſophy, and the 7/eory of mora- 
lity—1n ſhuffling Iriſh ſteps to the tune of 
Go to the devil ard ſhake yourſelf —in playing 
tolerably well, or intolerably ill, upon two 
or three inſtruments and laſtly, in dreſſing 
a la grecque, and practiſiug ſoit manners, or 
indulging in faro-table manners, according 


to the whim of the day. Roſella did not 
kowerer laugh in his face at the barbariſm 


he 
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he had uttered, but took the hint, and 
withdrew. 


She had felt ſufficiently mortified and 
uncomfortable at the moment of receiving 
thoſe infults Mr, Mordaunt's well-meant 
lecture painfully renewed the remembrance 
of: and now the intelligence that Lord 
Morteyne and his fiſter were acquainted 
with the circumſtance of her being preſent 
at ſuch a ſcene, redoubled her chagrin, 


« What will they think of me!“ ex- 
claimed ſhe; © they will ſuppoſe I am 
always going where I ought not to be, and 
ever acting with the ſame impropricty.” 


This idea fo diſtreſſed her, that in ſpite 
of her uſual good ſpirits, it produced ſome 
tears, and ſhe reſolved to entreat Mails 
Beauclerc never to accept for her any other 
invitation from Mrs. Ellinger, which indi- 
cated, by any promiſed feſtivity, that ſhe 
might again be introduced to ſuch unplea- 

ſant 
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fant aſſociates : and indeed at this moment 
ſhe thought ſhe could be very well ſatisfied 
to remain at home the whole year round, 
rather than hazard encountering ſuch vexa- 
tious circumſtances. | 

When Mr. Mordaunt departed, ſhe flew 
to Miſs Beauclerc, to prefer the meditated 
requeſt ; but obſerving her in tears, and in 
very apparent diſtreſs, ſhe forgot every idea 
but that of offering conſolation. 


Miſs Beauclerc in a ſhort time recovered 
to tolerable compolure, but was entirely 
filent on the ſubject of her agitation. She 
informed Roſella however, that ſhe meant 
very ſhortly to make a tour to the northern 
part of the iſland, principally to amule her 
mind by a change of ſcene, and that ſhe 
might at the ſame time fee her aunt Dela- 
val, probably for the laſt time. 


5 
i 


Roſella was confounded at this intelli- 


gence; for ſhe was not by any means cer- 
tain 


to 
fi 


tain that ſhe was to accompany her kind 
friend, and the chagrin of quitting her, 
perhaps for many months, joined to the 
horror ſhe had conceived at returning to the 
houſe of Mr. Ellinger, overpowered her 
ſpirits, and the tears guſhed from her eyes. 


«© Do you then object to remain with 
me?“ exclaimed Miſs Beauclerc, mourn- 
fully. 

« Me!” cried Roſella; © Oh no: and 
ſhall J have the happineſs of being your 
companion in this journey? Did you think 
of taking me?“ 

« Yes, my Own Roſella,“ replied Miſs 
Beauclerc, „you all accompany me. I 
have ſuffered much,” ſhe added, in a fal- 
tering voice, “from the harſh reflections I 
have not deſerved ; but ] could not bear to 


part with you now, and I will not conſent 
to give either of us {ſuch unneceſſary an- 
guiſh. You ſhall call once more on Mrs. 
Ellinger before we leave town, and only 
once, to bid her adieu. I cannot like Mr. 
Ellinger,“ 
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Ellinger, reſumed ſhe, * or his children; 


but I think the ſituation of my friend Selina 
ſo pitiable, and I have ſo many obligations 
to her, that independent of my affection, 
I could not be juſtified in giving her 
up.” 


The requeſt Roſella had intended to 
make, was thus prevented; and as Mr. 
Mordaunt had fo ſeriouſly taken up the 
- affair, ſhe was pleaſed that ſhe had not fur- 
ther wounded the feelings of Miſs Beau- 
clerc by adding to his remonſtrances, what 
on her part, would appear a complaint. 


Three weeks had not elapſed fince Ro- 
ſella bad firſt heard of the travelling pian, 
before her friend had ſo well arranged her 
eſtabliſhment to admit of her abſence, 
that ſhe had only further to ſelect thoſe of 
her domeſtics ſhe intended to take in her 
ſuite ; to bid adieu to the few intimates 
ſhe ill retained, in defiance of the melan- 
choly and eccentricity of which ſhe was 

accuſed, 


ac 


ROSE. L A. 281 


accuſed, and to fix the day of her depar- 
ture. 


Roſella, who had equally buſied herſelf 
in preparation, almoſt forgot her recent 
chagrin in the charming proſpect of viſiting 
ſome of thoſe delightful ſcenes ſhe had read 
ſo glowing a picture of, both in real and 
ideal travellers; and Miſs Beauclerc on her 
fide, could think and dream only of wild 
rocks and mountains, tremendous preci- 
pices, fringing woods, guſhing cataracts, 
romantic cottages placed on acclivities and 
declivities, lovely Jacquelinas, Clarentinas, 
Roſinas, Emmelinas, and more humble 
Joannas, Suſannas, Cicelys, and Annas who 
inhabited them, playing upon their lutes, 
their forte-pianos and their harps, and 
gaz ing at the pale moon which never fails 
to dart its ſilver beams through their humble 
caſe ments with ſuch uncommon brilliancy, 
as to allow them to chuſe by its pale light 
a favored poet from their libraries, which it 
is the etiquette to form of ſimple ſhelves, 
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placed againſt the white-waſhed, or neatly 
papered walls; no paſſing cloud interven- 
ing, the chaſte orb of night next lends her 
aid to enable the beautiful recluſes to diſ- 
tinguiſh and recite the moſt clegant paſſages 
from the moſt elegant authors. —MIiſs Bzau- 
clerc ſtill follows them in fancy, and beholds 


them tranſported by the ſublimity of their 


ideas, beyond the bounds of ordinary pru- 
dence or common ſenſe; they wander forth, 
the volume ſtill in their delicate hands, their 
mild blue eyes raiſed to heaven, their 
beautiful auburn bair eſcaped from its con- 
finement, or reſtrained only by a fimple 
ribbon (which, ala as! would do little towards 
ſecuring their lovely heads againſt damps 
and dews), their white robes flowing in 
beautiful drapery over their light and 
nymph- like figures! In this equipage they 
continue to contemplate and to ſtray, un- 
til they loſe themſelves in ſome wild and 
remote ſpot, where they gaze round them 


with aſtoniſhment, and ſtart at their impru— 


dence in venturing ſo far: but they account 


to 


tot 
the 
and 
and 
fort, 
tur] 
wid 
loo! 
ſhe 
Cate 
deli. 
of e 
neu 
gen 
no 
inde 
reti! 
not 
rum 
revo 


IN 
tion 
Wan 


ROSELI A. 283 


to themſelves very naturally for the error, by 
the captivation of the ſurrounding ſcenery 
and the delightful ſtillneſs of the night; 
and the adventure never fails to produce 
ſomething intereſting or terrific. They re- 
turn however at length, to their cottage, 
where ſome good and fond old dame is 
looking out in infinite anxiety for the ſtray 
ſheep; ſhe then ſpreads before the deli- 
cate young creature her gueſt, the moſt 
delicious cream and new cheeſe, a profuſion 
of exquiſite fruit and home-made bread, 
new-laid eggs, and currant wine. The 
gentle fouls make a flight repaſt, becauſe 
no heroine ever yet committed ſuch an 
indecorum as to cat a plentiful meal; and 
retire to their exceſſively neat apartments, 
not to ſleep vulgarly in their bed, but to 
ruminate on their myſterious deſtinies, and 
revolve their recent adventure. 


In ſhort, ſo delightfully did the imagina- 
tion of Miſs Beauclerc delineate the gentle 
wanderers of fiction, that the determined 
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not to deſer her own ramble another week, 
though it was now only the beginning of 
April ; but the ſeaſon, in compliance with 
her wiſhes, was uncommonly forward, the 
air mild and genial, the foliage rapidly burſt- 


Ly 


ing forth, and the grounds at Avelines 


«© My Roſella,“ ſaid the fond mother, 
„ we will defer our charming tour no longer 


than till next Monday: to-morrow we wil 


take leave of Mr. Mordaunt, and this morn- 
ing we will find time to call in Chancery- 
Lane, and bid adieu to our poor Mrs. 
Ellinger.“ 

« My dear kind Miſs Beauclerc!“ ex- 
claimed Roſella, how ſhall I repay your 
goodneſs! If you had reſolved to make 


this {ſweet excurſion without me, and 


had been now going to leave me at Mr. 


Ellinger's, how melancholy ſhould I bave 
been at the proſpe& of lingering a whole 
{ſummer in that gloomy houſe, tormented 
by the Octet of the rude William and 
ill- tempered 
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ill- tempered Livia! How grateſul ought I 
to be to ſuch a friend!“ 25 

« Roſclla,” replied Miſs Beauclerc, em- 
bracing her, you forget that I have often 
entreated you to ſpare theſe expreſſions of 
a gratitude you do not owe me: J cannot 
be happy without you; and every attention 
it is in my power to beſtow, all the affec- 
tion with which I regard you, 1s leſs than 
you have a right to claim—I mean from 
your invariable ſweetneſs of di:potition, and 
the tender reſpect you have ever evinced 
for me. Beſides, I was well acquainted 
with your father, and I love you, my dear 
child, for his fake.” 

And did you know my mother too?“ 
ſaid Roſella, much intereſted in the queſ- 
tion: © I have often aſked Mrs. Ellinger 
whom ſhe reſembled, and the has always told 
me ſhe was like you in every reſpect: —was 
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my father as amiable ?” 

« A thouſand times more ſo,” returned 
Miſs Beauclerc .cageriy ; © but: tell me, 
could you have loved your mother very 

| much, 
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much, as a mother, if ſhe had been, 


as Mrs. Ellinger ſays, entirely like me in 
perſon and mind?“ 


« I ſuppoſe J ought to have been more 
attached to her,” replied Roſella, „than 1 
am to you; but I really do not think [ 
could have loved her better than you, who 


have at once been the kindeſt friend, and 


the moſt indulgent mother to me.” 


The heart of Miſs Beauclerc was fo much 


ſoftened by the affection of Roſella, that 


the ſecret of their affinity might have been 
at that moment revealed to her, had not 
the carriage, which had been ordered for a 


| ſhopping expedition, been announced. 


2 


When they arrived at Mr Ellinger's 


manſion, Miſs Beauclerc, in contradiction 
to her general cuſtom, entered it; and 
having drawn her faithful Selina to her oun 
apartment, that they might diſcuſs, unin- 
terruptedly, their darling project, and ſettle 
the correſpondence they meditated, Roſella 

was 
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was left in the ſitting- room with Miſs Livia, 
who had been taking a leffon from a draw- 
ing-maſter, and was now affecting to ſhade 
a delectable ſketch from a print of Char- 


lotte at the tomb of Werter. The ozvzrge 


dreſs of the German heroine, deſigned from 


the faſhions of the day, and dated at leaſt 


ten years back, the form without ſymmetry, 
and the features without meaning, were 
exceedingly improved by the joint efforts 


of Miſs Livia and her preceptor, who had, 


at leaſt, an equal ſhare in the pe: formance 


to which ſhe was giving the corp-de-grace; 


and Roleila gazed with extreme aſtoniſh- 
ent upon the wonders of her 1 


« You did not know that I was learning 
to draw?” faid the ſelf. ſatisfied ſtudent, 
with a look of triumph. _ 

«© No,” replied her viſiter, may 
heard it: have you learned long! 35 

*] think you might perceive that J have 


made {ome proficiency,” returned Maſs * 


Livia: Mr. Dawton ſays he never gives 
| ſuch 
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ſuch ſweet things as I have to copy, but 
to his very beſt ſcholars. I'll ſhew you 
my Innocence with her ſweet little lamb— 
and Abelard and Eloiſa: thoſe are only 


| ittle things, quite when I began, but here 


is Una and the Parſon's Maid, and Patty 
and William at Eve, and Belinda with her 


dog Shock, and the Shepherdeſs of the Alps, 
and this 1s 


« Give me leave,” interrupted Roſella, 
« to look at what you have already laid 
before me, and then I will examine the reſt 
of your performances 


She then took up ſome of the caricatures 
which had been ſo rapidly preſented to her, 
and unable to outrage truth ſo far as to 
beſtow upon them any praiſe, again en- 
quired how long the young lady had taken 
leſſons. 9 


9 


„ Oh more than ſix weeks, returned 


Miſs Livia; but this is not all 1 have 


done, for I aſſure you I have learned to 
paint 
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paint landſcapes : here is Hornſey Church 
and the Bell at Edmonton ; and here 1s a 
willow, with two ſwans ſwimming under it; 
and this is a caſtle, Mr. Dawſon does not 
know where—this ſhould be a tower, to 
look round like the top of St. Paul's, but 
ſomehow I blotted it, and it does not 
ſhow ſo well what it ſhould be: but mama 
likes this better than any thing I have done 
yet: ſhe wanted Mr. Dawſon to ſhow me 
how to put Innocence with her little lamb, 
to be looking out of this old broken window, 
becauſe ſhe thought it would paſs for a 
young lady and a fawn, and then it would 


ſeem as if fome gentleman had ſhut her 

up there, and that the fawn had followed 
) her in when ſhe went to take a walk in the 
hn foreſt, which ſhould have been juſt here, 
n mama ſays; this buſh in the corner ſhows 


where the foreſt ſhould begin. However, 
Mr. Dawſon ſaid it could not be done now 
that the picture was fimſhed ; and mama 
has been teazing him ever ſince to draw an 
old caſtle and a foreſt and a moon, with a 
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young lady all in white coming out of 
© Spe £ | 
«* Out of the moon?” aſked Roſella, 
ſmiling. 

& No, no,” returned Miſs Livia, © you 
know I don't mean that : out of the caſtle 
or the foreſt, I forget which. And then on 
one fide there is to be a rock, with a cave 
under it, and you are to ſee a whole heap 
of- what are they called ?—men who uſed 
to rob and murder people above a hundred 
years ago.” 

Thieves and aſſaſſins, I ſuppoſe,”* ſaid 
Roſella. 

« No indeed,“ reſumed the young lady, 
rather contemptuouſly ; * who would think 
of putting thieves into a picture, dreſſed 
like other men, with nothing but piſtols in 
their hands no, what I mean is—6anditii— 
that's tne word, Oh Lord! but I have 


another ſecret to tell you—you muſt make 
believe though, not to Know it; for mama 
thinks to ſurpriſe Miſs Beauclerc and you 


when you come back again, She has bought 
me 


her 


8 
ht 


me a piano-fort—it's up ſtairs in the garret, 
for croſs papa muſt not find it out ſo 
Mr. Strum, who lodges two doors off, 
gives me ſixteen leſſons for a guinea.” 

« Surely you miſtake, Livia, ſaid her 
auditor, who recollected that her own 
maſter only attended twice for that ſum, 

No indeed: and I can play the Battle 
of Prague, and the Siege of Bangalore, 
and Hurly Burly, and the Storming of Trin- 


comalee 
1 


« Already!“ exclaimed Roſella «T 
ſhould have thought you could ſcarcely 
have had time to learn the gamut ?” 

« Oh, Mr. Strum ſays it is ridiculous 
to perplex people who have ſuch an ear as 
I have, with too much of ſuch hum drum 


nonſenſe; but come, I will ſhow you my 


piano-ſort, and you ſhall hear me play the 
Storming of Trincomalee.” 


Roſella was not without ſome curioſity 
to witneſs the performance, and followed 
her to the muſical garret, where Mr. Strum 
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condeſcended to preſide as Apollo, and was 
amuſed with a compoſition that ſounded 
like harmony run mad, very vilely man- 
gled, where noiſe and loud uproar ſaluted 
her ear inſtead of brilliancy, and execution. 
The piano-forte, Mrs. Ellinger's ſecret pur- 


chaſe, was old and extremely battered, 


and in its beſt days had never deſerved a 
more conſpicuous ſituation than that in 
which 1t was now placed. 


e There!“ exclaimed Miſs Livia, end- 
ing with a full chord, fiercely ſtruck, © how 
do you think I execute? Have: you the 
Storming of Trincomalee *”? | 

«© No,” replied Roſella, T never heard 
it before.” 9 

« Good gracious! it's the ſweeteſt thing 
in the world! I wonder you have not got 
the Storming of Trincomalee ; ſtay, I am 
afraid my croſs papa is come home, ſo 1 
cannot play the Siege of Bangalore now; 
you ſhall hear 1t another time.” 


Reoſella 
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Roſella thanked the young lady for this 
kind promiſe. 


« Let us creep down,” reſumed Miſs 
Livia, «and mind you do not tell mama 
that J have let you into the ſecret.” 


Roſella promiſed to attend to the cau- 
tion, and they deſcended to the fitting- 


room, where, inſtead of crofs papa, they 


found Mr. Povey, who had walked up 
ſtairs for ſome papers depoſited in the old 
eſcrutoire. He accoſted Miſs Livia's viſiter 
with" a balf-confident, half-ſheepifh grin, 
and enquired if ſhe had ſeen the Eſtcourt 


family lately. 


T know very little of any individual of 
replied Roſella ; ** they are not in any 
of Miſs Beauclerc's parties.“ 

« Do tell Miſs Montreſor,” cried Livia, 
eagerly, © what that droll creature ſaid of 
Pr 


29 


it, 
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Of me!“ exclaimed Roſella: who is 


the droll creature you ſpeak of?“ 


My friend Cyril Eſtcourt, Ma'am: but 


J ſhall not repeat his quizzing nonſenſe.” 

«© Oh J am determined the ſhall hear it 
though,” cried the obliging young lady: 
* he faid you might be 1 ; he did 
not care a whether you was or not; 
but that you gave yourſelf confounded airs 
to Mr. Leſley, confidering you had been 
taken out of a brick-field, where you had 


ſpent your fender years in mixing up mud 
pancakes. And he faid afterwards that his 


brother, Lord Mortey ne, found you once 
lying half dead on the Reading road, for 
you was not the kind of young lady to 


be kept under any reſtraint.” 


The countenance of Roſella was ſuffuſed 
a dcep crimſon, and her eyes beamed with 
indignation at this unjuſt and inſolent re- 
port, which the malicious informer repeated 
with equal eagerneſs and glee. 


« Who 


ti] 
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C Who did Mr. Eſtcourt tell this to?“ 
aſked Roſella, her reſentment ſuddenly 
giving way to unmixed mortification. 

Lord, I don't know—to a whole room 
full of people.“ | 

No no, Miſs Ellinger,“ cried Povey, 
interrupting her, „no ſuch thing; there 
was only Afhmore, and Leſley, and Mor- 
teyne, and Mr. Creily, and me.” 

« Well, that was a room full, wasn't it?“ 
demanded Miſs Livia, in a voice of angry 
interrogation. 

« At leaft,” ſaid Roſella, hardly reſtrain- 
ing her tears, there were enough preſent 
to anſwer the intention of Mr. Eſtcourt, if 
he meant that his comments ſhould reach 
me,” 1 

« Lord, Ma'am,” ſaid Povey, “nobody 
minds what Cyril ſays :—now for example, 
there's me—if I was to kick up a row every 
time I was hoaxed, I ſhould have little elſe 
to do.“ 


a: 4 | He 
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He then withdrew with his papers, ſaying 


in a low voice to Miſs Livia, as he paſſed 
her, Damme, if I ever tell you any thing 
again!“ 

« You only ſay ſo replied the young 
lady in a careleſs tone; *I know you will 
though.“ 


The conference between Miſs Beauclerc 
and her friend now broke up, and their 
entrance relieved Roſella from the good- 
natured communications and obſervations 
of her companion, with whom ſhe parted 
however, in apparent civility. Mrs. Ellin- 
cer embraced her with pathetic emotion, 
and conjured her to ſupply every acciden- 
talageſiciency in the correſpondence of her 


beloved Sophia. 


Roſella promiſed compliance, and return- 
ing her adieu, tripped down the ſomöb're ſtairs 
with a light ſtep. Her delight in quitting 
the houle, predominated as uſual over 
every other emotion; but on her re- entrance 


ä into 
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into that which ſhe now conſidered as her 
home, ſhe could not fail to recolle& the 
mortifi-:ition and chagrin ſhe had received 
through the officious medium of Miſs Livia 
and Mr. Povey, and im.nediatel» imparted 
the grievance to her friend, who treated the 
report with apparent contempt, but who 
was, in fat, not diſpleaſed that Roſella, 
beloved as ſhe WAS, ſhould become the 
object of trankent malevolence and miſre- 
preſentation, Was there indeed a ſingle 
heroine in the great circle of her reading, 
who had eſcaped them Not one. of any 
celebrity; and this recollection inſtantly 
reconciled her to the impertinence of Mr. 
Eſtcourt, who had not forgotten that Roſella 
was the immediate cauſe of the diſgrace he 
had endured at the hermitage at Avelines— 
a diſzrace he could not revenge upon his 
brother, becauſe he condeſcended occaſion- 


ally to have recourſe to his puri 95 


The next morning, as Miſs Bcauclerc 
had propoſed, Rofeila accompanied her to 
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Mr. Mordaunt's, and contrary to the wiſhes 
of either, they met Mrs. Methwald at 


home, who happened at the moment to be 


attended by her daughter and ſon-in-law. 
Roſella had never before feen Mr. Oreſſy, 
and was in conſiderable confuſion during 
the introduction; when it occurred to her 
that his opinion, if it was formed upon the 


cruel reports circulated by Mr. Eftcourt, 


mull be of a moſt unfavorable nature. 
Mr. Mordaunt did not immediately ap- 
pear, and the converſation, after the entrance 
of Miſs Beauclerc and her companion, was 
continued upon the ſame ſubject their ap- 
pearance had given a momentary interrup- 
tion to. 


— 


I was fo extremely ſhocked,” ſaid Mrs, 
Crefly, addreſſing her mother, © that I 
reſolved never more to ſubject mylelf tc 
ſuch a tormenting purgatory as that of 
pretending to introduce a young woman 
into public. Your ſiſter muſt procure her- 


{elf 


.. ̃ 


. a 


B 
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ſelf another chaperon, indeed ſhe muſt,” 
continued ſhe, turning to her huſband, with 
a fade ſmile, and railing up one hand with 
a prim motion, which extended only to the 
elbow ; © for I would not break my reſo- 
lution upon any conſideration: it is unfor- 
tunate for her that J happened to be 
chagrende with this moſt unlucky Miſs but 
you are acquainted with my firmneſs of 
mind, though you cannot know half the 
provocation I received. As {he was left upon 
my hands, and there happened to be a 
vacancy in my Opera-box, I thought I 


might venture to take her; I ſhall never 


forget the horreur ſhe gave me! There was 
not a gaucherie ſhe did not torture me 
with ; ſhe took precedence of Lady Emlin, 
dropped her fan upon poor Brackin's noſe, who 
was bowing to me from the pit, and becauſe 
a large ſcene happened to fall, and a horſe 
© prance in the grand proceſſion of the 
ballet, ſhe actually ſcreamed. The Mar- 
quis was at my elbow— I thought I ſhould: 
have fainted with ſhame; however, I had 

6 ...- Tecaurle 


, 1 
„ 
4 K _ - * , 4 
r 


4 
0 
44M 
if 
=_ by 
s 
"off 
1 1 
8 ; 
n 
1 14 
E. L 
2x 
* 
' 
[; 4A 
Fu N 
£ # 
© 
4 
i £ 
. 
* 
. 
2 
.+Y 
1 , 7 
_ 5 
bl 
27 
28 
ERS 
25 
* * 
* 
. 
. : 
_ 
»* - 
* 8 
N 
20 E 
1 
N : 
4 
Af 
ON 1 Li 7 
4 3 
$ :& 
15 
7 * 
1 
1 
* 
z 
. 
* — 
8 
=y 
E 
an 
5 
= 1 
5 
4A þ 
12 8 
F p i 
TE . . 
- 
{\ 3 
= 4: &Y 
F 
+ 
* | 2 
* 
iv - £5 
4 4 
L * * 
78 
"Ml 
2 f 
LN 7 
3 
E 0 
- 
* y 
* 
= 
Li 
ww 
8 
. 4 
© 
X N 
{> . 
5 7 
3 
N oy 
* 
4 


% 


300 ROSE LI. A. 


recourſe to my uſual fortitude, and con- 
ſoled myſelf with a vow, never to take her 
out again, were {he to live twenty years in 
iny houle. 
This good- natured ſpeech was uttered in 
a voice ſcarcely above a whiſper, with a 
monotonous tone of determined placidity 
nd it cloſed with a pradti.ed ſmile. But 
the lady was not yet ſatisfied with having 
hitherto been the only ſpeaker, for ſhe 


addrefled her mother again, without ſuffer- 


a * T? 2 ” al ! 
ing any other perion to utter a fyllable.— 


« Do you go to Lady Emlin's aſſembly 
Ma'am? I have nothing in the world but 
old dreſſes to wear ; but I can't afford myſelf 
any thing juſt now; my Opera-box and 
court-dreſs have abſolutely ruined me.” 


This declaration ended like the laſt, with 
a ſmile that drew vp her cheeks, naturally 
1 * 1 - 
prominent, almoſt to her eye-brows. Mr. 


Credy returned the fimper with an air of 


approvation, 


de: 


reſ 
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approbation, but could no longer allow her 
fatiguing loquacity to exclude him from 
ſhining in the converſation; and he paid 
his court to Mrs. Methwald by a number 
of compliments, which he meant ſhould 
be extremely inſinuating, requiring her 
judgment upon ſome delicate paſtoral 
poetry, and ſome elegant little fugitive 
pieces he had lately procured for her. 

His Lady was too well-bred to interrupt 
him, and amuled herſelf en attendant, with 
gazing non chalamment, alternately at Ro- 
{ella and Miſs Beauclerc, who felt ended 
at the very little attention the family party 
had ſhown to her, and had taken up the 
newſpaper whilſt ſhe waited the appear- 
ance of Mr. Mordaunt, 


Mrs. Methwald was in an agony of 
fidgets, winch her ſon-in-law vainly en- 
deavored to remove by the moſt aſſiduous 
reſpect, and he only increaſed the ſharpneſs 
of the thorns upon which the poor lady 

ſat. 
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ſat. The important ſubject of ans 


which was torturing her ſoul, was twofold — 
the was ſenſible that Miſs Beauclerc felt 
herſelf treated with flight ; and ſhe would 
have enquired into the flate of her health, 


bave recommended books to her notice, 


pointed out a charming jeu deſprit in the 
laſt week's paper, and diſplayed her laſt 
number of the Botanical Magazine, had not 
her whole countenance, all her nods, {miles, 


and aſſents, been wreſted from her by Mr. 


and Mrs. Creſſy. Her daughter, the farſt 
of women, muſt always be a primary ob- 
ject wherever ſhe went; and ſhe could not 


appear to turn abruptly from Mr. Crefly' 8 
elegant attentions: men were capricious- 
they muſt be kept always in temper ſhe 
knew, and Mrs. Creſſy's happineſs was her 


grand conſideration, On the other hand, 


a gueſt ſuffering under a moment of neg- 
lect, miſſing thoſe little ſburces of enter- 
tainment and inſtruction which were always 

to be found with Mrs. Methwa'd, ſhe 
could not endure to think of. She recol- 
5 lected 


2 2 pas — 
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ä _ ited too, that ſhe had feen but the day 


before, an embroidered muflin at Dyde's, 


that would juſt make up for Mrs. Creſſy, 
and reward her projected ſelf-denial- the 
muſlin was cheap and pretty, and might be 
{old whilſt ſhe was detained at home, 


Mr. Creſſy had, by this time, begun to 
think Roſella a very captivating little no- 
body, and was calculating how much credit 
might accrue to him, if by his notice and 
encouragement, with an occaſional oath 
and compliment in her favor, he fhould 
ſucceed in bringing her forward. She is 
handſomer than Lady Elizabeth Waldon,“ 
thought he, „ notwithſtanding her want 
of manner, and that ſhe has no idea of 
giving her features the right ſort of expreſ- 
ſion; upon my ſoul, with management, ſhe 
might be made a moſt faſcinating creature.“ 


The reſult of this private concluſion 
made Mr. Creſſy throw himſelf into a 
chair by the ſide of Roſella; he ſmiled 
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upon her to leſſen the embarraſſinent he 


had no doubt ſhe would feel at an honor 


ſo unexpected, and enquired if ſhe had 
been to ſee the exhibition of work which 
did ſo much credit to her ſex, Roſella 
anſwered in the affirmative, and he imme- 


diately favored her with his opinion of its 


merits. 


Mrs. Crefly, ſurpriſed at the uncommon 


condeſcenfion of her huſband, hunted never- 
theleſs for her moſt approving and gracious 


ſmile, and having caſt it over her features, 
Tegarded him and his fair companion with 
ſteady ſuavity, to announce that ſhe had too 


much tortitude to be jealous. 


« You have not been introduced to Lady 
Elizabeth Waldon, I preſume : pe faid Mr. 


2 Creſſy. 


a, Sir.” 

“ But you have met her in ſociety?“ 

] do not recollect that I have, replied 
Rolella. 


M oſt 


h 
fl 
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«© Moſt certainly you have not then,” 
reſumed Mr. Crefly, determined to begin 
his preceptorſhip immediately, “or you 
could not have forgotten fo faſcinating a 
woman. I would recommend to every 
young lady now entering the world, to 
ſtudy her manner; there is ſuch a capti- 
vating vivacity in her countenance, ſuch 
uncommon ſoftneſs of accent, ſuch au 
inſinuating gentleneſs of motion, ſuch har- 
mony of action, ſuch flexible delicacy 
of voice, and ſuch refinement of ſenti- 
ment 8 

&« If ſhe is a woman to be held up, with- 
out exception of circumſtance, to the imi- 
tation of a young lady,” {21d Mats Beau- 
clerc, interrupting the panegyric, the 
world moſt cruelly defames her.” Des” 


The gentleman was nettled at this un- 
anſwerable remark, which might perhaps 
have been made in a louder key than the 
ſimpering gabble of Mrs. Creſſy. 
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« No one, I am certain, exclaimed 


Mr. Creſſy, © ever heard her voice raiſed 
in anger or ruſtic gaiety above the ſilver 
tones of decorum: in ſhort,”* added he, 


with conſiderable warmth, © were I to pro- 
poſe to the woman I wiſhed moſt to ad- 

11re, a model to captivate my approbation, 
Lady Elizabeth Waldon——” | 


« Oh, you have already heard it then?” 


ſaid Mr. Mordaunt, as he entered the 
room: „if there is a woman I could leſs 
forgive than another, it is that ſpecious 


devil married to a man who gratified every 


abſurd whim with doting tondnels—the 
mother of three heavenly children, and to 
deſert them, to abandon their father The 


unhappy babe ſhe pretended to nouriſh at 


her flinty breaſt, whoſe food was converted 


to poiſon by her diſſipations, has died in 


convultions ; her poor mother, whoſe hands 
I have myſelf ſeen her kiſs with affected 


tondnels, at every ſhort abſence, has been 


in fainting fits from the moment ſhe learnt 


the 


el 


ci 
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the intelligence, and Waldon 15 now actually 
in a ſtrait waillcoat!”” 


A ſhort but. complete ſilence ſucceeded 
to this imperfect, but well-underſtood ac- 
count. Mr. Crefly was dumb, and his 
Lady, who had often experienced a ſecret 
impatience at his warm admiration for the 
fallen idol, now felt an equally diſſembled 
emotion of joy. 


Are we to underſtand, Sir,” demand- 
ed Mils Beauclerc, © that the lady has 
eloped 2” 

« I thought I heard you ſpeaking of the 


circumſtance as I entered,” returned Mr. 
Mordaunt. 


_ Miſs Beauclerc ſmiled, and a ſecond mo- 
mentary filence enſued, which ſhe now 
thought proper to interrupt by announcing 
her journey and the intention of her viſit. 
Mr. Mordaunt ſeemed aſtoniſhed at the 
ſuddenneſs of the plan, for he had never : 
before heard that it was in agitation ; but. 

whatever 


„ - - . © ROSELLA« 


| whatever might be his opinion, he judged 


it would have little weight with Miſs Beau- 1 | 


clerc, and merely defired her to” bring his 

little girl ſafely back, in a tone of ſolicitude 
his pretended gaiety but il! coneealed. Mr. 
Creſſy would have buſied hin. ſelf in de- 
ſcribing the moſt charming route, but that 
his recent diſcomfiture chained his tongue: 
and Miſs Beauclerc having returned, with 


equal gravity, the ceremonious farewel of WM 


Mrs. Methwald, and the 1nfi pid-half cour- 
teſy of her peerleſs daughter, deſcended to 
her carriage. Mr. Mordaunt accompanied 
her to 1t, and as he parted with Roſella, 
who happened to be a few ſteps behind her — 


« Remember, my dear child,” ſaid he, 
with more than uſual kindneſs and energy, 
„that you leave here a firm, ſincere, and 
aftectionate friend: one who will conſider an 
onion in any little emergency or diſtreſs, 
as a mark of confidence and eſteem. It occa- 
ſion ſhould ſtimulate you to make ule of this 
Hint, recollect that I urged it.“ 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


